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interest by tho thousands that visited the
oxhibition, for many would not credit
there could be euch a fine display made,
This and muny other parts of the exhibit
deserve more extended notice,

On our roturn, botween Campbellton
and Riviere du Loup, in the Province of
Quebos, we noticed that the flelds of
grain wore principally cut and lying in
small  bundlea ready to bo tied into
shieaves, In some flolds we saw sevoral
mon, womon and children reaping the
arain with reaping hooks; some of the
reapers reap on their kneex  Sonse of
the grain was still greon ; it vonristed of
oats and wheat principally. This was
on the 8th of October. Tho crops in
ths Maritime Provinces had been secured,
and ours in tho west had been in our
harns a month ago.-—From the Farmer's
Advarate.

THE POTATO CROP.

——

{Tho following paper in last inonth’s Chambers’
Journal is stated by tho North British Agricul.
turisgt to bo from the pen of an experiencel

agriculturist in the west of Scotlund.?}

It is to the grower rather than to the
consume> that the fuct of vivlent fluctua.
tions in iFe value of polatoes chicfly
appeals.  Tho tutal oxpenses in the case
of potaloes sent from such districts as
Yotkshire or from Seotla 4 to the
motropolis aro probably not v-er-estimat-
ed ut from 308, to 40s, per ton. Whon,
therefore, the price to the retailer in the
Londsn mariet is £6, tho amount reach-
ing the favwrer will be ubout £4 per ton-
Shoitld the prico in the mctropolitan
market, however, fall to 75s, the farmer
will find his roturn reduced from 80s to
35s. per ton, thus showing that a relief
of 37 per cent., to the consumer implies
a reduction to the farmer of 56 per cent,,
in the value of his crop. It haseven
happeneq, in the casa of potatocssent for
sale to sume distance, that the selling
price has been entirely swallowed up by
the inevitable charges,

The great fluctuation in the valuo of
potatoes as a furmers' crop ls, of couvse,
owing to the extreme uncertmaty of its
svundness and weight per acre one year
with anuther. , In thie way the supply
in any one season may be much short of
the demand, er may greatly exceed it
It is, however, an unwarrantable infer
ence'to judge that the year of a plentiful
and -sound crop is necessarily the most
profitable one fur the grower. This may
be illustrated by reference to the crops of
the two past yeare, The crop of 1881
was unprecedently Jarg. and sound, On
fairly well-managed farms it was 8 to 10
ton per acre of *‘dressed” potatoes, The
fullowing year on the same farms, tho
 marketable ware,” owing to disease, did
)% probably exc «d 4 %0 & ton per acre, J

howovaer, a good deal leas than balf of
what hus beons renlized for the protaca of
lust  year. Tho comparison way be
shown thus :—1882, 5 ton per acro at
80s., £20; 1881, 10 ton per acre at
304, £15; total, £5, Thus, & cunsiders
uble difference in tavor of the seuson of
a meagre and disozsed crop i3 brought
out. And thig is not all tho advantage ;
fur in 1881 those would bo preater ox-
pensa to tho farmer in haudlivg <nd
cuting tho bigger crop, as woll us a
greater drain upon the soil's fortility.

