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THE STAR SPIRIT.

IT wvas a beautiful eveiuinc, in June, that 1
n3s walkingr on the bordler of a calm, clear
4ke- Everythmng around me wvas stilil, save
~hum of the green leaves as tbey wluispcred

~rlove ta!e tu ecci othier. There %vas flot
ibre-alth of air to disiturit te waters of tte lake,
geren to maise a ripple on its surface. 1 fuit
ssoernn sadness steaing over mny mind, ma-
î.agy IL more in unisan wilh the repose of na-
:Yî-e, wvhen suddeniv itheroe came,. as if il wvas
Weeon the wings of a strong zephyr, asitaîn

motdelicio-is music. Il sounded like no-
ngeafttiyv, and 1 falias if 1 was lisxenmnglo

ý*adying sang of a departin; spirit. 1 heid
zî breath, for fcar 1 shoul-1 los,- a note of

z3se dirge-lîke Lues; ai Inst tcy cease., I
rnuld ual bsar even a faint echo ;-all n'as

I waiked on, trying in vain, toauccoun:t for
à,swveeu notes I had heard, when aigai ttc
>*ncz was irîterrupited. This Lime iu was a
rmc sighinq out ini a tone of hopeiess miscry;;
-Oh! that 1 -n-as a mort.ti" 1 Iooked around
= on allsds ta discover from, whCcc this

nuve voice proccedcd-but 1 parcuved no-
mg. At lasî I clianced ta cas: iny eyes te-
rd t.he liens, wvherc I saw floating on a

-vcery clouid, a figuire of surp-assi;ng bc-.uî.-
lec voice cnunued-
,-Oh! Ihaz I 'as a martal, hon' happy mor-

arc, they have a brigt and bea.utifuil worid
ich is ever prescinîing somcîhing nerv ta

-,white we, poor star spiràs, arc dooaued
tikc the saine course, yecar afuier ycar, tad
IUTY after cenitury!"

.U the spirit thus spoke, 1 sawv gaing ta-
s lier, an oid man af m.-iestic appearatice,

long -white beard fliwed ucarly to his iwaisi,
g ta his coîîntmnu an air af wicsdom
tvnel bc=mc h-i. Wjtaîuapai,md smilc,

sa'd to Ibo Star -pirt-
'-Daughter, wviatever yaur wish is, I can
-t il, but should yaur mimd change, 1 neyer
recali vou 10 the place you non' bold, if
b*romc a nirtal, voau must ta-ke upon
szsf all *.he carcs an.d troables of.a mortal's
Pausi, con-,der xveil, before you, spcak."

-;-\a, po,. 1 have con.--dered, make me a
.=.l, 1: is ai 1 1~b will bc contenai*'

eDaughîcr," zrai .he sage, and h;s voice
ebled as be s.-pakc; Ilyou kno-.v not n'bau
unbappy lhî: yon chosec. Will von lenvc
r home mn the purc blue sky, to find onc in

-cold world; wil yoD Icave the band of yonr

smiltng sister spirits, ta eracouier the frown-
a ngbrows ofniortals? Iall yotigiveup rour
immiorîaliîy, fur ttc uanceriain terni of a mor-
îal's lift:?"

t.1 am prepared for every trouble, 1 arn %vit-
ling t0 make every sactrifice," said the way-
ward spirit, "g-ive mie miortallii, and yau will
flnd nie eqaln ta sustaun ail1 the cares af an
enrîiîiy existence."

"Your irish is gratnted,"' said the aId mani,
"and erring, but heautaful chid af the sky,

mar your topes ri tappiness bc as easii'y re-
alized."

lus voicee hait scarcely cea.sed, before, swift
-ts ttc wind, a ciaud bore the spirit towards
mre; for a few moments 1 sau' naîhing but the
claud, when il rol silenîlly away, and ;-~
swcct child;sit form af tte Epirit elonc remnined.

1 took the heiautiful sîmanger la my home,
nnd my faîher n'as no less charmed wiih hiem
than mnyselI- Hem story n'as tld ta an aid
friend of my fath-cr's, and ho adopted the fair
girl ais isiau£!hter. Dy this adoption she n'as
.it once placcd in the enjaymenu of every luxui-
ry thut wr.alth and lasie could command.-
Knowing hier mrysterlous arigin as 1 did, uiy
i caders wili not wouder that 1 Look a deep in-
teres in hem hnapiucss. A short lime previaus,
1 bad las: mny oniy and hcloved sister, and îny
aching heart bad found noihirug ta fill the void
her loss occasioned. But immediately my
uhaughts n'erc tuned int a non' channel.-
The situation of our families brought me into
close conipaniouship n'ith Esielie,-for so %va
named the battiful spirit,-and sud' a joyon-,
1luht-hcarted bcing, aimast made me forge:
sormon'. In appeamance slie nasahouî fifîcen;
bcauty ever seu'aed ohoveraround her. She
%vas simple open-hcarîcd, and confiding, pas..
sessing the most exquisite suse.eptibility 1 cver
kncw. I lavcdhbrr ore îenderly for hermnvs-
terious aigin, alihough in aur intercourse, no
allusion was made ta my knowlcdge oii:-ow
I ionged ta bave lier find tbe veucrable sers
PTCd;Cuan of sorron', unfulfilled. Years pas-
sed awny, an.d no shadon' of carc came over
bier delicate spirit. She n'as cducaîed witîb
unn'antcd c.and bier coninrebeusi'"ve mind
graeped çith pez.-:t case, the wholc cardle of
aliairamlc ti, wbl uiany uninds af ordiuary
powers, reý.-rd P- ..uite becyond ibeir reac.-
She plavecd te.quimtelIy upon the tarp, and
%vhen ber soi: 'r'icc accompauac'd ber insiru-
mrni i n some melancholy baiiadai ofc th e
time, my îbaaights wn: brick to thc szd musi-c
-,rb;rh -. as the foreranncr of tic:inx.roductîon to
ibis Cold Wor!d.


