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TORONTO, SEPTEMBER 21, 1895,

HOLIDAYS IN JAPAN.

Ix Decomber all houses aro washed and
cleansed more than usual, and tho peoplo
.make of rica soinething like cake, called
“.mo-hi, which is to be eaten when New

“Year's Day comes At the very close of
8 :the inonth, bamboos, which sre tall and
. porfectly straizht, and also june trees,
¥ ‘aro placed at eash entrance of thu houses
i .to welcomo wue new year. Tho reason for
SPIR using the Lamboos and pine trees for an

B croament of the new year is that a blessing
;. may como to cach family, that the mfts

and safety of the past year may centinue,
< just as the trees nover lose their leaves in
§. autumn, but are green and beautiful when
- old wintor comes.

% In this way the first day of the new
R ycar is welcomed. Boys play with kites;
B irls with battledores and shattiecocks.
“Al}-Test on that day from labour, even the
“3eller and buyer. On the second day all
¥ ‘begin to work for a httlo while for a bless-
R ing on work ; boys and girls study for a
fow minotes and then play sgain. Peoplo
\visit their acquaintances to oxpress thanks
®-Tor the kindness of Iast year and ask a
R blessing on tho now year -
. The third day of Marth is a holiday for
s, On this day two dolls which repro-
sent-the emperor and ompresy;. a8 thoy
B Appoarod in the early period, are put on

somothing liko a table which has many
eps, aud thero o foast is offered on a very

p ' Iu.hbh on whicharo cups, plates, and toa-
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JAFPANESE S8CHOOL IN THE OLDEN 11ME.

cups. This custom is taken from early

history.

The fifth of May is the holiday for boys.
Those who have boys in a family make a
very large carp of paper. The number of
carps is increased acenrding to the number
of boys. Theso aro floated beautifully,
high up in the air, suspended by a column,
justas a flagis.  The carps of paper which
are flonted in tho air represent tho real
carp which swims and leaps up tho water
falls,

From the thirteenth to sixteenth of July
all vimit the graves of ancestors; the
fifteenth and sixteenth are hnlidays, when

eaple send presents tn each other, as in

ccember. Farmers aro very busy all the
time, but they aro_joyful on the holiday of
July and in the Now Year They have
only these times to rest if they are not
Chnistians. The fifteenth of Nover"sr is
o holidasy for boys of threce and five, for
gitls of fivo and soven years of ago. The
ssmnts make very fino dresses for the chil-

ren to wear on this day. All acquaint-
ances sond presents for children of this
age, and parents, who receivothom, make
rod rice, callod sekihan, and sond s aro
turn of presents.
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JAPANESE POLITENESS,
BY DR. ABEL STEVENS.
I asr still hore in tho very heart of
Japan, delighted with this charming coun-
try. *“‘the most boautiful that I have seen

e

in all the world,"” as Mra. Grant said to its
empress when she and her lamented hus-
band were presented at court. Some of
its mountain~us parts are grand, almost as
much 8o an Switzerland ; but geverally it
has a simple rural beauty, picturesquo
enough to enchznt the eyes of artists. It
is overywhere cultivated and dotted with
little towns and hamleis, whi h are re-
lieved by abnndant foliage'and flower gar-
dens, the latter interestingiy curious, to
say the least, by all sorts of fantastic con-
trivances, strangely shaped trees and
shrubbory, rockeries, fish ponds and lake-
lets, Lli’ﬁputian bridges and cascades,
shadod seats and arbours. 1ts domestic
architecturo is light and cheery ; the in-
teriors are fastidiously clean, for you must
change your shoes for sandels before yon
stop upon tho nicely matted floors. The
wnﬁa J\? such they can be called) . slides,
mostly of whitest paror in small sashes,
and usually open, throwing the whole
house into oneroom. In evon their homes
tho peoplo may be said to live in the open
air. And, then, what shall Isey of the
people themsclves—moro interesting to me
than anything elso hore? Thoy are the
most gentle, cheerful, docile, sud polite
croaturcs I havo anywhere found' in my
travels of more than half a centary.
All writers about this strange, this
thoroughly ¢ original country,” in
ronouncing them the politest of nations,
oy are called ¢‘the French of the
Orient.” Tt wonld be mors correct thsay
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that the Fronch are the Japaness of the
Occident. French politesss is, however,
more manuerism than manncers It is
otherwise with Japaneso policoness, though
not with Japanese otiqustte. Thor high-
clasa otiguotte is antique, and may be said
to bo oven scientufic ; it is taught, as an
essential part of education, in elaborate
books and from academic chairs. This is
giving way, ‘n the court and overywhere,
to Western manners; but its less facti-
tious effects on the popular manners ro-
main. No salutation, in courts or stroets,
is more gracious or polite than the bow of
tho Japanese. Tho Frenchman will doff
his hat to you, the Englishman tip his, the
hasty Yankee nod his; but the poorest
labourer or poasant, tho very *‘conlie™
himaelf, hero will bow down at. a right-angle
or more 50 to you, repeating tho sct agai

and again with the mest charming, smi g
complacence, as if he counld not enoug
oxpress his good-will. Tt ix curious to seo

two noarly naked stroel labourors casually
moeting go through this mutval demon-
stration of cordm ity, with their sympa-
thetic **Ohio"—their word for **Good-
morning.” You geo it everywhere ; oven
the little childron on tho highways practice
it. There is genuine heartinece init. It
e:ioﬁaavorynulryo!polimmdgqgl
poy .

Reap tho Sanday-school leasom as lessd
onoe s day.