With the information at our disposal
through Goverument roturns and othor
wise, it is not possible to state exactly
what is an annuul average supply of
potatoes for tho purpose of human food.
Wo know the acreage grown, and we
may, with tolerable accuricy, estimate
the averago return of souwd routs per
acre; but it is always uncertain how
much of the crop ny be used in cattle
feeding or sent to the starch munutictory
In such o year as the present, we aro per-
haps safe in assuming that an exceedingly
amall proportion of the sound roots will
be used otherwise than as human food.
Judging from the prices during the past
winter, it may with confidence bo said
that the supply from crop 1882 was not
equal to the domand. On the other
hand, & great deal less than the crop of
1831 is all that could be disposed of at a
price which would be remunerative to
the grower. OF crop 1881, it is reckoned
that about 1,000,000 ton were exported,
chiefly to America; besides this o great
quantity was consumed by cattle; and
still the surplus was too lurge to allow
the prico tu riss to a remunemtive figure,
except in the case of farms near the lurge
centres of population, where cost of
carriage was small.  The British demand
for this article of diet may, therefore, be
said to be somuwhere between the quan
tity grown in 1881 and that grown in
1882. The total acreage of potatues in
the United Kingdom in these years muay
be stated roundly as 1,333,000, If the
marketable ronts of 1881 avaraged 8 ton
per acro, the eron of that year would be
nearly 11,000,000 ton. Deducting 1,
000,000 ton probably exported, and
another 1,000,000 ton consumed by
cattlo, we have 9,000,000 ton as the
quantity of svund potatoes available for
human food of crop 1831l. Rat from
this we must deduct sced for the follow-
ing year. Ve reckon this at ounly 500,
000 ton of marketable roots; the quan-
tity would not be enough for seed pur
puses 3 but it must be remembered that a
considerable breadth is always seeded by
‘seconds” (small potatoes), which are
unfit for the market for fuod purposes,
Making these deductinns, we recken the
quantity of crop 1881 unsed for humun

The price per tun for crop 1881 wis

' f9ad %0 have besu 8,500,000 ton.

This,

thon, msy bo considered the maxinum
quuntity which the population of the
kimyg-lom care to use, evon when potatoos
are at the cheapest—when they can be
had at the price of cattlo fuod.

Crop 1882, fucludivg Ireland, wh# .0
dissase was very prevalent, is probably
not under-vstiniated at 3 ton per ncro of
sonnd, nusketable rovts, or a total weight
of 4,000,000 ton. Deducting, s Lefore,
500,000 ton for sced, and reckoning
all the rest to be used for humap food,
wo find the quantity to be 3,500,000 ton
of sound roots as tho food supply from
crop 1882. '

From the oxperionce, then, of tho past
two years, it would appear that 8,500,000
ton i3 too large o supply for our wants—
more than will bo remunovrative to the
grower ; and 3,500,000 ton is so small
an alluwance that the Loudon price ia
raised much above the intrinsic value of
the atticle, as compared with other staple
fuod products, With wheat at £11 to
£12 per ton, potatoes are tvo dear at from
£7 to £3 per ton, judged of by their
valuo 23 huwman nuotriments. Probably,
jve are not far from the truth in reckon-
ing 5,000,000 ton to bo the measurs of
the nation’s unnual domand. For this
quantity, a fiir price might be obtained
by the grower.

“Vehave not taken imports of potatoes
into necount in the above calculation.

- Wo find, hawever, that, duting the past

twelve yeats, there have been aunual im-
portations, varying from 38,000 ton in
1€70—which is the smallest quantity—
to nearly 510,000 ton in 1680, which is
the largest impurtation during the period
wmentioned. It is probably safe to reckon
that three-fourths of our imported pota-
tues are early varieties, and are used in
this country between June and Septem-
ber, before the main portion of our own
crop is ready for use, This being the
case, the foreign competition in this pro-
duct of our ayriculture is seen to be of
extremely little account.

It has not yet been found profitabio te
rise potatoes ns food for stock. The
average cost of producing 10 ton of pota-
toes would be sufficient tc grow double
the amount of turnips; and the latter is
preferable, as costing less for Jabor and
maunure, and being more cheaply stored.
It is not in cattle feeding that farmers can
hope for a profitable outlet for the potato
crap, when it happens to be superabund.
ant. The vaine of the potato erop as a
preparation for the growsh of wheat yearly
diminishes, as the growing of wheat is
fountd to be itself unprofitable,

What is meantime wanted in the in-
terest of the farmem is the means of
annunlly growing just such a weight of
putatoes as will be soffic ent for consnup-
tivn on eur tablea,  To arrive at thiy, two
thinigst~re requisites-fist, ‘s meshy of
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