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volved a revolution.  But all the while they were necessarily
veligious teachers, simply beeause theie politics svere based upon
religions principles, and not upom cconomics or ordinary state-crft,
It followed, too, that as political issutes were contantly changing, they
should more and more come to be regarded as religions teachers fiest,
and politicians afterwards.

It would be to misunderstand the position in anather way,
however, ta suppose that they became in any sense the recognized
and ostablished clergy of the nation,  “That they never became,
at least not uatil long after the captivity, when the symgogue
system arose, and the prophet was transforme!d into the abbi,  In
the meantime that position was occapiel by the pricsts. In
the original institution of the priesthood evidemly expected of them
that in addition to their sacnticaal functions they should be the regular
expomndess of the law to the people. To enable them ta be o they
were largely set free from other dnties, their maintennce beingg pro-
vided from the offerings of the peaple 3 their homes were saattered at
Aifferent points thronghout the had where they mighe be easily accesi-
bles and the people were bronght segululy to titem on the great
feasts,  They were the ones, therefore, held respansible for the
in~truction of the nation i religivuy matters, and o them bhelenged all
the emoluments.  Batit is_dowhtfal of they everat any time realized
the expectations of their office in this respect The priesthaad being
hereditary and therefore ap? to degenerate s time pased o, it is likely
that they were more and more mchined o exalt the rital pant of ther
functions and to neglect the intellectual. Had they been active and
camest in the discharge of icalutios, the prophetic order, which, afier
the otablishment of the monarchy, had nether legal recognition e
Tegal provision for its suppaort, miight probably bave disappearad, secing
the only ground left to 1t was aleeady oecupivd. Bot as it was there
was roowt and work cnsugh for I-2d, and the prophatic orler cone
tinued to flourish alengade of the pricsthood as asort of drregular
clergry, corcesponding samewhat 1o the stvvant preaching friars of the
middle ages.  They had neither chureh, pulpit, nor salary, but tavght
witerever and whenever they had oppertuaity and rehiad upos: the
generosity of their hiearers furauch sappont as they ueeded.

A body comstitnted as this was, and engaged in such an irregnlar
kind of 2 work, with <o little o offer ta its tmembers, might seem at finst
sight to be in constant danger of extinetion through Lick of new tee
crus.  And there ean be htle doult that thar nunbers did vary
greatly at different times accarding 1o the fluctuations in the moral and
spirituzl life of the people.  But, on the other hand, the possibilities

- which it opened up ta exert aninuence over men and its frecdom
from conventiopality would mahe itattiactive to the most activeminded
and intelligent. In fact, the order seems to have cicbraced within itself
the main intclectual life of the nation, aud alw its culiure. The pro-
phets are the nationd bistorians anl seribes. Music was ane of theic
ordinary accomplishments, and the sublitnest poctry knona in Hehzaw
Jiterature is to be found in their writings, We can wudesstand, too, how
they would atract the most eartiest nundad to their ranks.  Every one
whose soul bumica within hin for the sins of his time and who Jonged
to tedtify for Gad, wauld natunlly ally hinvelf with them ag atfording
bim the readicot hiearing andd the easizst aceew tu the people. So long
asthere was nead for them men would not be wanting to fill the office.

It arase oqually from the nature of this work and the character of the
men whom it atteasted, that the teaching of the prophicts praceeded
along different lines and was chamcterized by a dificremt spini from
that of the priests.  The latter were responsible lor the comduct of
public worship and 5o woull natumlly concern themselves about its
details,  “The particular¥precepis of the law as things v e alneeved,
would fall within the line of their vision and form the ubject of their
insruction.  Nice questions as to things clean aud vachean, would bz
continually brought to them for deciston, and s would be suggest-
ol to them as matters on which the public shoull be ealightened.
Ritualisn and Cacagistsy have alwavs e hand in hand in religious
teaching,  And these subjects would be apt to be discussed in a some.
what namrow and Jegal sprrit. \While, ou the wher hand, the prophets
wauld more maturally tumn ther attention to e bmad questtons of
monality anid to the spiritual side of religion, as hAng masters that lay
very much nearer the haans of the people. Maving abwut from place tn

lace they woull have a better opprriunity to know what was pawing
in the community, what ewruptions were grawing up, what cvils were
Ginding countenmance , and they wauld seek to correct these.  Ever
addeessing fredh audicnces therr ann woull be ant w0 much tn indiuct
indetails, as to mave and arouse ta action,  As their aim way thas to
produce immaolhate results, they cultivatod popalar mcthodls of addeess,
and used cvery form of appeal that was likely to gain tacie end.  They
appealed 1o the intebects of their hearens, cndeavonng 10 shoaw the
reasonablencss of the course they urged, and the folly of any other.
They appealed to ticir imagmations, frecly using fizures of every kind
to give vividacse to therr reproventations  They appealad to their
fears, warmning them of the tuis which they would surcly bring upon
themsclves and the nation, by continuance in sin. “They appcaled to
their patriotism, reminding them of the glories of their past history,
and holding up ta them the glonens desuny yet in store for them if
they should be faithful.  Aboveall, they appealeV 10 their conscienees,
secking 1o make thein hicar the voice o (;:)-‘ within their own heans.
And when words falad them they would make use of other means,

such as strange actions and fantastic dress, methods bordering on
the sensational 0 arowse attention and awaken serious  thought.
When the priest gave msteaction men might hear or forbear 3 he had
done his duty, as he thousht, and his living was sure.  \When the
;r)rflrphcl spoke he must make men listen or his work was necessarily a
ARire.

