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tally fo adopt his translation in preference. But
this is no reason why he should lose the credit of
his own admirable performances in this depart-
ment. Respect to literary justice has drawn out
this atticle to so great a length ; and it was the
more necessary to state the matter correctly, be.
cause Mr. Montgomery’s ¢ Psaliniat” might in
future mislead. The first editions of the Hymns
and Sacred Poems, by the Wesleys, viz: thuse
of 1739, 1743, and 1745, in which most of the
above hymns are found, with severalothers in the
Motavian Hymn Hook, ate now become scatce,
and in a few years may not be forthcoming to cor-
rect the crror.  For this reason it may also be no-
ticed that Mr. Montgomery has insetted in his
Collection several hymus by Charles Weslcy as
the composition of ¢authors unknown.” These,
200, are found in the eatly editions of the Wesley

Hymns and Pocms, and in some later ones, as: |ty

« Come let us who in Christ believe ;7 ¢ Come,
O thou all-victorious Lord ;> ¢ Fountain of being,
source of goad ;” ¢ God of my lite, whose gracious
power;” & Jesus, my strengthy my hope ;2 ¢ Je.
sus, the name high over all;>’ ¢ Leader of faith-
ful soule, and ;Euu!e 37 ¢ O that thou would’st the
heaveas rent ;" ¢ Spirit of truth, come down ;”
« Thee, O my God and King ;* ¢ Thy ceaseless,
unexhausted love 3 and, < When quiet in my
house I sit.> There are two ways of accounting
for Mr. Montgomery’s want of information as to
these hymns;—that he was not in dpoueuion of
the eatly editions of hymns published by John and
Chazles Wesley—and that some of the hymns in
the hymn book in use amongst us, which he has
ascribed to authors unknown, are parts of longer
hymns, and were selected by Mr, John Wesley
fiom his brother’s poetry, sometimes from the
middle or end of a piece, so that the first lines
would not be found in the old indexes when con-
sulted. Mr. Chatles Wesley’s hymns have not
been unfrequently claimed for others, without any
design to be unjust. In the Christian Obsetver,
a few years ago, that exquisite production of one
of his™ happiest moments, ¢ Jesus, lover of my
soul,’? was assigned to Mr. Madan, although pub-
lished by Mr. Charles Wesley, in the year 1743 ;
and the translation from the French, ¢ Come, Sa-
viour Jesus, from above,” is found in the poetical
works of Dr. John Byrom, published in 1773, al-
though it appears in the Wesley ¢ Hymns and
Poems” of 1739. The probability is, that a copy
»f it was found among Byrom’s paﬁn, and so the
aditor of his Poems concluded itto be his. A cor-
rect list of the different editions of the Hymnsand
Sacred Poems published by the Wesleys, will be
found in the last volume of Wesley’s Works, re-~
cently completed. The editions of 1739 are
scarce, and it ought o be noticed that there ars
two distinct works published under the same litle
of “«Hymns and Sacred Poems,” each bearing
that date. ‘The hymn beok o' in usc was com-
gil:d by Mr. John Wesley out of the precedin
ymn books, of different sizes and editions, an

frore his brother’s ¢ Festival Hymas,?? & Scrip-
ture Hymns,” &c. The whole underwent his se-
vete criticism, and he abridged and corrected
them with a taste amd judgment which greatly
imcreased their value,
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BISHOP LATIMER.
Hucr LaTinzr was descended of mean but honest
parents, at Thurcaston, near Mount Sorrel, in
Leicestershire, where his father lived in good re-
putation, e wasborn in the year 1470 ; and, at
aa extly age, was put to a grammer-school at
Thurcaston, and afterwards at Leicester, where
be made such rapid improvement, that it was de-
tcrmined 10 bring him up to the church. With
this view, assoon as he was prepared, he wassent
to Cambridge in 1484, when, at the usual time,
he took his degrees in arls; and, enteting into
priest’s orders, behaved with rematkahle zeal and

warmth in defence of popery, his religion, against
the zeformed o inionsp;hicu’had lalSy d’ix?ver-
ed thomselves in England. He heardthose new

