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THE PROCLAMATION 0F CYRUS.

A SERMNON

BY 11EV. IV. A. MACKENZIE, B. A., B. 1'.

«gYou, in t1îefirqt yccrr of Cynrs King of Peria that the word of tiee Lord by tice
mnouth, of .. eremialt miglit bc fvdfilZcd, thec Lord etimrd up lice spirit of Cyrus King
of Persia, ihot lie made a pocamation throvglîout all M3s khîgdom, anhlput it aLqa in
iriting, saytflg, 2'tu s8aih CI=ru. King of 1->cr.qia, Thîe Lord God of ILaven icath,

giten nie aIl the kingdom8 of thec carh, and hie hih1& clîarged me io build 1dm an
homse aÀ Jerwaleîn, ichichi ia in Judczah.-Ezra i. 1-2.

TE, book of Ezra is a plain and sti-aigcrhtforward narrative of
Tone of the most important parts of the history of the chosen

people. It tells of the return of the Jews froin thecir long captivity.
Part of the.people returned under the leadership of Zerubbabel
about the year 5:36 B. O. Another portion of tho captives fouud
theiy way back Wo their native land under the leadership of Ezra
cighty years later. The book of Ezra is in brief a history of the
two returns and the events immledi-ately following. li thefrs
chapter we liave an account of the inauguration of the proceedings
whieli issued in the return of inany of the captives. "N.''ow in the
first year of Cyrus King of Persia, that the wý,ord of the Lord
nuighit bc ful:911ed, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus RiUng, of
Persia, that lie mnade a proclamation throughout all lus kingdoin.",
Let us fasten on the word or rather the themie-" Proclamation'


