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You bave not sIaken tt?" saiked Che
fathcr.

"«Upea n y word, 1ar, r" auwrod
DawEoai caraîostly. The poor mnan lind a
wifo :aud fatîily.

My fathorgrippod the bottie delicate-
ly with the aapkinn ad examiued the
poibut of the oorkscrew

"1It would L'e a great pity,'lho ob-
gervcd gravely. "*if auythiug happoned
o the cork. "
Notbiug bapponcd to tbç' cork. Wth

influite dolicacy my father porguaded it
to leave the neck of!the bottie. Sir Mat-
thew was rcady witb decanter, tunnel
end muslin.

41We mîust take care of h crust,'
reuiarkod my father, and w. al nodded
salemuly.

iW[y father oast his oyes up ta Unoe
John's ...ortrait for au instant, much as
if lie were asking the aid gentleman'&
beueiction. and gcatly iuclined Chie bot-
tic toward the muelin covered naouth cf
the tunnel.

"If only my poar unole ould b.
berell" ho sighed. Uncle John liait been
vMr fond of port.

"I ealiould bcodeligbted tameet;himIl'
cried Sir Matthow iu genuiue trioudli-

The vicar tecok off i apects:cles,
wiped tiacansad rcpiaood tiioi. My fa-
ther tilted the bottle a littie more ta.
ward the tunnel. Then lie stepped sud-
ienly, and a atrange, 11uzzlC( lok ap-
tfclred on i face.HI ookcd at Sir
blfaîthew. anad Sir Matthow bookcd ut
lainajà, ndwo al ookcd nt tho bot tic.

"Does told part %vine generally mske

lem a MOMi yster ou s ound bAl )Pro-
ooedod trom the lusiduo!fthe botè1o a»
niy fther orefally inllned it toward
the tunal. Ihsouuded ait if-but tvwu
abqurd to suppose that a haaidful of
aarbiea oould bave found heir way tu-

te a bottie of aid pott.
"1The rni- begau heac h<--

fully.
1"1t's no$ bcs. nI" nid zmy fathor

déclaively.
"Lojt n e evhat It le. Ilsuggest.d 8Sir

Msattbow very lurbsaoily.
"l'y, doue uotbingtothebottle, ait.

oied Dswom.
My fther clesrod htà hros:saad gave

te bottle furtiier incination towsrd thei
tunel.. Alittis vine trlckled ou% sud
found t. w&y Crough, h maillu My
ftCer w»olith muall u sxloauly. but

meà sàc ain neo olightumet. ne
pounrd on undor te engrosaitgage of
th. vholi party. The marbes, or what
they ver., tbump.d in te.bttis, and
vltha litt). junap oatlug aprma nta
intc Chemuelil. Sir Xsttbowatr.Cohed
ont aband. IMyfaierwavàdhimaway.
'14W. viii go on to the end," Mild ho

oimu)y. MAdh. teck tup, th object
~.at hait talion into the mulila, btw.ea
bis flager snd tbnmb snd piasdtg sou
bis piat&

It was round in ahape, Ch.sise of p
v" y'large pi I or asamallimabrk su

o! a dxxii aolor, 1ke hat e!tmait Clu
My father poured ou, aud by thCiCame1
ht the lait ai he %vine wam out no

bas Chtbau seven -)f heeatrauge objecta z
lay An it neut group onuany tathers plate,
one lying b>' iteit a little ruaxovei froin
the othier.

III have p)aoed ChAs one spart,' Ob-
serveit any father, poiuting Ca the soit-

ary niarble, IIhecauaee It inmuch lig.iter
h u 3ny1et he other A.Lt un examine

it firt."
IIproposChat w.e «amine h.mdi

frt.'suid Sir Mtthew lnu aie et
suppressmut excitenaeut.

"As you will. Sir Mst't.we," sid
niy fattier gravai>'. Andt h. .- k lup os
ai th. ix hat lay ina agroui- "The
surface,"1mid ho, iooklng vountt '"sp-
purs to b. oomposed of tn

W. aII agreet. Thoesurfae vas oin.
poited af lin. A lime rxaauing dovr. the
middle ahowed where h. tinlie haiob=
osioful>' asuddexterouuhy soldered Cc-
gether. Sir Mtthow havlng toit in hit
packet, pa-duoed a large penkuitesud
opoed a t abong blade. He hld ont h.
knife Cavant 'ny father, blats tareoei,
such was hie agitation.

"IThauk yen, Sir Mstthew, #istit ny
fther ia courtoon and calim voiota
reaching round Ciao biade sud graiping

h liaxadle.
Absoiuîte silence nov fol Ian th. cein-

pany. My tather wsu pertcctly cotuaps-
ed. He torcei t he point af h. hit. in-
to h surface ofth. abject snd madi a
gap. Tbou he pmeled off th. surface of
Clu. 1 toit Syivia's oye. uru ta nmine,
but 1 did net remo"u axy gaze fromx axy
fsthor'a plaCe. Fiv titunsditruy ther
repent bis operation, p!aciuaS whst wus
blt li oach case on th&, sabbecioth in
fronit of hlm. Whoun b. had fluishod bis
task, ho looked uprat Sir Matthew. Sir
Matthow's face bore a look of miaghedl
bewi' -torent snd triumph. B. openeit
bis nuoutt o mpk. A geture cf a=y
ftCher'. haut Impoed silence on hlm.

