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CONVENTION OF LUMBERMEN.

Tho Convention of the Iumber manufacturers
of tho northwost was opencd at the Grand Pa.
cific Hotel, Chicago, on Aug. 20th, About 60
prominent lumbor merchants from all parts of
tho northwest woro present. A, G. Van Shaick,
of Chicago, presided over the doliberations, The
principal husinoss to be conaidered ia to devise
means by which tho present dopression in the
trado may bo overcome. It is complainod that
tha supply is much larger than the demand,and
it is hoped beforo the convention adjourns some-
thing may bo dono to remedy this state of af-

faire,

5. G. Thorpe, of Eau Claire, Wis., being call-
o1 on, said that lumbering in the Chippewa val-
loy had been only fairly prosperous this season.
A large amount of Jogs are hung up for lack of
water. Prices arc low and salos dull.

A, A. Carpentor, of Chicago, gave it as his
opinion that thero wasentirely two much Jumber
in tho conntry. Ho thought it would be a good
thing to stop the mills, but did not thunk it

« could bo dono, on accuunt of lzck of cencertod
action on tho part of mill owners ; but if somo
means of roliof aro not dovised it will rosult in
firmn having to earry hinmenes stocls ab o faar
ful loss. He thought that the amount of logs
taken from tho woods should becurtailed. This
might not rogulate things in ono scason but it
would eventuslly.

Frod Woirhauser, of Moling, was in favor of
shutting down the mills there &a soon as pos-
sible.

2%a). Camp, of Minnoapolis, was satisfied thet
thora is endugh manufactured lumber now in the
northwest o supply this section with enough to
last this and next year, He did not think any
agreemont botween manufacturors not to cut
logy would stand. Minneapolis tried faithfully
to reduco tho cut agreod on last ysar. Of the
logs on hiand there this spring 160,000,000 fect
havo boen manufactured. In tho nver thero
to-day wore 190,000,000 feot of logs which, if
thoy are not manufactured, aro liable to bo
swopt away in tho ico freshet.  The mills above
Minneapolis are roducing tho cut. At that
place 140,000,000 foot of this and last year's cat
will havo to bo carried over. Minneapolis,
whilo manufacturing as little a8 posible, still

has too much on hand, and the firmas there, not
boing rich, cannot afford to carry it, and Msjor
Camp warned tho Chicago firms that they would
sell it, oven at a loss, and would compete with
them in the sonthwost,

Thaddeus Doan, of Chicago, rather objected
to airing his viows, Lut had to yicld to tho call
for him. Ho was inclined to indorso the ro-
marks of Maj, Camp. Mr. Dean did not bo-
liove much in combinations of men who would
bull their goods and mako others suffer. The
men at this convention virtually owned the pine
foroats of tho country and their actions at this
timo were wmemontous, Ho suggostod that in.
stead of sponding money in rending delogations
to try aud influcuce congress thoy should stay
at home and vot interfero with the natural
courso of legislation, Ho was not scarod at the
amount of lumber in Chicago and thought that
there was not too much,

J. XL Swan, of Muskogon, thought the mills
should run on lcss timo to overcome tho wsur-
plusago now existing., Tho mills now run about
twelvo hours a day ; they should run only ten
hours, If this was dono there would bo 10 per
cont Joss produced. He did not think this con-
vontion could do anything to moet the exigen-
clos of this year. His mill would closs noxt
Saturday aftor making only 9,000,000 foet, in-
stead of 20,000,000 as usual, Thoy shut down
bocause they could not afford to make n great
stock and thon sell at a lozs, Manufactuvers
should cut off tho amount preduced 30 to 40 per
cent.  The only way to overcomo the deprossion
is to shut down.

A, A. Carponter took exceptions to Mr,
Dean’s romarks ahout influencing logislation,
and denied tho allegation. Continuing, Mr.
Carponter roviewed tho stato of things on tho
Mcnomineo river. An agreement had boeen en-
tered into by the firms thero by which the
number of logs to be cut was roduced 10 per

cent.
Mr. Farnsworth, of Oconto, thought the re-

duction of 10 per cent at Menominoo did not
amount to much,

Thoe President explained the matter further,
demonstrating that the 10 per cent reduction in
the number of logs amounted to n reduction of
20 per cont in Jumber,

Mr. Swan, of Muskegon, said that the timber
tributary to tho cighty-eight mills at Muskegon
was 1n tho hands of about teu mon. At prosent
there was an immeonse number of logs there, but
ho did not think this state of things would oc-
cur enother year, No nills had been built dure
ing the past year at Muskegon, and ho was eor-
ry to cay only ono had burned down, and it was
heavily insured.

Maj. Camp, of Minneapolis, said that a num-
ber of new mills would be started soon in Min-
nosota.

