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new very happy. But I must relate a few par-
ticulars.

A fow wceks aftcr that evcning, I was taken
suddenly very ili, and soon lest censcieusness iu
delirium. 0f many days I remembex Lthing;
but towards the close of a fine February after-
noon, 1 opeuced my cyes te, a kuowledge of my
situation, and begau te realize tint 1 had been
very ili. I feît very ivcak, and one baud whicb
lay upon the coverlot, w1as white and tuan.
Julia was sitting beside me, and bout over me
witb a look of the most tender affiction, while a
deep blusb suifused ber lovely countenance.

Il Doar Charlie, you iili soon ho well again,"1
aie murmuxed.

"9Perbapas s," 1 suid feebly bat what have
I te live for 1"

tg Uulsb, do net apeak se, or, indcod, uet atahi,"1
abe added, platyfully, "lfor it is against the rules,
yeu know, and I aan fodel nurse."

64Just eue word," I pleaded, fer something in
ber maunex thrillod my very soul, and gave me
courage te, procced; I love yeul Mayl1hope?1)

IlYes," she whispered, bivshing-oh, clarzning
blusi 1I14Yts, for I love yen."1

"As a wife shouid, Julia ?"
"Yes-but, indood, you must net talk any

more, or I shah ho vcry angry," but a large tear
whicb fell on my cheek, belied a dispobition te
nager. But 1 grasped the littie bauds wih

wcre se tendorly urrangiug my pilews, aud feeling
my right, drew dowa the lovely face te, me, aud
kissod it, and then meekly swalloed the
draugit she offered me, aud closing my ojes,
soon foîl asieep.

We are te ho married uext menti, and though
Julia bas net yet told me whici eof ber thrc par-
ticular masculine friends stands iighcst in ber
estimation, I do not ente, for 1 know thati1 staud
above any of tiera.

If eue of them marries soon, eranaything eisc
particuiarly interestiug befails them, I shalh ndd
it te wvhat 1 bave alroady written te this dinry.
Till thon, Messieurs .Adolpi, Waltor, and FranIk,
adieu.

Hlamilton, C. W., 1866.

CANADA FOX-11UNTING.

F ROM time immemerial MerrY Englaud bas
been renowuod fox ber field spert.s; pro-

minent nmengst whicb suay be reckened bier ex-
citiug pastiîtne of Fex-hunting, thc pride, the
glory par exrcellence of the roysteriag Englisi
îqulre. Mauy may net be aware tînt wc aise, lu
eux far-of Canada, bave a method of Fox-lent-
iug poculiariy eux ow-in iarmony with the
nature of the country-adapted te tie rigors ef
eux arctic wiutor seasn-the succesaful prosecu-
tien ef whiti calîs forth more endurance, a
keener igit, a more tiorougi knewledgc of the
habits ef tic animai, a deeper self-control and
greater sagncity than dos tic Englisi sport; fox
as tic proveri truiysanys, "lPour attrapr&
l>te, faut être plus fia qu'elle.» prl

A short sketch* cf a Cunadian Fox-lunt may
net, thorefere, prove uninteresting. At the enset,
lot tic reader heur la mmnd tint Six Roynnrd
Canadensis is ratier a rakis, dlssipated gentle-.
ma, censtantly turning nigit inte daybi the
habit ef perambulating tirougi tic forests; the
filds, and bomestends, at Most impreper heurs,
te ascertain whotier, perclauce, somne old dame
Partlett, some hioary gobbier, Soma thoughtless
mother goose, aliured te wander ovex tic farm
yard by the jocund rays of a rcturning Marci
sun, may net have been forgotten outaide of
the harn, when tic negligent stable bey closed
up for tic nigit; or cîse whethex soeogay Le-
tiarie cf a haro in yondex tiicket, mny net by the
sulent and discreet rays of the meon, be whisper-
ing soft nonsense in tic car of somne guileicas,
milk-white de, escaped from a parent's vigilant
eye. Fox on suci bas tic midigit maraud-
er set bis hert: ufter suci doos ho neiselessiy
prowl, favoured by darkness-thc dissipated ras-
eni--querens quein devoret, dctermincd te make
up, on tic morrow, by a long meridian siesta on

0 1 amn indebted for a deai of tic information cou-
talned la thus communication t e i lresldent of the
Mos resi UYmnaaumn, an li Land at fox.lluu"lg.