IC r ernains," mid M aujtCheu. "Cc
examinethe seveuth objet. "
The seveuth zabject vas troated ie Is

conapaulons hid beaux. The result vas
tiffereat. Froua the shelter o! th. ealed
in covcrlaag mm@n a amali roll of papier

My fther uufoldedi. Faded t hu uto
wrlting appeared an A.

"Une!. John's hsub an. it nu>' ther
solemul>'. "lpropo. Sa read vhs: lhe

"*Aren'C Ch.>' beautitul?",whlmpsr'd
Sylvia longingly.

A glaince trammy au'ther rebnkeit
hier He bogauete rosnd vhat Colonel

Merridew baid vnitten. HorsAtteA..
That od tfoil Maruioaabavilag nade thaseIUN

of everybody en board thé alatp a bardeai to
theoa o ccetIcfbit tnuinale roblet and i

I&Avlug doga =y t.ota:.p.anti @pied uPOY
zuy actions.Ina a ueoaCoffeatave munnr. 1 de
teralueit le £Ive bina a l.mob. mcn ol io

a.tonSt roix bis cibla oad carisi theto M ay
boum .1Iwu about Io reatxxm ithm wbhola
touatl h* way Ito ,ay houeanti u.ouwAaein*
-au.colonellJohn Merrid.w-oet lbeots t ief
Ihat folIved Io known to uy famal>j. Thes
renat af Sir (Jeo %gea liperat. boàavlaw
wae owake IL t.posoible tori nitoera a bs
niasa teaUttnglvaries to au mproutlo

mauet InjurionsIote My bestr. Ihae iberefoé

UNCLE JOHNý.:....

*'àlfy dciir yricmnlar," ~psiIt< i
tvic<ar, 'yaraî, l tiftc'Saei

t2iv, "vcnu %0te ctime the bte Colo-
nel Mcrridow eft tlett, atdthait li the
houiao vhich vas Colonii el ndw a

'Mur. Merridlew" sail! Sir Nurtthew
ln s colt, uarasilo voice, 'aiiaaiigtamit
hat axa>' cher expIsuiaatioia of the colo-
us asction ls-wcll, lifllctbt, uInthClInt
lu ariy lionq'e, %vliether Coloaael Melrri-

dowv's or iioler'&."
«"My deur fricuda, " cxpo.-itaîlnted the

'vicur, O"pui>'bave re.-soli. Thepic ic
<a!theee-cer-articlon in lai Culbottia ot
port. takou lai coajaaictioai witlî theoex-
planaClm a foadtl jy Che laIe Onl101ici

places «lOin Ini thls botile. Tiey will uuutb.
discoverd duibr w ay lifotimu or tin that ut
Sir Qoürg. . liuaa thity are distuvi-ert tir
queîet thait buy aaaay lma sutiaxaid tu tIlit wito
wih sny consaaliaaauaîîu aixa ti n .zprNi4u ftia ti
boy@e that ho iiiflot .ach 4% foui am h1w faîhur

Joux m itRaunaw. (.1lunot.
Continued silence tollowtàd the read-

Ing o! thua daocuet. Thie anabitrajaih'a
rubiea glittered anîd gleanied oaa tho ta-
bloclatta. My father looked up nt Unelo
John's pictume To xny excited fauoy
thei oldgentloanau muooad tornulbc aaorté
broadly thiau beforo. My tathor gaalîer-
ed.thCea rubios into lits bmud %ad ield
them, out tCa Sir Matthaew
'14Yen have heard Coloniel Merridow l

message, sir," snid my father. "Thur*
As, 1Ipremume. no need for mue Co repet

it Aliew nme tC baud you the rtubies.'
Sir Matthow Lowed Etiffy, teck Cho

muhartajali's rubieâ. couuted Chotu em
maly ' uit droppcd thona. )no by ono
inCa bis valstcout pocket.

"'Take away Chat bottle af port. - nid
siy fther. "The Una will have rnaued
the flavor."

"Wba ha "11dowith At,ir?' asked
Dawson.