Col, Durand, of Stillwator, Minn,, was im-
pressed with the gravity of the work beforo the
convention. Ho thought thero was not a single
mill owner who would bo willing to shut down
his mill and throw out of employment from ono
hundred to one thousand men for all winter
Heo did not think that an Oconto mill owner
eould judgo of what was best for a mull in Min
nesota, Tho price of crops was low, and this
made 1t impossible to got high prices for lumber.
This conveniion might resuit in a good social
time, but he did not think thoy could agree on
any timo whon they should shut dawn, The
only anchor to hold on to now was tho fact that
for tyyo.ycars tho country had been prosperous.
The dunsber 4nterests hud passed-thivugh two
esiso3, but no one could tell whethor it cond
stand anothor, ‘

D. O. Cranage, of Bay City, was called on.
At his place thoy woro cutting off the timber
vory rapidly and he did not think the mill
ownors would consont to stop, as thero wero
local interests thore which would not allow it,
He would bo glad to know of somo plan by
which tho production of lumbor in the Sagm-
uaw Valloy could bo stopped, bnt thoro was
none.

A committoo of five was appointed, who were
given chargo of tho subjects broubht boforo the
moeting, Thesoearc:

1. Has thé production of pino Iumber in the
northwestorn statcs ovartaken and oxceedod the
aunual degand ¢

2, -Is the sapply of logs and Jlumber now held

by manufacturers in excoes of their ability to
protoct, and how do atocks of lumber at distri.
buting markets compare with other yoars?

8. During tho presont financial condition of
tho country, and considering tho currend price of
agricultural products, can lumbermon oxpoct
an incrcased demand for lumber or higher
pricca?

4. Would it not bo desirablo to produco 6,
000,000,000 foct of lumber in 1885, in tho north.
wost, a8 compared to 7,600,000,000 and sava tho
1,600,000,000 foot of standing timber and tho
whole cost of marketing it as a profit ?

6. In what mannor can curtailment bomadoit
deemed advisablo?

This commiiteo is: J. G. Thorpe, Eau Olalre,
Wi, ; ¥. Moyerhauser, of Molino, Ill. ; W. J.
Young, Olinton, Iowa; Thomas Cranage, of
Stdlwater, Minn,, ¥, Cropin, of Whito Lake,
Mich,

Tho present officors of the aasociacion wero
then re-olocted for thoensuing year, They aro:
A. G, Van Shaick, president ; O, 0. Morriman,
vico-prosident ; A. A. Bigelow, treasurer ; E,
8. Hotchkiss, socretary ; Diroctors: E. E. Cro-
pin, Whito Lake, Mich. ; A, T. Lay, Traverso
City, Mich. ; E. W. Durant, Stillwatoer, Minn.;
0. H. Ingvam, Eua Clalre, Wis. ; R. G. Potors,
Manistoe, Mich.; W. Q. Goodman, Menominoe,
Mich; J. H. Swan, Muskegon, Mich. ; P. M,
Musser, Muscantine, Towa; W. J. Young,
Clinton, Iowa; G. S, Shaw, Davenport, Towa;
C. L. Coleman, LaCroese, Wis. ; J. M. Gould,
Moline, IlL ; G. W. Roby, Lundington, Mich. ;
S. W. Farnham, Minnecapolis; C. M. White,
Montrose, Towa.—Chicago Evening News,

AFTEBRNOGN BESSION,

Wo summarize fromthe Northwestern Lumber-
man tho business done at the afterncon session,

At 2:40 p, m. the President ealled tho conven-
tion ¢to order.

Tho reports of the Traasurer and the Secrotary
wore read,

Mr Thorp read the report of tho committeo
on busineas as follows :

Your committee, to whom the questions in
tho Prosident’s addross, wero-referred, reports
as follows :

1. Has tho production of pine lumber in the
Northwestern States overtaken and. excoeded
the demand ?

‘We answer, Yes.

2. Is tho supply of logs and lumber now held
by manufacturers in oxcess of their ability %
protoct, and how do atocks of lumber at distri-
buting markete compare with former yoazs?

We divido this question, and answor to tho
part of it that individually we think the manu-
facturors cannot control or protect prices, but
unitedly and with combined effort we beliovo
thoy can.

Your committee, not having sufficient statis-
tics ot hand, cannot answer the sccond part of
this quostion in a satisfactory manner,

8. Having hopo and belicf that the financial
orisis is passiug over, and in view of the now as.
sured Jarge crop of the country and tho low
prico of lumber that corresponds with pricas of
agricultaral products, we have good reasun to
oxpoct an increased domand for lumber at pre-
sent or higher prices, provided the manufactur-
ers will hold it steady and without endeavor to
crowd it upon the market,

4. We agroe with its suggestion that if a re.
duction of 25 per cent in the quantity of Iumber
to be tnanufectured in 1885 can be made, that
an amount equal to 1,600,000,000 foet of stand-
ing timber and the cost of marketing it would
bo saved to tho ownors as a profit,

6. Tho curtailment can be mado by tk~ saw-
ing of less lumber, by shutting down tho mills
for a month thir coming fall, or reducing tho cut
of tho mills next season.

