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jewels of the upper earth, the enieralds and the sardonyxes and
jaspers and other geins " ; there is «"the purpie of woniderftul
lustre, also the radiance of gold and the white whiIil is whiiter
than snow, mnaking, that truc earth such thiat to behiold it, is a-i
siglht for the blcssed." rMie inliabitants "«have no disease, but
thiey hiear the voices of tie gods and receive thecir atiswers, and
enijoy sensible visions> and hiold converse with thein, aiid their
othier blessedness is of a piece -%Nitli thiis."

The Pliedo, from wvhichi most, of the precedingr extracts hiave
been taken, wviIl ever remiain the highlest achiievemnent of specu-
lative reason. t, marks the utrnost lim-it that uniaided hiuman
intellect can. ever hlope to, attain. But it wvas a hiuman effort
after all, and thie stream could not risc above its source. Earth
can neyer risc to hieaven ; if earth and heaven meet, it, must be
bylheaven colning down to earth. Nolhunmanlhand cax rend the
veil that Iiides Mie unseen, yet it niay be tliat froin the hieaven-
sie lighit i-nay break thirouglii. There is indeed a deep sign-.ifi-
cance in the faet thiat.Socraites' confession of luis owvn inability
to solve the pressing probleins of Ihurnan destiny, and to pelle-
trate the unysteries of the un-cen, is so frequently accompanied
by an. expression of yearning desire alter ligh:,It froin on Ilîi.
Certain it, is tliat lie thought it no unreasonable supposition that
the gods -%vould convey their will to mortals thirough revelation,
whien. they could xuot, ascertain it by learning. Thiere is the ring
of prophecy about the following passage:- "Failing in ti s, thiat
is to say, if a manu can neithier find the truth by lis own facul-
ties, îuor Iearn it throughl the hielp of' others, then, laving chosen
that wvhichi is at, ail events the best and înost irrefragable of
humiian doctrines, lie ought to eitbarkz thereon like a mariner
goingr to sea on a. raf t (ini default of aniy better conveyance) ai-d
sail throughi life's voyeae, unless, indeed, it wvere possible to pro-
ceed on one's way more sccurely and with less danger, or on somne
divine doctrilze (yî6xov OELo O )

Tlndaunted by the mazgnitude o? the problems which Socra-
tes had laborcd in vain to solve, bis successors, with aiuazing
pertinacity, returned agcaini and atgain to tie task. Nover hiad
such dcnnsbeen made upon philosophy: neyer did philosophy
fail so, utterly to stand the test. With Mie loss o? em)pire, the
moral, social, and political life o? Mthens was coiinplotely under-
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