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'8 | THE BESOURCES OF BRITISH COLUMNBIA. ’I

DECEMBEK.

December was the tenth month in the old Roman
calondar, when the sear was Jdividad, nominally | into
ton months, with the insation of supplementary days
to complete the time required for o revolntion of the
carth around the sun. By the ancient Saxons De-
cember was styled < wintermonat,” or wintermonth,
Awougst the madess: Germans, on acconunt of the an-
niversary which vecurs in it of the birth of Christ, it is
still termed = Christmonat.”™  December has with us
heen claracterizad by gren, leaden skies, gin, brief
sunshine, and ravely 2 very fine day ortwo. A severe
sontherly gale ocenred on the 24th, toliowed on the
a7th with sharp frosts. The month ended in rain,

, not atone for the neglect of present duties.
*the old anti-slavery men as only men can love who

~fruits, which ean only be useful s0 faras they nourish -
. in us the desirve for continual progress.” '

CAfriean travel, sustained” by funds from Euglish
~friends, died the son of & Paduan barber, Giovauni

* le as an athlete; of almost gigantic stature, and com-
. mensurate strength of hody he performed great feats.
- His fame was acquired, however, as an Egyptian

Dee 2ud. 1552, died 8t Franels Xavier, a zealous -

christiag misstonary in Africa and varvions parts of the
east. He was a contemporay of Lovol's 2 word from
whom first led St Xavier to really serious thought.

Dee. 2nd, 1824, a1 Mechanic’s Institute was opened
i Lomlon.  There had been one in Glasgow some-
what earlier. at which the philanthropic Dr. Birkbeck
lectured.  They have not succeded anywhere, as at
first anticipated.

Dee. 4th, 18335, the first anti-shivery meceting was
held in one of the United States. Doubtless this
quict gathering together of 2 few, 1o the unthinking
majority seemed matter of no moment.

On December th, 1833, the survivors, with their
friends, held a eonvention in Philadelphia, when
cloguent ramarks were delivered, or read from the
:xpn‘n;:clic notes of absentees. The = Bastan Com-
mopreadil”  thus  summarizes  on the meetings’
thenghts on the past, as well as on the duties of the
present period. 1t has been s long time sinee the
fizhit sgeaints shawvery was ongmzized. The chianges
sinee Inve been mpid and immense. . There has been
no episods in our history of deeper import than this
memoriaiized in Philadelphin, — While it sipnitied o
direct protest against bodily slavery, it meant much
more i the intluenee it worked likewise in mental
relense, and as Samuel Longiellow pats it in the rev-
elation it made of = the vower of o moral xentiment.”
Heroie 1t fndeed wase It ealled to its suecor the
nablest blood.  Our great poets, our great preachers,
our great litermuy men, were ander its impalse. It
united Emerson with the laborer. Theoadore Parker
with Albert Barnes, the simplicity of Whittier and
the culture of Longdellow, the frec-bwces like Pills.
Ty, and the stern conservatives like Bryant, and it
brought the magic soul of woman inte play, and had
the fine word of Curtis as brother to the quui.\‘i!e
temdemness of Furness and. May. There is no side
that is not beaatiful in such @ moral passage of his-
torv.  We reveanise it and bow to it a reverent head,
for it is only on such a spinit of sclt=sweritice aud un-
ceasing hope and work and sclfeeriticisia that the
future of our nation depends,

So we eanclinde all must move torwarnd, and that
Phillips” wise advice cannot be lost au the winds.
We are nat ont of the wonds, Solved problems have
only opened langer problems. There are still cares
that command every thonght.  The poets, and the
philosophers, aud the men of sciences awd arts, are
nenled as they have been in the past and will e i
the future. We meet the wanderens in the streets,
awd the Hl-clad. and the wmentad safferers, and the
bmzen pride of wealth and pricsthood, and from
every hyveway there drives to us somo appeal for
haman reformn. The nobility of the deeds done will
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see that all past reforms must in the nature of life
have been tentative.  We must not borrow the pres-
tigge of tho good deeds of our fathers.  What is theirs
i~ theirs for us to honor, and to yvield us legitimate

In Dee. 1882, when engaged in the fatal field of '

Battista Belzoni, who first came before a British pub.-

traveler, colleefor and exporter of Buyphian works
of art, and of his deings while thus engaged ke pub-
lished an interesting account.

REAL ESTATE.

The year just closed has been one of splendid
appartunities to the speculator, and if indications may
be taken as a eriterion, safe investments may be made
for a long time to come. During the month of Decem-
ber there were eighty transfer registered, representing |
a cash valne of SHG200 aeainst 33 for the same
period of 1882, representing $67,966, showing that |
more than twice the amonnt of business was donein |}
the month just past, than in Decamber 1882, The
volume of business for the two entire years stand
pretty mmeh in the same proportion as their respee.
tive closing mouths, that is to say, for the veur 1852
we had 544 transfers valued at 897277, whilst 1853
comes to the front with 1005 for which the purchasers
paid $1.915272, or within abomtS30,(HE2 of doubling
the volume.

Although the present showing is splendid, the prom-
ise for the coming vear is equally good, if not better.
The Imilding of the Island milway will give employ-
ment to xgreat many, and the good times generally
resulting from the distribution of lange amounts of
money may be reasonably looked for.  In addition ]
the railway luands will be thrown open to ona fide set-
tlers, who will be enabled to secure lands at $1 per |
acre, which are now and have been locked ap bevomd
the reach of the speculator, aud which on account of
their nearness to the milway, will mpidly appreciate
in value.

ORIGIN OF TUHE TUPPERS:

Martin Farquliar Tupper in lately lecturing on
Martin Luther, said that his own predecessors had
come from Luther's country. His family sprang, he
said, from a Count Conrad of Teffurth in Thuringa,
the fint who was vegarded by his namesakes as
*chief lonl” Topp Herr (whence the name of Tapyeer.d
Conraul’s fieirs aftes flounishing in their old homs: for
centuries before the Reformation, had for their Pro-
testantise to leave Germany in the days of Charles
V. and his evil son Philip. The poct’s direct an-
costors escaped from Hesse Cassel to Guernsey, in
the sixteenth century. _Another party of the Tappers
reached Sandwich in Kent, am‘ thereafter founded
Sandwich in Massachusetts, as testified by Freeman's
history. The most notcd of the English bard's Pro-
testant cousins in America, is the eminent statesan,
Sir Charles Tupper, now  filling the responsible
}v;)._\'i!i.on of Cauaias High Commissioner to Great

ntan.
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