teachers with high indignation, and inveighed,

clared he was of opinion, the last times, the day
of judgment, and the end of the world, were ap-
proaching. ¢ Impiety,” he said, ¢ was gaining
ground apace y and what lengths may not men be
expected to run, when they begin to question
even the infallibility of the pope.” If any in-
clined to the Reformation, ans particularly when
Mr. Stafford, divinity lecturer in Cambridge, read
lectures in the schools, Mr. Latimer was sure to
be there, to drive out the scholars. Such was
the enumity of Mr, Latimer to those principles he
afterwards felt it his highest honour to support.
Among those who favoured the R:formation, Mr.
‘Thomas Bilney was one of the most considerable.
With this goodd man it was Mr, Latimes’s happi-
ness to become acgnainted, who had likewise con-
ceived very favourable sentiments of him. He
had known Latimer’s life, while in the universi-
ty, to be a life strictly moral and devout; he as-
cribed his failings to the genius of his religion ;
and he appeared so candid and unprejudiced by
any sinister views, that he could not but be open
to any (ruths, that should be set properly helfore
him ; which gave Mr. Bilney great hopes of his
refosmation, Induced by thesc favourable ap-
pearances, he failed not, as opportunities offered,
to suggest many things to him about corruptions
in reﬁgion in general, whence he used frctiuently
to drop a hint concerning some in the Romish
Church in patticular. By the influence and ex-
ertions of Mr. Bilney, Latimer was obliged to re-
nounce his papistical doctrines, and, at the age of
fifty-three, became a decided Protestant, and was
23 active in supporting and propagating the re-
formed doctriae, and as assiduous to make con-
verts, as he was before in destroying the enemies
of the pope. A behaviour of this kind was imme-
diately noticed. Cambridge, no less than the rest
of this kingdom, was entirely popish ; every new
opinion was watched with the strictest jealously,
and Mr. Latimer soon perceived how obnoxious
he had made himself. Latimer had by this time,
through big daily and indefatigable searching of
the Scriptures of the Old and New Testimeats,
made himself a complete master of all the Scrip-
tural arguments proper to confute the reigninger-
rors cf the Church of Rome. He now became a
preacher of great eminence, and displayed a re-
matkable addrese in adapting himself to the capa-
cilies of the people. He was openly opposed by
Dr. Buckingbam, prior of the Blackfriars, who
appeared in the pulpit against him, with great
pomp and prolixity ; he pasticularly enveighed
agaiast the gctiptures in English ; and on the fol-
lowing Sundsy Mr. Latimer rose to refute the
opinions of this deceiver of himself and others.
Accordingly, on the following Sabbath, the whole
university assembled to hear the opponent of the
former minister, who made one of the audience.
Mr. Latimer, with great gravity, recapitulated
the fearned doctor’s arguments, placed them in
the strongest light, and then rallied them with so
much flow of wit and good humour, that he placed
his adversary in the most ridiculous light, and
sent him away wshamed of bis opinions and him-
self. These things greatly alarmed the popish
clergy. Mr, Latimer continued to preach, and
heresy (as they called it) to spread. The heads
of the popish party applied to the Bishop of Ely,
as their Jiocesan ; but that prelate was not a man
for their purpose ; though he was a papist, he was
moderate ; and did nothing more than silence Mr.
Latimer, and that only for a short time. Dr.
Barnes, of the Austin Friars, whose monastry was
exempt from episcopal jurisdiction, being a great
admirer of Mr. Latimner, boldly licensed him to
preach there. The credilto the Protestant cause,
which our preacher had just gained in the pulpit,
he maintained by a holy life out of it. Mr. Bil-
ncy and he gave daily instances of goodness,
which malice ¢ould not scandalize, nor envy
misinterpret. They visited the prisoners, reliev-
ed the pooryand fed the hungry. Cambridge was
full of their good works; their charities to the
poor, and friendly visits to the sick, were constant
topics of discourse, About that time, Latimer,
with eighteen bishops, drew and signed a decla-
ration against the pope’s ecclesiastic juristiction,
which concludes with these words :—¢ That the
people ought (o be instracted ; that Christ did ex-
pressly forbid his apostles, or their successors, to
take to themselves the powsr of the sward, cr the
authority of kbi‘m; and that if the Bishop of Rome,
or any other bishop, assumed such power, he war

mblicly and ‘glinlely, against the reformers. He
ked upon them inso bad & light, that he de-