1'Wbatever yauenius," sid ny fta.
ther, sud, looking up fagunat UucI.
John's pioture, ho exclaianed iu au ad-
mirixag toue: "Au nuconanon man ini-

dec 1 How Zewwuolit have oontrived
no pekfeot s hidiug plameP"

"Syvia" id Sir Matthow, *'got
your cloak. " Theu hi Curzasd Cc ay ta-
Cher aud contixaued, "If, sir., Lieb.au
expert Chie!"-

My ftCher apraug tai hie test. Sylvia
cangiat Sir Matthow b>' Ch. arm. Iwva
ready Cc, throw myielf bstween Che en-
rageit gentlemen. Onclei John saalleit
broadi>' down on us. The vicar looked
up with a nid amile. Ife had takou s
aut aud was lu the set or cracking l&
"4Dear, dear," nid h%, "what'a Ch.

niatter?"
"B4ir Matthew Marston."1'nidd su fa-

Morridw'aa kt 1r, iaaalii'm tlau wlolu
iatter ljaî'rfat-t velvciar -'T%,'l ivaair

eoitii %%viIlot'i as ttandaut t liti

jilu. l'lia fau.t, itlt iiagla tlivr -1a10a
remsai vbatsovvr tai rhisk duait. Coloanal

Merridecv a;tuuiu at aaîaaî thtarit.a',
yet anay ILlltluiaaaaa îaaaîy w.-il sullatoso
anad lia4 uvery ruètsistafur iîîmîaltasiaa thlait
Coloaîol ýLlvrcride%% dad s-teali iitiat,îaalaraî-
jali'là rlibîca...

S. Xltt)iowvtugged l it lis board; îîay
tatlior ru'.'bod thesîoftlis iio.su ý iti
iL .1 ýro1iiagur. Tilt - i.-ar rosn tauad stood

bcoi.oai theii i~ialis oaîdspca ut
and a i stilo of canaalid alppeal ilsalis faice.

Uîacle John allilnit te stel.lthiei" Ob.
.orved ian>' tlier.

'I lJuivo ovory reasoua for saîiposiaag
tilit tlie sitanat t ait ieta i,' siSir
Mattaow.

''Exaactly, oxactly, "'' îîanaixrod Ciao
vicair, ''What I1ni>'. gosàth'aîaoaa; 'jus-t
wbat 1 "y>."

My father tsniitud. A muomencat laîte.r
Sir M~attaoev aauîihi. 1.My fittlier alowlY
atrtchcd out bis liîauad. Sir MAltttîowv's
baud ctîuu slowly Lu illeuit, t

ITiîat's riglitlt'' riecalthae vicarirl)î-
provlaîglv. 111 felt stiro tflit you wouid
bath li'sîeaa to reison."

My father looked Cal) aguîinuait Uiulî
Johna.

''I!y uiclo wauaalàilîaost Ua:laioalol
main, Sir NLa.thetv," said lau.

''Su s 81ould iîaaaagilae, jUr. IMorri-
dow,"l auswered 'Sir ilattow'.

lAuduw, papa.', aiti Sylviai.
-givouaa oe aliaritjaîli's rabies.''

"Theru -%vas aa iatter ut £5. 000. "
'tVa c:aaaant, lsaiti îaày fathor, -gjo

bobind theu verdict ofthte jury.'"
Sir l'iI:ttliçow tîartied uwaay anud took i

stop tow-ard l thac tuer.
"But,'il ily fathier sîddtei, '1 %il set-

tic, t.wicu the. aixîlonlat oaa Islyv duugliter-

"'No Nvill say lau amore about :t,"
agrecti Sir Malittliotv. taaraisg liuck Cu
Ille t:'blu.

Su tho îattor rst'd, andi belairolong
1 saw the rubi:rîjalsnaaes roundî

Sylviaîs :acick, but i-; I sit olpjaîaito Ciae
rubies anad uuidur Uaalu *lai's paortrait
1 wouder very iîaau-h là aîit t Jiutraie atory
%V.18 Uaîclo . it ve -r> fond (if at
juke. WastCiao ltter t lac trîatl. or wai
it îvritten ls il t% hipoof îarotctiing
laiinFaolf ilas Case tali iduag îpince -%Vas by
sine uililcvhy chanc iaaco s'vîred, or% w:!,

it Co sav'thu eiliîhsort lii lt--ildlits,
or îvaaa it tu auîaoy Sar CGorgo NM.trstoita.
doscua.daats? cI e ;aaa tiaswer thautzo

t~etm..As4CIo vivair siys, tiairoii sioa
x-caaatio ,aiuppl. se Iliaiijul.l oli iaa t%31
tho rutaie-4, yet aîay gtatlcaaîaaa iaa.Y weil'

sjuppose tlîar lie îa,-lIt ia bls. Uaae.le
Juhu maîiles îuaaidly cod is a o. aaîa

him ginss of port l 111.4 a lisllaage.us, tal
doca' net sou.,thuz îazle. 110 %vas 441a
unco:iiilol Ma:is, Utile Jotata t

Az aliy Tate. the. vicar wvnvry nauch.
ploaaod îçitiliîaselt.

The Selkirk Gracc.

'fla :I i il iî1 -,aîj. i l ''a i lîug as
1,'~~ ~~ 1111111, allîaa wile,',il ai Vis1,41 4

cl'tlî, friltis n%%h il]î'ailivr Ii iilietalaa-
ilit. far leetit-r a 1mai au îlr% .îlast-a-. Tiui
pi.lî, l.w - <rlî,'ali 'lq-t' Invî a
Ille et-if b'tlal:t'klIlll aaîaîa-
lic liial. clo'tla (a-,lat-al 1- att-' il a

May, IVOI.