tie biglest pinnacle of a snow-drift, fox thc bs
cf lis nigit'a rest. Should fortune refuse tic siY1
prowlox thc coveted bon, turkoy, gooso or hure,1
warmiy clad in i& fur cent and leggings, with
tail horizontal, le salles forth over tic snoiv-
wreathed fields, on tic askirta cf tic woods, in
searci cf ground mice, lis erdinary provender.
But, you will sny, iow cau ho discover tbemn
under the snow? B1y tint wondorfni instinct with1
whici nature has eadowed the brute crention, te
prevido fox tieir sustenance, oaci animai accord-1
iug te its nature, te its wants. By lis marveilous-
iy acute eux, the foi doteots tic ground meuse,
under tie suow thougi ho sbould itter a noise1
scareeiy audible te a human car. Mr. Fox sotsi
instaufly*to work,digs dowu te the eartlî, and lu
a trice gobiles up inus, bis wifo, and Young
family. kihould uotbiug occur te disturb lus ar-
rangements, he devotes caci day iii winter, from
ton or haif-past ton in the forenoon until four ini
tic afternoon, te repose-slecw.ing tic lofticst
suow-bauk ho eau find, orex ci a large rock, or
perchanco ana' other ominence from which,

"lMouarci cf al l e surveijs,"

ho eau command a goca V-icw cf tic uigibour-
iood and rendily scont approuciing danger. Nor
dos ho drop col' imxnediatchy lu a sound sicep,
liko a turtie .ed alderman, but ratier like
a suspicieus, bloodtixsty land pirate, as ho is,
ho irst suatches lastily "lforty wiuks," theu
starta up nervously, fox several times, scanniug
alround witl lis cruel, cunning eye-snuffiug tic
air. Siould le ho satisfied tint ne cause cf ainrrn
exista, ho scrnps himself abed, if lu tic sneov, auid
warmiy wrapped in is soft fur cioak, ho coilsi hm-
self up, cat-fasiion, in tic Sun, witi bis bushy tail
brougit over bis leud, but careful te kcep lis
nose te tic direction from whiicitic wind blewa,
se as t> catch tic irst notice cf and scout tic
lurking enomy. On a stormy, blustery day, tic
fox wil, howevcr, usually seek tic sieltex cf
some busies ex trees, and on snclb occasions
is usually found undex tic tee cf somo little
woodcd peint, whcre, steeped in swcet, ialmy
sieep, leo aa dxeam cof clucking Ions, fat
turkies and tender levercts,-sheltered from
tic stormu, and stili iaving an uniutcrxupted
view before hlm. Tic buntex, when bout on a
fox bunt, is caroful te wenx garmouts whose
colour blond witi tic prevailiug bue cf fxosted
nature; a white cettea. capot, and capuchon te
matei laslipped over bis great cet; pants aise
white-everything te harmonize witi tic snow;
a paix cf snow-sices and a short gun complote
lis oquipment. Once nrrived at tic spot whcro
lo expects te meet reynard, ho looks carefully
about fox igus cf trucks, and hnviug discevercd
fresi cnes, ho follows tiem kecping a very sbarp
look out. Siould ho perceive a foi. and tint
tic animal ho net asleep, it is thon tfint ho bas
neod cf nl lbis ivits and cf all tic knewledge cf
tic auimal's habits, ho uiay possess. As prcviously
stntcd tic fox depends principnlly on bis sceut te
discovex danger, but bis eyc is aise good, and te
succced la approacig withil gun ahot cf hima
in tic open country, tic buntex must wtci, every
motion mest cnrofully, meving enly wien tic
animal's gaze is avorted, and stepping instautly,
tic moment le looks tewards hlm, ne matter wiat
position tic bunter'a may ho at thnt time. No
mattex hew unnomfortable le may fcei; novo ho
dure net, foot or 11mb ; tIc oye cf tic fox is ou
iim and tic leat movement would betray bimi,
and alaxm lis watciful quarry. It wiiibc casily
conceived, tint te suceesafuuiy carry ont tuis pro-
gramme, requixea nerves cf steel and a patienoe id
toute épreuve. It bas beeu e cf eux fiend'a good
iuck once te approncb thus a fox, witin 20 feet,
witiout bis detecting us; needicass te say, it was
donc against tic wind. Soute fcw huntors can
se exuctly imitate tic cry cf the ground mouse,
ns te bring tic fox te tiemu, especially if ho is very
iuagry, but it la net niways tînt tuis plan suc-
ceeds. Tic nniinnl's car is keen ; tic aigltest
defeet la tic imitation betraya tic tmap, and
away cantera nlarmed reynard ut railroad spcod.
Some huatera prefox te wtci tic fox, and wait
until he fails aalccp, which tiey kncw bo will
sureiy do, if net disturbed, and tion they onu
approac irlmeaily enough aguinat the wind.
It la flot unusuni*for thepi W get witbia ifteen

feet of the animal, before the noise of their foot-
steps causes bim to awake,-as niay readily be
supposed ia such cases, his awakening and death
arc generally imuitanos.