Of course it is ot to be supposed thatall the prophets were equally
camnest and futhbal in doing this work.  “There must have been many
Kinds of men among them. Selfish men wall find theie way into any
order, however highits ideal or severe its discipline ; and here, then, was
the prospect of power, if not of wealth.  "The use of popular methods
iy always beset with the temptation 1o scek populiity, and it is ever
easier to gran the popular car by Nattering them, than by telling them
the homest truth and by rehuking them for their »ins, As the nation
degenerated, the people would iore and mre encourage those who
prophesic’] smooth things to them and were disposed to deal tenderly
with their indulyences. A wonderful and horrible thing,* complains
Jeremialy, iy conunitted in the land : the projphets prophesy falsely,
and the priests hear rle by theie means : amd wy people love to have
it so: and what will be the end thereof 2 But there were always some
who rose superior to these temptations and were Lithful to their ission,
who boldly denounced  the wrong they saw, aud refised to be silent
cven inthe presence of the ks, And though ther contemporaries
might treat them with scorn, posterity wonkd not fail to da them justice.

Thus far, noaccount has been taken of what may be called the super-
natural element in prophecy. It has been purposely omitted, just be-
cause it was necessary o get a true idea of the ordinary prophetic work,
and the geeat mass of the prophets received no divine revelations whate
cver.  IUis true they spoke in God’s name as filling a sacred office,
and gave authority to their preaching by quoting the reveated wond of
God as already known to the people. Bet in most cases there was no
need of spacial revelations, and none were given. 1 they were men
of pure mind and single aim, the Spirit of the Lord would be wpon
them o give them cleamess of discemment and insight into Jdivine
truth.  This, however, is a diffecent thing from the revelation of
new truth and may exist independently of i,

Bt if new revelations were 1o be made, it is obvious that men who
were already engaged in the work of religious instruction, and who
were already authorized to spaak in God's nune, woull form the natural
chanaels of communication. It was indeed the fact that God had
already spoken unmistakably throagh some of theie number as in i
cave of Mases, and might do so again at any time, that gave them a
Iaegre share of their intluence with the peaple.  Everybady understood
that a prophiet might be 2 deceiver, but then there was the possibility
that his messagie might bie one truly from God. And such messages,
direct revelations from the Most High, undonbtedly were given from
time o time 28 occsions demanding them arese, and the need for
than was felt.

The frequency with which they were given is not very easil
determinal.  Some of them scem to have been of a private or semi-
private nature, and so have nat been preservel. But 8o far as we aan
Julre they mmxl{ related to public affairs, aued were given when great
crises arose, and ordinary measures proved insuflicient 1o meet the
case.  When, for example, there was gross defection fram the wor-
ship of Jehovah, or mnk mormal sorruption that hade defiance to the
undinary wamings that were given, then God himself intervened,
asmed one of His prophets with a special revelation, and sent him
fonth to prophecy.

In one respect these special messages were matked off by a very
sharp line from the ordinary work of the prophet. e himself would
know the ditfereace ; for, theugh they came in a varety of ways, there
was always somcthing to amhenticate them to him, and distinguich
them fram the workings of hic own mind.  The peaple, too, who
heasd them, would have no difficulty in recogmizing them if they really
cared to hnow whether they were of divine anthonity or wot.  "For if
a prophct of known charmcter for honaty and integrity claimed to
be making a divine revelation, that was prama facie evidence of iis
genuincness, while in most cases o further authentication was affonded
by the fullilment of smine well definad prediciion.

But in another respect thete revelations were preciedly in the lincot
the prophet’s ordinary work,  As we have sec. that work was
imparting religious instruction with 2 vicew to immadiate practical
seubtse  Nosw cverytling in the warks left by these praphets tands to
the sunc great end. A large portion of these writings is actually made
up of denunciations of sin and cxhortation ta rencwal obadicnce. The
predictions wiuch balk o largely in our otdinary ideas of them, are
eatircly sulisidiary to monal cuds.

Nor is it difficult for us 1 see how they become so.  Take for
example the predilections regarding the captivity. These were very
frequent, and they gradually beame mare definite as the time drew
near.  They were nat given certzinly to satisfly any vain curiosity
with regard to the future, bat to lead the people tu repent of their sins
while yet they had time, an?d avert the coming ruin.  Or, take again
the pradictions as to the destraction of surrounding nations.  These
were not outbunts of national resentment, but were intended to il
the attention of Ixracl to the judgments of God upon others, that they
might take warning by their fate.  Or, still {urther, take thatlarge and
impertant class of predictions known as Messianic.  These were not
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