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Ghe Canadian Evangelist
Is devoted to the (urthersnce of the Goapel of
Chsist, ané pleads for the union of all Le.
lievers in tl e Lord fesus in harmony with Iis
own prayer recorded in the scvenleenth
chapter of John, and on the basls set forth by
the Apostle Paul In the following terms: '' [
therefore, the prisoner fn the Lord, bescech
you to walk worthily of the culling wherewith
ye were catled, with all lowliness and meek.
ness, with loog sufferfng, forbearing one
another in love ; glving diligence to keep the
unity of the Spirlt in the bond of peace,
There Is one body and oge Spitit, even as also
ye were called In one hope of your aathng;
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God
and Father of all, who it over all, and
throagh all, aad in allL"—Eph. iv, 1.6,

This paper, while not clalming to be what
is styled an **organ,” may be taken as falily
representing the people knuwn as Distiples of
Christ in 1hls country.

Dr. Harper on Genesis.

We gave last week a brief note con.
cerning the stir that Dr. Harpet's te.
cent lectures on Genesis, and especially
the one on the story of Cain and Abel,
had created in the religious world, We
think the imporntance of the matter jus.
tifies us in giving in full Dr. Harper's
letter of defense and explanation in re-
gard to the lecture ;

'The Chlcago Herald of Jan. z9th,
attzibuted to me the following lan.
guage:

¢ The story of the murder of Abel by

his brother ts a myth. It it no more
the: truth, so far as we koow,, !han

et SR of e ChpluteTuf oy’ by

means of & wooden horse, or the found-
ing of Rome by Romulus and Remus.’

“I'his statement has been tele-
praphed far and wide and has served
as the basis for articles and editorials
in many of the secular and religious
papers. I have always adopted the
policy of saying nothing when mistep-
resented intentionally or unintention.
ally by statements published in the
papess. It has seemed to me that
little or nothing was gained by contra-
dicting such statements.  In this case
however, acting upon the suggestion of
friends, 1 took the opportunity to pub.
lish in the £erald of the following Fri-
day, Feb. 2nd, a statement, in which,
among other things, was the following
extract from the lecture, which had
been reported :

“\When we compate the biblical ma.
terial with that whichsesembles it on the
outside, we Gnd that it is freeinits
form from imputity of every kind ; the
myth is gone; the exuberant polythe.
ism is gone; all that degrades and
fowers is gone.

“The form iy here (just astheformof
the rite of citcumcision was retained).
It is only in the form that there is
much if any resemblance, and this has
been thoroughly cleansed and purified.
You ask, Why did nrot God choose a
different fortn, that there might be no
possible joining of the sacred and the
profane? | answer, God does not
wotk in that way. Why did he allow
slavery and polygamy to continue ?
Why did he allow Abraham to adopt
the language of the very Canaanites
from whom be wished 10 kecp him sep-
arated?  Why did he give to Isael
practically the same table of clean and
unclean animals as that adopted by

other nations? Uie built upon the ma-

terial that was at hand.
w Themeaninggivenisaliogether new.
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It is the first crime; it i a crime ; it s
called a ctime and punished asa crime,
The real meaning of a thousand such
stories as that 6f Romulus and Remus,
the Cabiri, and the Cotybantes, will
not equal in force and in intluence
upon human life the story of Cain and
Abelas we have it from the prophetic
writer. The spirit of the story is en.
tirely unique, being didactic and rels
giousthroughout.  And what now was
the putpose in it all? Why did our
writer change so greatly the material
he had at hand? Why and whence
this pusified form, this new idea, this
unique spirit?  Because he wasmoved
by a desire 10 help his fellow-men, to
show them by a story of the past the
enormity of sin, the inevitable conse.
quences which follow, Because, in
Lricf, the writer was a prophet, a reli.
gious teacher, a man whose heant
buraed with zeal for a better Ufe, and
who, thetefore, writes this, the proph-
ecy of the par.  Whence this purpose
and the skill to give it execution? If
it was merely natural genius, how shall
we cxplain the total absence of such
genius in nations of older civilization,
of lofiier intcllectual acquirements?
We may not deny that there is be-
neath and above all this the plan and
the purpose of a mighty and beneficent
God,

“ As always happens, this statement,
though published, wasnot zelcgmphcd as
pthe.fornen aleged matéuient ad oedn,
and so the first stands practically with-
out contradiction. It seems, there-
fore, proper to say,

‘1. That no tuch statement a3 the
(iest, quoted above, occurred in thelec-
ture referred to.

“ 3. That a statement (see above)
practically the opposite was made.

