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there. Thle volume, -in his own 'words,
"miiet witb great success."

Even at this period of Mr. Faber's lifè,
a casual reader of bis letters; iiglbr be led
to regard thena as ernanating froin the pen
of a fervent Catliolic. Exteriorly he wvas
an Anglican, but in bis heart lie wvas a
Catlh.ijr His study of the lives of the
saints, his deep research and wide
sclîolarship), and bis foreign travels hýd
convinced hini that the Catholie Chutrcbi
was not the ionster whicli bis ignorant
co-religionists asserted. \Vben tberefore
in 1842 lie wvas aî)pointed rector of Elton,
lie, iii the words of bis hiographer, l3ow-
den, " deterniined to pay a short visit to
the continent . . . nowv more as a learner
than as a critic- . . . He had a nev source
of interest in the inquiry ; for the office
wbicli lvý was about to assume made himi
anxious to gather hints for the work which
it wotild impo.se." WVitb this purpose he
v'isited Romie wvbere lie wvas received by
Cardinal Acton and I)r. Grant wboni bie
came to know tbrougb letters of introduc-
tion froni Dr. Wiseman- In an interview
'vitti Pius IX, tic latter urged up0fl him
tie necessity of giving bis own soul the
first consideration iii the niatter of salva-
tion. Maving, inoreover, visited ail the
places ot Catholic înterest in the eternal
city, tic effect upon himw'as natural. lie
afterwards saîd tlîat uI)of a certain day,
ivbile, in the Cliurch of St. Aloysius, be
felt that if iii threc years lie %were flot a
Catholic, lie would have lobt bis nîiind.
In fact, on bis return to Elton in i1843,

bis conversion ivas retarded by tic advice
of Mr. Newman wlîo cauticned delay as a
prudent p)relîmiinary. But Mr. Faber
lîiaself 'vas careful to take no step)
tlîrougli iere self-wvill ; and consequently
his three years rectorship, of Elton weie
nîarked by unceasirlg prayer andj penarice,
that God iîîight direct bimn in the way of
truth. During this period lie introduced
anîong bis parishoners nîany %Catholic
practices, such as confession, devotion to
the sacred hîeart, fasting, etc. Elton soon
changed froni a dissipated town to a
niodel parish. But its rector attributed
his success rather to his' Catlîolic innova-
tions than to any excellence of tie
A&nglican ritual. The neighboring parishes
were not a little surpnised at bis strange
nîethod, but bis open manner and kind

lieart, coupled with lus power of pleasing
ail classes, lîad endeared liîm to bis fiock,
and do what hie might their sympathies
were always with Iiiiii.

Finally in 1845 D)r. Newvman joined
the Catholie Cliurch and immediately
wvrote to Mr. Faber that the latter was
outsîde the fold. Tlhis ivas ail that Faber
required. His cburch at Elton wvas i
dcbt, but a gift froni a Protestant friend
enabled hîini to u-neet this last difficulty.
Amidst the tears and good wishes of bis
parishoners lie left Elton tor Northamipton,
wliere on the i 7thl of Noveniber lus long-
chierisbed hiopes were rcalizcd. Seven of
bis iarisboners uvith a fcw others were re-
ceived with lin, Bishop \Varing perforrn-
ing tlîe cereniony. The seven converts
mcntioned were nienibers of a young
mien)s society whicil Mr. Faber liad
estaGlished at Elton. H"-encefortb, as we
sliall sec the latter lived in inseparable
union with lus tellouv converts.

FHib conversion opened a iiew 1)eriod in
his life. From tlîat occurenct to bis
death lie lived as a devout servant of
Christ, at the liead of a conimunity wbiclî
soon grewv to be a potent factor in tie re-
establishmient of Catlîolicity iii England.

After tus reception, Mr. Faber went to
B3irmingham where lie formied a sort of
coniniunity with thie other converts. It is
interesting to trace this body froin its
nieagre bcginning under the nanie of ibis
Brothers of tlîe WVill of $.-od at Birming-
hami to tie death of its founder, wvben, as
the Oratoriaisý of St. Phillip Neri, its
niemibers wverc already sprcad throughiout
England and Catbolicity was again rearing
ber hîead. Slîortly after its foundation
Mr. Faber 'vent to Rome to solicit assist-
ance in its behaîf. On bis return bie
found nmany applicants for admission into
lus coniiunity. Kindly accepting ail, lie
uvas soon surrounded by a tbriving little
band of devotees. They visited the sick,
invited the public for instruction, and beld
public services. l'bese latter ivere at-
tractive owving to the introduction of
nmusic, sing'ing, and the rosary. Most of
the bymns used by Uic comniunity wvere
uvritten by its director and to bim nmay be
in great measure attributed the spreading
of that beautiful practice of congregational
siruging, which is -,o potent a means of
exciting devotional fervor.
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