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FARM AND HOME.

E . |Febiuary 15

Plants and Flowers,
CLEAN FLOWER POTS.

Conslderable cxpense s Incurred by
nurserymen and florlsts In removing
the growth of algae (hrotococcus) from
pots in greenhouses. The growth of
this plant I8 so rapld that frequent
shiftings from dirty to clean pots is
necessary in addition to the scerubbing
with soap, sand and water. After trinls
of varlous devices, some of which were
fafrly satigfactory except as to expense,
and after numerous experiments with
many solutiong, some of which aecom-
plished thelr object but afterward in-
jured the plants grown §n the pots, it
has been found that ammoniacal solu-
tion of copper carbonate s most aat-
isfactory In preventing this trotble,

As a final test of thix substance, new
pots were svaked In the solution made
as described below, others being left
untreated as o check. At the end of six
months the untreated pots were literals
1y covered with the pest., while those
that had been soaked were almost as
clean as when purchased and showed
no signs of the growth. Old pots which
had accumulated growths were also
soaked In this solutlon and then
scrubbed and they remained as cleun
as when they left the scrubber. They
daid not, however, 100k quite as good as
new ones. Make a solution of copper
carbonate in just cnough ammonin to
completely dissolve it. Since ammonta
varfes in strength, the exact amount
cannot be given, but about a pint of
ordinary : -enigth will be envugh for
two ounces. Add, when dissolved, to 16
gals of water. Soak the pots a day or
more, after which they may be used
at once or dried.

Soaking at intervals of say a year
should prevent this nulsance and, con-
aldering the great saving of labor and
expense. even when hoys iare employed,
this soaking should not be a very se-
rious matter.—[M. G. Kains.

THE SAND CHERRY.

Many wild plants found@ on the prai-
rics and plains possess polnts of beau-
t3. and few are superlior to the sand
cherry.  This has been Introduced in
recent years uas a frult-dbearing plant,
and promises to become of value for
that purpuse, but it Is especlally to be
recomnicnded for ornamental planting.
1t forms a graceful, spreading bush or
shrub, which, carly In May, becomes &
mass of white bloom. Its chief recoms-
mendation Hes in the character of its
Icavey, which are bright and glossy.,
giving somewhint  the ¢ffect of  the
braad-leaved ciergreens, which do not
thrive in our cliimate,

The plant ix perfectly hardy and wild
plants transplinted to the station gare
den have made an excellent growth,
withnut lus The plant §s almo in the
trade, and may be obtained from nur-
serymen, usually under the name  of
Dwart Rocky Mountaln cherry. It is
casily grouwn from seeds, Is a profuse
bearer and the frult makes excellent
jelly, 1t i wiso good for ples and
sauce, though poxacssing & certain as.
tringency, somewhat like that of  the
cltioke chierry. The fruft Is ncarly as
1arge as the Early Richmond cherry.
though hlants vary greatly in this re-
gard. I ripens later than other cher-
ries, hence fling a place dy itself. In
crnamontal planting 1t will =erve a
most useful place, dboth by {tself or
as a furcground for larger groups, The
leaves appear carly in spring and re-
maln until late in Rutumn, belng un-
injurcd by early frosts. It also gives
desitable autumn tints—[Prof ¥, V.
Card, Ncb Exper Sta.

The Interest in Swest Peas ix not
abating in the least. They offer such
a great variety of enlors and are wuch
good flowers {ar cutting X3 to always
he popular. Farly planting in molat,

water once a weck and place 1 heavy
nulch on top of the soll in the pot to
keep it fromn drying out. Treat the
plant in every way us it was treated
before, and a second stalk of MHiles will
appear in early fudl, with about hulg as
many Ulles as it produced the first
time, After this tflowering, set the buldb
jin the ground about 10 in deep to let
it regain its strength, It will then pro-
duce flowers every year if carefully
mulched each fall to prevent freezing.
The bulbs are not hardy in the north,
{ but usually lve with protection as far
i north as Milwaukee.—{Laura Hastings,

Cuttings of Plants for the flower
sarden may be started in a cutting
hox In the window, which should be us
long and wide as desired for the llm-
ited sprce and about four or five inches
deep. It should be filled with clean
river sand. \When the cuttings are flist
made they should be shaded during the
heat of the day and sprinkled several
times a day untll the cuttings become
thoroughly catablished. The sand
should always be kept moist but never
wet.—[W. 13. Moore.

