
The. Stonlng of Stophon

9F. tien by tie Jcws miglit he expectel froî,î
the sons of those wlioae fatliers had always
reststedl the lioly Spirit.
1. What Stéphen Baw in His Lant Heur,

54-56.
V. 54. Tlîese ilingg; the wlîole Ppecl,

but especially ttîe last ctharge, va. 52, 53.
Cig t he i heari; cxaspcrated. Geoeshed on
him cOh li udr iîeth; the outeome of their
exasperatioli.

v. 1% Pil of itse foly (lied. C'ompare

eh. ti: 3. ttIlly to sîîclà a,, une wotild it be
graîîted tii see tie divine vision. 77îe glorY
cf Uîol. Cod covers Iiiioseif wiîl, liglit as
with a garmient (Ps. 104 : 2), aîîd only Vliis
ta accu by mortalceyce. (Ex. 16 :10.) Jîsus;
tîje lisVoricat Person, tlie vcry man of
Nazarethi. Slanding. "Wlîy standing, nlot
sittimîg? Tiîat by 1-is attitude lic unay show
Hinueîf ready te aid 1-is iiartyr." (Chry-
osnnuu.) Oui the righi heiîd; tlie place of
power. Thîis positioni of luonor was a visible
proof that tiod liad acknowledged Jeans as
the Mcaespiali and Hie. Son. (Sec Reon. 1 : 4.)

V. 56. The heawen opened. (Joli', 1 : 51 ;
Heb. 9 : 24.) The new and living way bte
tlie vcry presence of (iod bas heen opcncd
for us by Jesus, the crucificd and risen Son
cf in (Heb. 10: 19, 20). Son of mnan; thé
favorite title of Himscîf uscd by Jeans and
neyer, exccpt here, by anyone css. IV was
a Measianie title, drawn perbape from Daniel
7 :13, 11dcnote that thé Mossiab was the
head of tlîe kingdoun cf humanitv. It ta
f rom Vhid right hand of powcr tlîat 1-e will
corns e Vojudge the woild.
IL What He Bufféred, 57, 58.

V. 57. ('ieis oui ,cilh a lous voir,; in théir
rage and se as Vo silence hun.
,Stopped itîr cors; Vo elîut out
aucli blaspliemona worda.

V. 58. Cast him eus of the ci*y;
in accordancé wtb thse law, Lev.
24: 14. Stosedhim; tlîe punish-
ment for blasphcmy. Wlîetlîer
this was legal or not wé cùnnot
say, for thse Romans usnially kcpt
thé executton cf a capital sen-
tencé in their own control. 25te
uibseuse laidl doien ther cbothes.

According Vo Dent. 17 : 7, thé

witncesscs against the condemned person had
te throw tie first stone. Thev laid aside
tîjeir fiowing outer rolxsf, to free tlieir arme
foir thrOwing. li'hose nairne wai Saut; now
ielitiollîd v(erv dramatically for the firat

tinie. The future apostie to the Gentiles
consents to tie death of him whe was stinéd
becasise hie firat suggested duat the law and
tie temple liad served tlîcir day. Paul. the
apostie, was thespiritual successor of Stephien
the martyr. ,Siîs. Sec I)ictionarY, page 86.

III. What Héf laid, 59, 60.
1%. 59. Cilling uipon the Lord .'tev. V'er.

tie Lord Christ. Lord Jes. Stephen liad
no doubt as to the divinity of his Lord and
Mlaster. He prava to Hum and commite his
spirit Vo liii witliont reserve.

V. 60. Cried ivith a loicl ice. Se Luire
23: 46. He dicd fuîlly consolons of what he
was saying. Ford, loy not thia irn te their
charge. Do noV count this a sin that cannot
be forgiventhem. (Sec Luke 23 : 34.) Luire
evidently is otruck by Uic resemblance of
Stephen Vo his Master in spirit and in his
death. Tlîe traits of Steptien are péculiarly
close Vo tliose recorded of Christ in thé gos-
pel of Lnke. He fr11 as? erp. Sc 1 Cor. 15:
18 and t Thess. 4: 14 for tliis figure, whtch
ta a fine picture of the rest into which thé
martyr entered alter the tiere onslaught of
the Jews. .And Seul wos eonsmiing Uieo hi.
death. Thèse words sliould go, a ln the
Rev. Ver., with the tnarrative of Stephen'a
dcath, Vo wlîich they forai a gocd conclu-
sion. liey aiso lead us to expeet that we
stiail lîcar more cf tlîls man Saut. Was
cowîenting. The ternis denotes that thi. was

il,


