
field of christian experience, hie who is not a joined. It is necessary to say this, because
christian is shut out. If such an one should tisera are so mars> societies existing ini which
be a teacher, and there are probably many there is a fellowship, and an advantage upon

;, sucis teachers, then lie may teacis mucis that it wisich many> set a higis value, that these are
is useful to know, but from this whole field lie apt to assume a place in snen's esteem which
is of necessity excluded ; and this is a field should only be given to thc churcis of Christ.
wvhich ought to yield mucis help in the work of JARl societies, however good, eltiser in the
instruction--one's own knowledge and ex- ichurcis or out of the church, are a confession
perience of the Saviour. It is as if thse Apostie that the fellowship in the church is insperfect.
said,9 IlI would like to awaken in your lieart %Ve should ever keep the church above the
such joy as is felt b>' one who knows; the love societies that are in it. Tîsese are temporary
of Christ, and lias experience of His power as and human ; it abideth divine and eternal.
a Saviour, therefore I will tell you something 5. Our message. We are flot only to bring
of my own experience of H-im." We gather, our experience to, bear upon our work, but ire
then, that it is in the life of Jesus Christ wve to remember wve have a message givefi us to
are to find the chief matter of our teaching. deliver. A message or announcement lasome.
That is a field which we can neyer exhaust. thing which is given us to cleliver. This is
But it is possible to have been much with very much forgotten, and if remembered, would
Christ and yet flot know HM. "H1-ave I been be of great assistance to us in Our work. One
so long time with you and yet hast thou flot generail>' feels a responsibility in delivering a
known Me Phiiip ?" Jesus asked of His dis- message given to him b>' another, wvhich he
ciple. It is possible for the life of Christ to, ha does not realize in making a statement of bis
ver>' barren of meanîng for us. We need the own. If wve have' 1heard the messageof Him,"
enlightening power of the Holy Spirit, both to wve will flot forget it nor slight it. The first
apprehend His glor>', and to, convey to others question to ha considered, before we begin to
any right conception of I-lis life. It is in this deliver it, is, have ive heard it distinctly? Do
apprehiension of Jeans Christ, this insighit into f we know it, so that wve cars state it accuratel>'?
I-lis life, this love for Him, whicli constitutes jAre there flot those who overlook this point,
the bond of feliowship betwean Ilis disciples. jbotis among teacliers and preachers, thinking

4. The teaching of tise gospel aima at and that it is flot nacassary to have a clear under.
bringa about a true fellowship between is standing of tise message, nor to niaie an ac.
disciples. And what distinguishies this fellow- curate statemnent of it, but that thse vaguest
ahip from mere aarthiy followvship, lifts iL into conceptions of divine trutis, and a loose state.
a different aphere altogether, is the fact that ment of them, is sufficient for tise purpose.
flot only is our fellowship with one another, [t is flot so that this divine message must bc
but Ilwith the Father and wits Ilis Son Jesus apprchended and taught, "lthat Goa îa liglit
Christ." It is a great mistake, and dishonor- and in Hlm is no darkness at ail." Our next
ing Lu the church of Christ, to draw an>' coin- lessosi involves tise question
parisofi between an>' human societ>' and His 6. Cars ive live without sin? Though tise
churcis, or to, compare the feliowship wbîch wve discussion of man's sin, and thse divine remed>'
have in Christ with the fellovship which mnen for it, ma>' not be a popular subjeet, >'et this is
have in benevolent societies. Tise fellosvship tise vital question in wvhich, in lis serinus
which we have ini Christ is of another order, hours, man is most intarested. Our doctrine
and lias an entirel>' différent grotind. These of sin wiil affect every other doctrine of Our
societies and the feilowahip that is in them, creed. If it appeara to us a liglit thing, then
ma>' be excellent in their wa>', but tisa> are of the atonement of jesus Christ wil flot appear
the earth, and for this present life. The' are to us so great a work as it is, and tihe work of
human throughout. This fellowsisip which ive the 1101>' Spirit wiil flot appear so difficuit: as
have in Jesus Christ bas iLs source in our re- to require divine power to accomplish iL. Wa
demption. I-ta bond is our common attacli- are here axhorted to refrain from sinning. Nor
ment to Jesus Christ as our Redeemner. IL la, are wve to- think tisat tise exhcfrtation is one
therefore, deeper and dloser tisai an>' bonds- wisici e need not attampt to carry' out. We
which arise froni mutual advantage inia sociaL>', ought not to, sin. Tisere la no excuse f&r iL,
or an>' vows of friendsisip in wisichis e may be nor are we held guiltless in consmitting it. We

(373)


