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AN EARLY CLOSING ACT.

-—

N Ontarlo a local option enrly clos-

I Act I8 In force and has Dbeen
tricd, but with indiffczent success,

At the late session of the Quebee Legls-
lnture a bill was introduced by Mr.
Auge, which was thrown out. The bil}
fs worthy of study becausge this ques.
tion n becoming one of Increasing -
portance to the mercantile portion of
the community. 1he tendeney in all
cmployments has been for the past
fifty years towards shorter hours of
cmployment. The longest of working
hours are those common in gtores and
shops.  Nevertheless the tendency of
the thnes is towards a shortening of
there, partly by voluntary action and
partly by legislation. IMrogress ix slow,
as was shown in the previvos issue of
The Review. Mr. Auge has recently
disacusged the matter with the dry
woods employers and clerks in Mon.
treal, and reasons were advanced pro
and con regarding  the gentleman’s
Iarly Cloging Bill. The 3ill as proposed
applies only to ghe larger towns and
cities, but other mandcipalities may
pass by-lawe to provide ximitar av-
rangements, on reayest to the council
of two-thirds of the interested class of
traders. It exempts  tobacco shops,
news depots, hotels and regtaurants,
nnd ment and vegetable stalls from
its provisions, and grocery stores are
to be allowed to keep open until nine
o'clock. Other shops whall be cloxed at
seven o'clock In the eveaning, and re-
main closed until five o'cloek the next
morndng, except, howsever, the even.
ings of Saturday ang those preceding
public holidays. and also during the
Jast two weeks In December. Goods
may be sold in case of death, illness or
accldent, nnd apothecarys’ ghops may
sell medicines and surgjcal ingtruments.
It three-fourths of the merchants, pro-
prictors, tenmnts, or occupants of
shops in these towns, or if three-fourths
of the merchants trading in similar
products so desire, they may petition
the Licutenant-Governor in Couneil and
he may declare that the Act shall no
longer apply to such town or to such
a clags of merchants. The proposed
M {& not sweeping In its reform mea-
rure, but framea rather to suit cir-
cumstances. and providing for the ad-
vancement of public opinfon on the
nuestion of early closing. It is to be
regretted that the LIl did not meet
o better fate, or at least find a worthy
substitute. But Mr. Auge is right in
placing the amtter before the public,
because it is becoming more and more
convincing, as the result of scientific
an deconomic research, that long hours
of labor means mental and physical
deterioration. It & to be regretted
that employers will notv recognize this
and close their shops early in the in.
terests of humanity. Many are doing
thiz, as The Review has pointed out
in recent issues; hut unfortunately

»-there will always be & number who

will grind out of their employres all
that avaricious greediness can extract.
These men teach the publie to buy in
the evenings. in order that they may
help swell the profits of gas and electric
licht companies and wear out the Jives
of the clerks. A shortening of hours
is consonant with the changes in the
working hovurs of the laborer, who now
quits work an hour carlier in many
cages, and consequently the laborer's
wife can huy earlier in the day than
former)y. This removes one of the pre-.
vious objections to this movement for

shorter hours among the mercantile
claases. It is to be hoped that the peo-
ple of Quebee will torce the passage of
this bl

BUSINESS CHANGES.

ONTARIO,

Mrs. R. A, McDonald, milliner, Burrte,
ix dead.

. MeBvela, of Noel & Mcedlveln, dry
gouds, Otuawa, ix dead.

1. K. Carman, dry goods, Prescott,
v tryfng Lo compromise.

I, Glenney, of Ellls & Glenny, dry
woolds, Oshawa, 18 dead.

Thos. Rowe continues the business of
Caddy & Rowe, London.

W J. Hunmniford, hats nund caps, St.
Catharines, hag assipgned.

W. J. McAlpine, tailor, I8 removing
from Mijtchell to Walkerton.

Whittaker iffll tallor. Ottawa, has
asshgned to J. Wilson, Lawrenee,

Alex.  Robertson, grocer and  dry
woods merchant, Perth, I8 oftering  to
compromise.

I, J. Wagner, men's furnishings, New-
market, Ir advertising bis stock  for
sale by tender,

On Augast 1sth fire destroyed Long's
large dryg oods store in Ridgetown.
1.oss, 810,000,

The firm of Shaw and Grundy, mer-
cabnt tailors. Guelph, has been chang-
ed to Shaw and Turner.

Stomemsky & Wartelsky, men's fur-
nishings, Carleton Place, are offering
to compromise at 60 cents on the dol-
lar.

Avarm, Kellnam & Co., diry  doods
merchunts and tailors, Londoa, have
dissolved partnership and Mre. Avarm
continues.