a tyrant, and a usarper of other men’s r';;hu, and
a subverter of the kingdom of Christ.?” In the
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same year, also, the priory of Great Malverne, in
Worcestershire, was suppressed. At the suppres-
sion, Latimer, with an earnest desite, tecommend-
ed lo Cromwell, who was the king’s vicar-general,
that that house might stand, not in monkery, but
30 as to be converled to preaching, study, and
prayer. In this year, passed the famous act, as it
was called, of the Six Asticles, which, when pub-
lished, gave great alarn to ull favourers of the
Reformation ; and as the Bishop of Worcester
could not give his vote for the act, he thought it
wrong to ioid any office in a church where such
terms of cuinmunion were required : he therefore
resigned his bishoprick, and retired into the coun-
try, where he resided J’uring the heatof that per-
secution which followed upon this act, and in~
tended there to pass the remainder of his days.
But, in the midst of his security, an accident car-
ried him into the tempestuous weather that was
abroad. He vececived a bruise from the fall of 2
tree, and the contusion was so great, that he was
oblized to repair to London, where he saw the fall
of his patron, the Lord Cromwell ; a loss which he
was soon made sensible of. Gardiner’s emissaries
fonnd him out in his concealment, and as some
one had heard him speak against the Six Articles,
he was sent to the Tower, and, through one pre-
tence or another, imprisoned for six years, with
the Bishop of Chichester.

On the change of government, under King Ed-
ward VI, Latimer, with many others, was re-
leased ; and he accepted an invitation from his
friend Archbishop Cranmer, and took up his resi-
dence at Lambeth, where he led a very retired
life, being chiefly employed in heating the com-
Blamts and redressing the injuries of poor people.

ut though he was thus usefully employed, a slan-
der Jmsscd upon him, which is this—that after the
Lord Hig Admiral’sattainder and execution,which
happened about this time, he publicly defended his
death in a seruion, before the king; that he rea-
pected his character; and that he did it merely
to pay a servile compliment to the protector.
The first part of this is true, but the second and
third are false. Upon the revolution, which hap-
pened at court, after the death of the Duke of
Somerset, Latimer retired into the country, and
resumed his preaching in those places he thought
might be most serviceable, But as soon as the
introduction of popery was resolved on, the first
step towards it was the prohihition of all preaching
throughout the kingdom. Many vere taken into
cus(ojy; and the Bishop of Winchester, then
ptime minister,having proscribed him from the first,
sent a message to cite him before the council.
He had notice of this some time before the mes-
senger’s arrival, hut made no use of the intelli-
gence.  The messenger found him equipped, and
ready for his journejy; at which, cxpressing his
surprise, Latimer told him he was as ready to at-
tend him to London, thus called upon to answer
for his faith, as he ever was to take any journey
in his life ; and that he doudted not but that God,
who had enabled him to stand before two princes,
would enable him to stand before a third, either
to his comfort or discomfort eternally. The mes-
senger then told him, he had only a letter to de-
liver, and retired,

Mr. Latimer, on o‘pening the letter, found it to
be only a citation from the council, and he re-
solved to obey it. He therefore set out imme-
diately, and, as he passed thiough Smithfield,
where heretics were usually burned, he said,
cheerfully,—<¢ Smithfield hath long groancd for
me.> The ncxt morning he waited on the coun-
cily who sent him to the Tower. Sentence was
Eassed on him in the beginning of Oclober, and

e and Ridley were cxccuted on the 16th. When
they came to the stzke, he lifted up his cyes and
said,—*¢ Fidelis est Deus;” i. e. God is faithfu!,
who will not guffer us to be tempted above what
we are able to bear. He then prepared himself,
saying to the Bishop of London, ¢ We shall this
day, brother, light such a candle in England, as
shall never be put out.”® Such was the death of
Hugh Latimer, Bishop of Worcester. He had a
happy temper, improved by the best priuci{-les;
and such was his cheerfulness, that none of the
circumstances of life were seen to discompose him:
such was his Christian fortitude, that not ewen
the severest trials could unman him. Indeed, for
Latimer, no eulogy is wanting, when it is recol-
lected that he was one of the feaden of that noble
army of matt;rs who introduced the Reformation
into England »?*—Southey.