** 3. That the lectures are published
in full in successive numbers of the
Bitlical Werld, a monthly published
by the Universty of Chicago Press

‘4. Thateriticism based upon news-
paper reports is unfair and unjust.

“ The wnter is willing to be held re.
sponsible for the utterances which he
made, but not for utterances the very
opposite of those made. He is willing
to be made responsible for the state
ments inade in the articles published in
the Ziillical World, but not for brief
newspaper seports made by men with.
out any adeQuate knowledge of the sub.
ject they are trealing. It scems only
just to the interests with which the
writer is connected to make these state-
ments"— Christian Lvangelist,

Who is Responsible?

ANNIE . BRADLEY.

Frances E. Willard says—and she
always investigates bfore she speaks
—that there are many scwing women
in Chicago who make one dozen shins
for 75 cents, who put the “finishing
touches ¥ upon coats at 4 cents cach,
and children who tail twelve hours a
day for $1 per week.

And as 1 read, I wondercd if these
facts did not throw some light upon the
question as o why there is so much
degradation in our larger cities? Is
there no connecting link  beiween
hunger and sin?

May God in His tender mercy both

prgrye—

our sellishness, spend so much where
it is not needed, and so little where it
is nceded most. And may he pi y=—
oh, so divincly pity—the weak, the
tempted, hungry ones who sell their
souls for bread,

What right have you or I to con-
demn our fallen sisters?  Sheltered,
protected, loved, with never the breath
of hcaven atlowed to blow too rudely
upon our cheek, what right have you
or I to point the finger of scorn to
yonder hungry, tempest-lossed one,
even though she may have become
deeply stained with the filthy mire of
sin ?

Instead of drawing our spotless robes
the closer around us lest they should
be brushed by some errng sister as
she goes by, let ug, on bended knee,
thank God for the fate that allowed us
to be nurtured under kinder skies.
Let us remember that if they—the sin.
stained outcast ones-~had known the
constant blessings vouchsafed to us
they might now be nobler, grander
women than you or I can ever make,
And let us also remember—with a
shudder if we will, yet with thanksgiv.
ing, too,~that if you or 1 had bLeen
“driven through the hell of their un.
told temptations, we might be tess up-
right in our daily walk than they.”
Then, as we remember, let us inject
into our whiter souls some of that di-
vite compassion that the,Christd
Lo IGEw :rp::l w‘r.:ow, ﬁ% the sand
the woman’s sin, and thea with a for-
giving love that only the Son of God
could know, say to the falten but peni-
tent one, * Neither do 1 condammn titee
only sin no more,”

I have sufficient faith in hrman na-
wre 10 believe that almost every one
would prefer a life of virtue and truth
to one of sin and shame ; but hunger
and cold are giant powers that paralyze
the nobler and devclop the lower in-
stincts of humanity.

Surely in a world so full of all good
gifts as 15 ours, the Great Fazher and
Giver never intended that his weaker
children should be driven to »in that
they might be enabled 1o appease their
hunger |

I shrink from what 1 am wiiting, 28
does every other woman who has not
mounted to far higher rounds upon
the Christian ladder, and yet a power
that T darc not disobey scems to be
forcing me to plead that the * sinned
against " shall receive from those who
have known the Crucified a helping
hand and a gentler pity.

An crring womnan is no moie begond
the hape of redempticn than 3s the ert-
ing man ; yet at the very fint sign of
repentance a thousand helpit.g hands
are cagerly held forth to uplift the
fallen man, Aye, more, gully men
and women go out into the haunts of
sin, hold up Christ before the sin.
smirched eyes and plead with the man,
however depraved, 1o returm o the
paths of virtue  And then when he
does return, as, thank God. hi: often
does, no one remembers the i in ex-
cept to love and tespect him mo te bie
cause of the effort he made 1o con-
quer.

But the fallen woman-~the woanao,
perhaps, driven to sin by want, or
tempted und betrayedl where perhaps

pity and forgive. Forgive us who, in

she loved and trustad the most—y no

"daughter that }

helping hand js held out toher.  [€she
remembers the days when she knelt at
her mother’s knee to pray, and longs to
return to the forsaken paths of vittue—
then may God pity and aid her, (or in
the fierce, unequal bautle which she
will have to fight she can look for help
and pity from no other source, Wher-
cver she goes she meets with disteust,
It she dates to enter a church there is
no pure woman sufticiently strong to
brave public opinion by bidding her
welcome.  If she stnves 10 sicure
honest wotk we all remember ** what
she has been' and, in our virtuous
hotror, {turn eoldly from her.  In very
truth, when she asks for bread as the
return for faithful labor we give hera
stone ; and when she asks for meat we
give her a scorpion that stings her back
to sin and death.