Perennials and Biennials and hardy
annuals which cqme from self-sown
seed are much more satisfactory than
the tender annuals for the flower gar-
den. When once established they live
and bloom for years without much
care, while the annuals must be start-
ed from seed or cuttings every year.
Among the best of thexe are holly-
hocks. columbine or aquilegla, iris for
damp locationg, aremonc, antirrhinum
or snapdragon, lily of the valley, nar-
clssus, peonles, bleeding heart, pyre-
thrum, violets and the many varieties
o Hlles.

Begonias are In cvery way adapted
to window and greenhouge culture, al-
most vying with the old favoritc ge-
ranjum in the variety of forms {nto
which by cultivation and crossing it
constantly sports. The oldest, and
years ago about the only member met
with In window culture, Evansiana or
discolor was commonly called beef-
steuk geranium, from the red color and
markings of the under parts of the
leaf. There are two distinct types of
begontiag, bLoth suitable for window
culture, one with ornamental follage
used for large plants, one to a window,
such a&s rubra, metallica, Alba plicta.
Louls chreticin, miabunda, the rex and
erdody section, and argentea guttata,
which hag leaves of & wine color &potted
white. The sccond class have small
leaver, bushy in habit, suitable for
small plants. These include Semper
florens, Schmldt's multitlora and the
beautiful vernon, which flowers wWhen
only a few Inches high.—[Edgar
Sanders.

In Starting Seeds Dbake the soll
thoroughly, stir until all Jumps are
Lroken and then sift through a wire
sieve. Scatter the sced over the sur-
face of the soll after the boxes are
tllled and sprinkle just cnough soll
over them to cover about the thickness
of the sced. Then 2et in a dark place.
After three or four days bring to the
1ght, but do not keep them tuo near
a fire. 1n watcring. the litile sceds are
apt to be disturbed by the finest
sprinkler. Fiam the time they are
planted until they show well almve the
aall, 1t is better ta wel n rather heavy
cloth and Iay over the box. As It
dries, dampen again and suflicient maols-
ture will be given off to dampen the soll
beneath.—[Lalia M. Annable, I'a.

Some Good New Geraniums are Jcan
Viand, Clyde, Manteau du Feu, Mme
Goveux and Mra Gordon Linzee. Clyde
1 x heautiful single scarlel, & xprout
from Mrs E. G, Hi In every rexpect
ke itx parent, except color, wiaich s
pure acarlet, of saft, cven xhade. Flo-
rels aro immense, 21t to 3 tnchesn in di-
grand bedder and alson

ameter. Itian

0] 3011 s the one thing necessary to .ﬂnc pot. plant.—[E. G. Hill, Ind.

RUCCORS,

For a Second Stalk of Easter Lilies
from thc rame buld, after Nowering, let
the top die down naturally, gradually
withhnlding water until the follage in
all yellow, Then remove the atalk and
sct the Dot containing the bulb outslde,
slving it only water cnough to Xkeed
the buld fmm shrivellng up. When 1t
zhows signs of sntarting Into new
growth, which Is likely to be in five or
six weeks, water it well with manure

quality and pay the price {f it Is any-
ways rawsonadble. With caeap or old
»ced, the expense of preparing the land,
fertilizera, time and Iadbor s thrown
away. Trying new varictiex s Inter-
osting, but it is also dimappointing und
expensive, as not more than one {n 20
proves to de of more value than the old
standard sorte. New varictics should
be tested at pudlic expense at the ex-

periment stations and agricultural col-

In the Selection of Seed 100K firut for

leges. Small gardeners should not at-
tempt o grow thelr own seed, as it Is
chieaper to buy it where there is a
rveljub'e firmn to deal with., When o
scedsman proves satisfactory, stick to
him. Don't go running after strange
gods, but let well cnough alone.—[Mary
E. Cutler, Worcester Co, Masy,

