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THE ODD TRICK.
A MORAL TALE.

3 Pdss10NATE people may not improperly be
aﬁfd seli-tormentors : they are sometimes, in-
ﬁ objecis of pity, while they are suffering
heir “angers and their cholers”  They

ys merit the severest reproof, when they
ment those with whem they happen to be
ceted, by not keeping their fiery humour

r the control of reason. Passionate gen-

Ron are often insufferable animals; passion-
pe8¥adies may alsorender themselves intolera-
@bcings. They should therefore, particular-
deavour to correct their irascible tenden-
as their faces, ifrufited by the diszomposure
heir minds, must necessarily lose some, if
-xll therr allurements. The most beauti-
cature 16 be conceived, whea her mind is
%urlmlem state, ceases to appear inabeau-
G hght. She is no longer attraciing, but
%}hng The woman who is a ¥enus ina
becomes in a storm a Medusa. ’

“t a cclebrated watcring-place, a few sum-
s 'wo, Edward Trimnel, as gay and good
red a fellow as ever lived, and very much
voted to the fait,bemng unusually struck with
e appearance of a yeung lady at the assem-
Plj, one cvening, tock no small paias to get
for his p’xrmcr: and his efforts were suc-
lsssfu‘l Miss Pansford, though she had never
D him before, had heard a great deal about
; and knowing that an alhiance with him
pld be hirhly advantagecus to her, as she
@onlv a few handreds at her own disposal,
uﬁ‘m(Jm«]v resolved to avail herscif of his
hie prepossession: in her favour; she there-
readily gave hum her hand the momenthe
ested ity with more policy than prudence,
she had promised it 1o another geatle-

g)‘ her beauty. M.esPansford charmed Trim-
s eye: by her sensdble sprizhiliness, she
oty enterimned his car; bat it was the
cefulness wath whieh her every motion was
mpamcd, that made her inlus opinion com-
Melvatttactive.  Several women Liehad con-
¥scd with. supernior te her in point of under-
gnding. but s0 much graee he never had met
D in sny of bersex.  Her beauty, sensc and
ce. however, united, wauld have been insuf-
ut to attach him 10 her. if he kad not dis-
@ cred that she was with ail these accom-
= menis. passessed of a temper congenial to
@8 cvu. The smaliest traces of an apposite
rosition 1 her, would have prevented him

from wishing 10 be upon a more intimate foot-
ing with her; but as she really appeared to
him 1o have the sweetest temper in the world,
he fult a strong desire to improve his acquain-
tance with her.

Edward went home to kis apartments, after
having waited on Miss Pansford to hers, in a
very agitated condition ; he was almost intoxi-
caied with the pleasure which he had received
from her personal charms, lively conversation,
and winning behaviour. e retired to his pil-
low mercly beeause he was too restless to sit
up, for he did not feel the least inclination to
close his eyes. Dorpheus, however, at last
“steeped his sonses in forgetfulness.”

As soon as ke awoke in the morning, his
recollections would not suffer him to remainin
his then situation.  Fl. arose immediately, and
wished to accelerate the flight of titne, that he
might pay a visit to his bewitching partner.

Whiie he was, with the utmost impatience,
waiting for the hour of propricty, he received
a letter, in 2 very unexpected styvle, from the
gentleman to whom Miss Pansford had pre-
f.rred him the preceding evening ; it contained
a formal challenge, couched in the most cava-
lier language imaginable. Edward, who wag
constitutionally of a fearless disposition, and
who had frequently given signal proofs of his
personzl courage, wrote a very animated an-
swer; inwhich heassured his antagonist, with
cqual fire and frecdom, that he weuld meet him
with the weapons mentioned upon the spot,
and at the hour appomnted. He had fully in-
tended to pay 2 visit to Miss Pansford beforo
the receipt of the letter, to make inquiries con-
cerning her health, after the fatigue ; and was
certamly not at all pleased with hisdisappoint-
meni. But the man of honour would not give
way to ihe loter.

Miss Pansford was the daughter of a brave
officer in the navy, who having a taste by no
means to be graufied, as s wishes always
soarcd out of the reach of his circuinstances,
left her with a very small fortune : so small,
indeed, that if she had not found a generous
friend in a worthy aunt of hers, by the meo-
ther's side, she could never have attempted to
make a genteel appearance in the wrorld ; un-
der the protection, and with the assistance of
iliat aunt, she appeared in the politest circles,
and kept the best of company.

Mrs. HMindley having a complaint, towards
the removal of which her physician—ss re-
markable for his honesty as his sagacity—
thought bathing in the sea might contribute
more than all the physicin christendom, pitch-
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