Why should this be so? Why should
we, like the father in the sacred story,
‘“tun to meet ” the returning prodigal ;
put shoes, indicative of high social
standing, upon his feet; the ring,
symbol of retuened authority, upon his
hand ; the robes of respectability upon
his person ; kill for him the fatted calf,
and join in glad rejoicing, because the:
one who was dead is alive again, the
lost is found.

We do all this, and T am so glad
that this is s0, because—simply because
the prodigal son has come home again,

But alas. rm. for _ the prodigal

as \undcrcd away from
her home} ‘Though she longs tore-
turn yet can she find no place of re-
pentance, though she secks it catefully

o1 with tears,

Do not mistake me. Ido not argue
that sin should go uncondemned  (rod
speed the day when every form o sin
will be openly and bittesly condemned
and the higher the place where sin is
discovered, the deeper and blacker let
the condemnation be. Dut I do so
carnestly plead that the avenues fo
sin be not so numerous, and that the
avenues feow sin be more easily fomnd.

And these gates that tead from sin
inte a purer life must beunbarred by
women,  Woman with her face full of
pity because hor heart is full of love,
with une hand .clasping Christ’s for
safety and with the other extending
honest, remunerative work, must prove
her kinship with the skies by making it
possible for the erding ones to belicve
that a Saviour, born of woman, came
not to call the righteous but sinners to
tepentance,—Christian Evangelist,

“A Very Poor Sermon.”

“What do you think of my sermon ?”
said a young preacher to a venerable
tinister in whosc presence he had
been delivering 2 discourse,

A very poot scrmon, indeed,” said
he.

Y\ poor sermon ' said the young
man; * it took me a lung time to study
in”

*“ Ay, no doubt of it.”

“Why! didyou not think my ex-
Manation of the text a very good one?”

“Oh, yes," said the old preacher,
* yery good, indeed.”

“ \Well, then, why did you say itisa
poor sermon?  Uidn't you think the
metaphors were appropriate, and the ar-
gumenis conclusive ”

“VYes, they were very good, as far
as that goes : but sull 1t wasa very poor
scrmon.”

“AWVill you tell me why you think 1t
a poot scemon 2"

“ Because,” said he, *“there was no
Christ in jt.”

“Well,” said the young man,
“Christ was not In the text; we are
not te be preaching Christ always: we
must preach what is in the text.”

So the old man said

“Don't you know, young man,”
said the minister, “that from ecvery
town, and every village, and every httle
hamlet in England, whetever itmay be,
there is a road to London "

“Yes,” said the young man.

“Ah 1" said the old divine,” and so
from every text in Scripture there is a
road to the metropolis of the Scripture,
that is Christ. And, my dear brother,
yout business is, when you get a text,
to say, "' Now, what is the road 1o
Christ 2 and then preach a sermon,
running along the 10ad to the great te.
tropolis—Christ.  And,” said he, " if
I have found atext that has not a road
to Christ in it, I will make ome; I will
go over hedge and ditch, but I would
get at my Master; for the sermon can:
not do any good unless there is a savor
of Christ in it,"vSeleeted.

Huxley's Tribute to the Bib_ls.

We have oProf, Huxley's own detis

mony not only that he isagnostic, but
that he is the author of the term, It
is therefore especially interesting to hear
what he has to say about the Bible,

*1 have always been in favor,” says
the professor, “of secular cducation
mn the sense of education without the-
ology; but I must confess that Lhave
been no less seriously perplexed o
know by what .practical measurcs the
religious feeling, which is the essential
basis of conduct, was to be kept up, in
the present utterly .chaotic state of
opinion on these matters, without the
use of the Bible. T'he pagan moralists
lack life and color ; and evep the noble
stoic, Marcus Antoninus, is too high
and rtefined for the ordinaty child.
Take the Bible as a whole, make the
severest deductions which fair griticism
can dictate, and there still remains in
this old hterature a vast residuum gf
moral teauty and grandeur. By the
study of what othet book would chil.
dren be so much humanized? If
Bible reading is not accompanied hy
constzaint and solemnity, I do not be-
lieve there is anything in which chil
dren take more pleasure.”—London
Public Opinion,

Every man can help on the world's
wotk morc than he knows of, What
we want is the single eye, that we may
see what our wotk is i the humility to
accept it, however lowly ; the faith 10
do it for God, the petseverance 1o go
on till death.—NorMax Mcl.ron

A soul lhn lives under the assurance
of divine favor cannot but bearup pa-
tiently and quietly under the greatest
sufferings thay possibly can befall i in
the wotld.—'T1t0ras Brooke

Pride is as loud a beggar as want,
and a great deal more saucy.
Brxjarzmusy Fravkux,
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