Sand Is a Good Sofl in which to start
many kinds of secd, especlally those
which are large, sprout quickly and
are soon pricked out into pots or boxes,
Coverlng the secdbed with sand will
prevent baking and crusting before the
young plants appear.,

Bees require at least 25 1bs honey in
the hive for successful wintering dur-
ing the average winter—[A. H, Duft,
Kan,

I have been ot subseriber to F & H 2
yrs, and although several others usu-
ally arrive at the same time, & H {8
the first for me to read.—[A. I2. Bower,
Columbia o, N Y.

THE PRODUCE MARKETS.

New York, Feb 5—Beans and poultry
higher, eggs lower and unscttled, other
goods generally steady. Beans, ch
marrow $2 15¢:2 5 p bu, medium 2 20,
pea 2¢2 20, red kidney 2 25@2 30, yellow
eye 2 25¢e2 35, Cal llmas & 55; beeswax
29@28%c p 1b; butter, western extra
cmy 25¢, tirsty 24@24t%e, N Y cmy 24@
2%5¢, N Y dalry 24c, fresh factory 18@
1S%c¢. Cheese, full cream, large 13c p
10, small 12%4¢713c, Jight skims 10%@llc,
full skims 4€(5c. Dried fruits, ch to fcy
evap'd appleg 73£¢f8%c p 1L, sun-dried
quarters 42@5%c, chopped 1 4061 60 p
100 1bs, blackberrics 6@61kc, evap'd rasp-
berries 13@13%c, huckleberrics 14@15¢.
Eggrs, fcy new lald, nearby 21epdz, N Y
and Pa 19¢, western fresh 19¢. Feeds,
bran 17@20 p ton, middlings 17@20, cot-
tonseed meal 25 60. Fresh frults, ap-
ples 2@4 p bbl. Hope, N Y '99 crop ch
1212@13%c p 1b, Pacific "99's 12%@13%ec.
Potatoes, fey N Y 160G2 p bbl, N J
1 25471 5. Poultry, dressed turkeys ch
to fcy 11¢12¢ p 1, chickens 10G16¢,
fowls $@11%c, squabs 2@3 50 p dz, five
fowls 104310%c, turkeys SG9¢ ducks 50
@80c p pr. secse 1@1 50.  Vegetables,
cabbage 6G9 p 100, turnips 60@S0c p b,
strings beans 1@3 50 p bu,

Tho Forcing

" of Gresnhouse Plants.

The profits of a Grecnhouso dupend
hr§cly upon forcing rapid growth and
egrly maturity of eve g in it
This {3 best done by the judicious use of

Nitrate of Soda

in combination with other agricultural
cliemicals, Study <ls properties; under-
stan its uscs. Full information apd

amphlets froe by addressing John A,
I;lycrl, 12-B "John 8t., Now York.
Nitrate for sale by fertiliter dealers every-

Weite af eneg for List of Deslere.

A Good Sign

for & good xarden in 190 {s to plant
Maoles Secds.  Muule’s Neeod
lead all, have done s0 for years an
are 88 {ar alioad as over in the yace.

olored pla uy-to-date cultural di-
:vctlouupanta.'on‘:n .80 {a_cash
zite for ib

me& 1t €8 free to al
WM. HENRY MAULE, PHILADELPHIA,.
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Your Garden.

Docs it need renovating? Theabuy

Guaraniesd Sesds

For your Spring planting from

DELANO SEED CO