The Wingham woollen mill has
changed hands, Mr. J. A. Moody of
St. Thomas having purchased tt from
Mr. Armstrong and taken possession
lant. week.

After three years of business the fivm
of Williams, Deacon & Co., hat manu-
facturers, are procecding to lHguidate.
(reditors have been offered 40 cents
on the dollar,

The stock of M. Lamont & Co. was
«old for twenty-five cents on the dol-
Inr. Xts valve was $3,200. The book
debts, amounting to $1,700, were gold
for 17 1.2 cents on the dollar.

Messrs. W. (. Bruntou & Son, l.on-
don, sold nnder chattel mortgage the
stock of W, T, Bell, of Watford, to Mr.
Rose of Simcoe. The dry goods, val-
ued at §5,000, realized 31 cents on
the dollar, and the gents’ furnishings,
valued at $693, sold for 535 cents on the
the dollar.

The stock of J. J. Tonkin & Co., hat-
ters, 155 Yonge street, Toronto, was
sold by Campbell & Mav for 54 cens
to Halther Brosx. of Walkerton. The
furniture and shop {ixtures inventoried
at 81,500 were withdrawn by the as-
Signees.

At a meeting of the creditors of R.
;. Abell, the insolvent hat and cap
dealer of Queen street enst, the stock
wagk &old to Mr. D. G. Bradwick of Lon-
don, at 50 cepts oa the dollar. The
stock was valued at $1,000,

J. D. Richardson about six months
ago bought a stock of men’s furnish-
ingg at 63 King street west, Toronto,
antt commenced a rashing  businesas,
which cnded by hir rushing away to
Chicago, much to the sorrow of a large
number of both wholesalers and re-
tatler.s

QUEBEC.

0. Bouchard, dry goods, Quebee, 8t ore
Cloged.

I, Prevost & Co., dry goods, Mon.
treal, nre in trouble.

I'. X. Molsau, dry goods, Montreal,
gold to Robert & Joudin.

Campbell & Cino-Mare, dry goolg, nre
selling their stock on the 26th.

A Kelsow, ready-nunde clothing, Mon.
treal, has sold out to ‘1. R, Barbeau.

Mr. Delphis Drolet, dey goods mer.
climt of St. Roehu, has assiggned,  His
Habilities are $30,000.

MANITOBA AND WEST.

J Robertron, taflor, Minnedosa, hins
<old out to Mr. Winuing.

W, Wilkon continues the businesn of
Wilson & Crelghton, B, (.

W. G. Potter, Novthficld, B. . is
cloging out his tafloring business.

H. B. Rore & Co, merchant taflors,
are removing from Lethlrldge to Win-
nipeg.

Dorgey & Cunilff, men's furnixhings,
Winnipeg, have dizsolved, and the Int.
ter continues.

MARITIME PROVINCGES.

Mra, Matilda AL Powell, millines,Yar
woath, U, X, has assigned.

Paton, Jnmes & Co., dry goots, Char-
lottetown, I". 12, 1., have dissolved.

MILLIONS
INVESTED IN ADVERTISING.

Noaatter how hird you tey to drive
It into the craninums« of some business
men, you can't make them bedjeve that
milljons of dollars are fnvested annu-
ally i advertising  mediums. Here
are a few facts and figures, however,
that ean casily be verlfied.  Lor  In-
stance, there ia Harper's  Magazine,
which derives o yearly income of $350.-
000 from fts advertising patrons in it
twelve  Issuen.  Pear's  Noap  pays
$OH0 o year for o si,ngle page tn the
Century.  LEnoch Morgan’s SXons spend
annually $300,000 to keep ** Sapolio "
before the public.  As for Joha Wana-
maker, it has long been known that he
pays a man $10,000 a year onlv to
write hiis advertisements.  In 1888, no
less than $110,000,600 went into news.
paper advertising.  Perhaps advertis-
ing does (ay after al'.—Fancy Goods
Graphic.

This Is what the London Advertiser
siys about the chief event of one day
at the Western Fafr, Sept. 15 10 24
On Tuesday, however. there will be
assembled perhaps the lavgest soclety
gathering ever witnessed in Canada,
when it {8 eprcted by the grand oflicers
that from 5,000 to 10,000, or probab-
¥ more, Patrons of Industry, headed
by their bands, carrying bnnners and
bunting, will meet at the Market
Square and march to the Falr Grounds,
where arrangements have bheen made
for geating acocmmodationk on the
stands, there to he addressed by  the
wrand officerg and prominent officials
of the order, and enjoy the full  pro-
wramme of specinl attractions. The
object of this meeting is intended to he
one grand rally for the purpose ol
showing to the world that the Patrons
of Industry are neither dead nor sleep-
{ng, ag some suppose und venturs to
assert, but on the contrary are a live
and great organizatfoun.