Tho report was taken up articlo by article,
and after o dobato the differont sections wero
adopted.

Mce. Thorpo—Itis suggested to mo by o mem-
ber o the comuittos to amend the roport in
thisway: *Your committeo not having suffi-
cicnt statistics at hand cannot answor the sec-
ond part of this question satisfactorily,” I will
asXk the unanimous consont of this Convontion
as chairman f that committos to thus amend

it
Tho Prosident—If the Convention wakes no
objoction it will be s0 amended.

It was moved and scconded that tho report as
smended be adopted, which was agroed to,

§ IMr, Pierson—I would like to rffer this reso-
lution:

-Legolved, That thero are logs now in sight in
tho rivers, and with the lumber crop on hand,to
supply tho market for tho balanco of thia yoar,
and for tho next.

Considerablo debate followod, Mr, Bassctt
offered un amendment, which was afterwurda
withdrawn, and tho motion was put and lost.

Mr, Pierson offered tho following reeolution,
which, as amended aftor discussion, was unani.
mously adopted ;=

Resolved, That, in tho judgmont of this Con-
vontion, in viow of tho amount of logs and lum-
ber now on hand, we recommend to the msnu.
facturers of lumber that they got out not to ax-
ceed 60 por oent of the amount of logs cut in
1883, tho ooming winter, and that thoy coase
operating their mnills this fall as oarly as possie
ble, and not lator than Nov, 1,

Mr, Camp—I move that our somi-annual
Convention bo held at Eau Claire next spring,
at a dato to bo fixed by the Presidont,

This motion wasadopted.

Mz, Thorpe—I was requested by a party, and
agroo with him, that it may bo well to offer a
rosclution something in this form :

Resolved, That from tho facts and statistics
gatherod and lestnod at this meeting, and in
viow of the asaured largo crop of tho North-
west, tho probablo demand for lumber and the
furthor considerstion of the large number of
mon employcd at the sovoral mills who would
bo thrown out of work, that is not deemed wiso
nor cxpedient to closo down the mills boforo
Nov. 1 next, leaving it optional with any to
close earlior if deemed neoessary or bost.

In answer to a question tho chairman stated
tho effect of the resolution 0 bo simply recom-
mendatory, leaving cach member froo to act his
own judgment in carrying out its provisions,

The resolution, being secondod by Mr, Norton,
was carriod,

After passing votes of thanks to thoPresidont
and Secretary, to the proprietor of the hotal for
the use of rovms and to tho press of tho city,
tho convontiun adjourncd.

BATZTS ARRBIVED,

The Quebee Chronicle has the following list
of rafts arrived:

Aug. 8.—D. D. Calvin & Co,, oak and pine,
sundry coves.

Aug,11,—P, & W. Murray, waney and squaro
white pine, St. Michacl’s cove.

Colhins' Bay Co'y, sundry drams, sundry
coves,

D. & J. Maguwre, boards, Cap Rougo.

Aug. 12,—John S. Musphy, staves, Indian
Covo West. .

Aug. 13.—Wm, Mackenzio, red and white
pino Hadlow cove.

J. R, Bouth (2), red and white pino, Cap
Rouge.

Colhins Bay Co., spars, Now London cove,

D. Moore, white pine, ote., Oap Rouge,

R. Dollacs, waney white pine, St. Michaol’s
cove,

Aug, 14,—John Roes, deals, Woodficld cove.

QUEBEC OULLERS' OFFICE.
Tho following is & comparalive statoment of
Timber, Masts, Bowsprits, Spars, Staves, &o,
measured and culled to dato =~

1882, 1883, 1884.
Wanoy White Pinc.. 1,815,104 19002952 1.4T1,010
White Pino......... 5,328,610 5,813,981 1,887,056
Rod Pino ces £94,949  $04,300 249,603
Onk.. e 704,840 1,854,644 546,562
Elmoceea.., oo 405822 48,701 637,888
Ash ceeee 106,395 190,386 375,301
Baggwood eeeeeeses 816 2,145 3,992
Butternut.......... 2,228 039 1,121
TRIDATAS eecevenss .. $,633 4,010 18,633
Birch &Alaplo....... R 202417 137,240 185111
Masts & Bowsprita...  83pcs —pcs ~pcs
SParBieesevecrncnass 61 pes -8 41 pow

Std. Stavcesessereee 208420 401 L.0.25 3S.LACH

W. I Staves.eeeeee,. 835.0,210 ¢65,4.3.6 78,0.0.28

Brl. Staves......coee. 106205 BLLLYT  0.6218
JAMES PATION,

Queboo, Aug. 22, Supervisor of Cullers

Subseribo for tho Canapa LunprRNAN,




