October, 1899,

A Dugilist turned Preacher and
what came of it.

—

Fhie eapitly gathering crowd feil taick
as Jenking xo smddenly  turned - upon
them, and, cven the halfdmuken thre:
whu were bent upon giving the returned
fighiter full  pay for the past, were stag
gered and somewhat nonpulsed at the
turn things had taken. ‘They evidently
thought that the man whe had come to
preach wonld cear ont, and they wouid
liave samething of which to boanst,

*You are not going to beat we il you
hear what 1 have to «ay for myself)”
«aid our friends it you will only listen
to what 1 have to tdll you, 1 think yon
will forgive all that tx past, nnd we shall
be good friends”  He bad reached this
point tn his finpromptu address when
the rowvdies, seding  he wax ready to
make pence, began to uiter threats, and
to ponr maledlctions upon his head, then,
with 1 ydl, ng it poessed by demons,
they, us one man, wade a rash at the
«penker, oue of hem avmed with 2
heavy el What inight have been the
termination of the battle ft ix hard to
wiy, had not an event oceurred which
turned the whole matter to & very happy
conchidion,

I'he three men had pot covered bilf
the space that lay between where thoy
stood and where they expected 1o fall
upon thelr mam, when there was heard
n loud, long, growl, which  wax haif
anntheral tn the throat of the creature
that gave 1t utterance, aud in an in-
stant a huge animal bounded throuzh
the erowvd, struggling to get free from
w chain which was in the hand of a
young  woman,  who,  with all  her
sirenzth was trying to restrain the rag-
ing anfmal. But it was evident, at n
wlanes, she hiad loat controd, and the great
beaxt was swinging her  after him at
will,

e stenck the foremost man fair in the
chest, and, hut for the waight of the wo-
man on the steel ehafn, his great white
teeth wonld have fastened themselves
in his throat, and the results wonld have
heep fearful to contemplate.  As it was
he fell backwards nnd in the fall car-
vied the other two with him, so that the
three were piled in a stragzling heap on
the streot,

Fottic WiHeon had, years ago, reccive
ed a present of an ugly  pappy from a
New York millionaire, who had spent a
fow days at the home of the Dowires
‘while hunting tn the forest, and he felt
that the little grandaunghter, who was
*o fond of wandering In the wonds alone,
needed such a companion as he hoped this
dog wonld mnke.  Tottie had trained the
doz faithtully, unthl he had beeome her
nunt obedient servant, and he had grown
10 he one of the greatest of the Great
Danes, whose sires had hanted the wiid
boars in the forests of Russia  in the
azes fong ngo,

The great dog went with his voung
mistress In- her walks iy the forest, for
there wns not n beast that was the

cqual of “"Dangerfiedd,” as he was el
ol Miss Lottie had, that evening, conwe
ont tv the post oflice for the paper, aml
in tnrning the corner  she catie upen
the vrowl gathered to witneas the battie
of the ginntg,  In the few days that
James Jenkins had spent at the hone of
the Dewires the dog and lie had become
the best of gricudg, apd when the crea.
ture saw the three mon making a rush
at hls pew gound friend he decided to
take o haml, or more correetly speakiug,
a tooth in the fray,

The three fallen men did not walt to
«ee what had struck them, but, op all
fours, aid with shouts of “keep  him
o™ “keep him off ¥’ they disnppeare?
{nto the door of the hotel near by, not
to appeatr again that night.

I'he strong hand of Jenking wns fn n
wommt on the fron collar of the fufuri-
ated Dangeeficld,  and in a short thae
Mixs Wilson had quieted lir rage,

James Jenkins thought it & good time to
apen the work for which he had come =0
far, aud turning to the walting erowd he
snld: "This {a a pretty warm reception
you nre giving an old shantyman, but I
remember  when 1 was here before, 1
made it both hot-amd bine, and it T had
come back the =ame kind of a man as
in the past you might have good reason
to drive me out: but [ am  a changeml
wman, and I um here to tel you all what
great things the Lord has done for my
soul. and, i you have no ohjections, we
might hold n  serviee now on the very

<pot where 1 fousht several times?

The young man Jdid not wait for an
vxpression fram the eompany, but, pro-
read Charles

ducing his hymn book,
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Wesley®s grand wvitation hymnag

“Come sinners to the gospel feast,

Tt every goul be Jesux' guest:

Ye need not ong be left behind,

tfor God hath bidden all mankind.

He had searcely finished reading the
tnut line of the firet verer, when a voler,
elenr ne n sjlver bell, cnught the tune and
wing with a plepding pathos which fell
ks n ospell npon the company: and bes
fore the list Hne of  the stanzn  was
reaclil, a dozen volees  were addend
sl the solo hoesme a chorus,

Then eame the second  verse,  which
wmied e he g poclnmation of the young
man's eall to the prenching of the Gowe
pel but this ond was read in a voice
which was tremutous with emation,

“Sent by my Lord on you 1 call,

‘Plhe {nvitation I ta A1

T'hia thne the chorus was larger, and
the «pgcing  more pronotneed, ag the
heavy voleea of the rough men followed
that of the young cin, who led faithtule
13 to the end,  Jenking was almost over-
panwered, aml he fell upon hic knees and
pronred forth e prayer to God for hime
soif §n the work to which he had been
ealled, I was a prayer which  wight
have run fonl of the refined lastes of
those need to preachers  of edueation,
but it was well in keeping with the clr.
enmstanee of the man whe offercd it
The tull tide of his emoliong was poured
forth upnn the evening afr like the rali.
ing of great waters, and ali the people
of the little hamlet knew that something
wnnsand wae belug  enneted W thelr
midet.  Most of the people pracent stoed
and looked on, bhut some kaelt  with
bowed heads, and onee or twice there
was heard a suppressed  “pralse  the
Lord” and “Haldeluejah™ and “Glory
to Gl all of which was like ol upon
a flame to the man who led the prayer,

Prayer over, the preacher read  the
story of the return of the prodigal son
to the home of his father, and then told
them the story of his own prodigaiity
and return to the Father who gave his
Son to die for him,
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