It is a fact worthy of note that the fox, if un-
disturbed, wvill cvcry day return te the ame
pliace to siccp, and about the same hour. These
animais are not as abundant now as they were a
few yoars baek.

The extent of country travelied over by a fox
by moonliglite ach niglit, at times is very grent.
Not many years ago, a Quebec hunter, who is in
the habit of cnjoying bis morning wnlk at the
break of day, iaformed the writer that on
many occasions, ho bas accu the siy wanderer, on
being disturbed from the neigbbourhood of the
Tanneries in St. Valuier street, hieing away at a
gallop towards the Lorette and Charlcsbourg
motntains, a distance of nine miles each wvay.

Quebec, February, 1866. J. M.- LEXMt.

WINTER.

G RIM-winter iL upen us. Jack Frost is bitingXus kenly, and with bis magic brush is
decoratlng eux wiudows with beautiful pictures.

"Nature lu ail ler werks aubdued
La but a frozen siolitude."'

But wiutcr is not by any mens a dul season;
on the contrnry it affords te, mauy, much plensure
and amusement. The graceful aud accomplisbed
akater glides swiftly ever the ice on the renown-
ed Victoria and Guilbault Rinka, as well as the
lesser eues nlong our river; while in the back-
ground may be seen the lover of herses and
horse-rncing, sbowing his animal off te the best
advantage. The snewshoer pieds bis wvay over
and around Mount Royal during the long and
bright moonligit nights. Drives te Lachine and
over to St. Lambert are aillthe rage. Itilathc
tino for the social eutcrtainment, the warma and
invitiug lire on the little parleur hearti, the
faveurite author, and-excuse me advocate of
total abstineuce-the glass of hot punch. Oh 1
whe would net enjoy the bracing (Janadian
wintcr I It is true, we have sometimes te suifer
from tic eifccts of frozea lingers, tocs, checks,
ears and noses, and are often compelled te say in
the werds of Shakespeare, Il'Tis bitter celd."P
But what of ail tis ? we reoeive instcad thereot,
good health, one of Henveu's grcatest blessiugs.
Lot us ne: grumble thea, uer ho dLsatisfiedp but
always recollect that cverything cernes in ils own
appointed dine.

And wc ougit aise te leaxa a lesson from
wiuter. It sheuld put us lu mind of the winter
of old age, when eux bonds-if we are sparcd-
will ho whitened with the snews of years, and
we shall be looking back with picasure, upon the
summer of eux lives, even as wc are now regard-
ing the many happy days wc have spent dur-
ing the semsons of summer and autumu, which
have just passed.

Mauy whe began the spring time of lifu with
as much, nay more strength and vigeur than wo,
are new lyiug peaccfully ncath tieclcode in the
silent cemctery, and the wintry winds tirough
thc ueighbouring trees, are whistliag a requiem
over their graves.

The cold, white marbie alone keepe theix vigils
tirougi tic lo'ng silent nights. The winter's
pierciug blast, nd the summer's scorching Sun
are te, them utike. Thcy have passed dowu te,
the gilent city of the dead, and in the bustle,
nd hurry, and tumult of this world they are sot

down uuremembered, save when we visit theix
graves and read the inscription on the tombstoue
that marks tbeir lut rosting.place.

Montreal, Januaxy, 1866.
.&RLTIST.

A POER P OU SIMPKINS.-Employcr (ternly) :
"Late agnin, air, as msal. Whnt's tic mattor

witi youx oye?"iSimpkins (zeakolas a blacic
e7e):14"Wiy you sec, sir-unfortaunte accident,
six. As I was sitting np studying tic ' Com-_
mercial Oracle,' ticec=die went out and I struck
my bond againat tic bedpost." Emiployer (gm-m-
pily): IlHunspi1 Nover hbard fou£ ingersannd n
thumb called a bedpoutbefore."


