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bers of the family, he spoke most earestly
and affectionately of the great concerns of
eternily, sweetly commending to them the
Saviour whom he himself trusted and loved.
As his end approached, his hope and joy
became brighter and brighter, te sesme.l
to be in the land of Beuluh, and visivns of
comung olory seemed to dawn upon his
sout: ~ About the mudmight hour preceding
his decease, he sung the 23ed Psalim, 4th
to 6th verse—¢¢ Yea though [ walk in death’s
dark valo,* &ec., &c., withelear voice and
with a rapture of cestatic joy, which filled
thuse present with amazement, and made
some of them say they lad never heurd
singing tiil then, .

A short while before he breathed his Jast,
he took an affectionate fareweil of all pres-
ent, and then composed himnself to meet
the great change. His mind was now car-
ried aw.y beyond the thingsof time, Twice
over he was heard to exclaim, ¢ Oh! the
blessedness ot eternity '’ ¢ Oh! the bleass.
edness of eternity ’—« Oh! how I long {»
¢ Come, Lotd Jesus, come quickly.” On
the passage being quoted, * Fear not, for I
am with thee,” &c., he repl.ed quickly, and
in the manner of strongest, sweotest confi-
dence, ¢ do not fear' Lile was now
ebbing fast—the last moment had come—
and lifting up his clasped hands as in pray-
er, he exclaimed, 1 am going to Giory 1
and sweetly fall asleep in Jesus, .

In his early death we have another in-
stance of God’s mysterious provideuce in
removing from the world so many of those
who seem most fitted for usefuluess in it.—
But we fecl that he has had his mission and
fulfilled it. In him we have sesn realized
much of the meekness and gentleness of
Christ.—~We have scen the blessedness of
always abiding in him. We_have seena
marked instance of glorying in tribulation,
and a practical exemplitication that tribula-
tion worketh patience, and patience exper-
ience, and experience hope ; and now we
are sire that he realizes the condition of
the glorified ones described in the text from
which we strove on the fullowing sabbath
to inprove the occasion :—* ‘These are they
that came out of great tribulation, and have
washed their robes, and made them whits
1 the blood of the Lamb.” LB

LETTERFROM MISSIONARY SOCIETY
OF NEW COLLEGE, EDINBURGH.

We have received the following ltter
from the former secretary of the Knox Col-
lege Missionary Socisty, with a request to
publish it. We willingly comp'y with this
request, believing that it will be interesting
not only 10 the students, now scattered
throughout the country, but alse tv many
others. '

Nzw CorLrcr; EmNsvac,
March, 1860,

Dzar Breraren :—We are again remind-
od by the rapid approach of the close of the
session, that it istime for us to renew our in-
tercourse with distant frionds. As of old we
have to expreas our feelings of interest in
your welfare, and our hop: that in ever
sense, especially in that which is the truest
and highest, you are in a happy and pros-
perous condition. With reg-.rg to ourselves,

we liave not much that is extraordinary to h'nena of this great revival are caleu’ated to
commubicate, The period of the session ;impress, it is that of the power ol earnest

which has elapsed has not been marked by

‘and belisving prayer. Muy you and we,

anything external, the narration of which tand all who itre servints of the one Divine

woulil bo likely 10 prove at all interesting.
We have had, as always, mun{ addressus
from honored servants of the Lord; some
of them actively and successfully engaged
at homne in winning svuls; svme of them,
also, who have spent honored and uselul

Master,y learn that lessun more and more

for assuredly we are fur enough fromn realize
ring the truth of that wondrous saying, =
,% Whatsoever ye shullusk in prayery be iev.
Jingy ye shall recerve,?
jsuch tines as these, those who, hke us, ase

We fvel, that in

years in those countries, which, more pre~ |pire 1o the office which, when rightly esti-
eminently, are still ¢ the dark places of the !mated, is seen to be the lughest that the

earth,” Such addresses ure never without
their fruit ; and even when no fruit can be
traced at the time, we huve every reasun
to helieve that the bread thus cast on the
waters will yet be found, even though it
should be afier many days. At all events
it 18 impuasible that the sympathies of these
who know anything of the value of the truth
in their own experience should not be call-
ad forth towards those who are perishing for
the lack of knowledge, by so many pow-
erful appeals on their behall. We know
thut there 1s always the greatest danger of
feelings evaporating in tnere excitement,
more especially when the action to which
they are intended to_give rise is surrounded
by so many difficulties, and necessitates so
much solf-denial as in the present case, It
is a danger which nothing but the indwell-
ing puwer of Gud’s spirit can ever obviate,
And this is a truth to which we all have
need of becoming daily more alive. Many,
imleed we believe most of our members are
engaged as formeny in Home Mission op-
ezalions, and this we have all encourage-
ment, to hope is both of present benefit,
and may serve as a preparation for active
work inthe Lord’scanse, whetherin Christ-
ian or in heathen iands. Besides we have
to record with some measure of gratification
and we trust of thanktulness, that within the
last few months no fewer than four of our
number have left their native land to de-
clare among the heathen the unsearchable
riches of Chtist. We are all aware that
this is but a smail number out of so many.
We are all aware that if we had truly at-
tained tothe sel:ing of all that we have o buy
the pearl of great price, the proportion of
thuse devoting themselves would be far
greater.  Still we would desire 1o be grate-
ful that even such a number of our members
have obtatued faith to enable them to resign
for love of souls aud decline for the Re-
desmer’s glory all the comiorts and attrac-
tions of a lite at home. May this prove in-
deed but a day of small things compared
with tha: which shail come after it. ~ And
that it may be so not only amongstus but
in every similar inatitution ; we trust that
you and we shall alike unite in more hearty
and perseverinyg prayer than we have ever
yet known, lor 3 large outpouring of that
Spirit who alone impart all powerful love
and faith. We think that amongst our-
selves there is a greater and a growing ap-
preciatiun of prayer. We hope it is the
same with you. Truly, the want of such
an increased appreciation—inexcusable at
all times—would at present argue an
amount of dearth and ocoldness scarcely
compatible with spiritual life at all. Muk-
ing every limitation that can be made, sure-
ly no one whoss heart is in any degree right

y | with God, ean doubt that in an aliogether

unusuxl measure the Holy Spirit has been
manifesting His power in many lands, And

if there be one lesson which all the pheno.

‘world contains, have a far more than ordi-

nary need of prayer, that only . hannel by
which we can draw out of the wis tom und
the fulness that aie it Jesus Christ.  These
are indeed times of rich and gracious joy
and blessing, but they are all the more times
of the deepest resj onsibility, We have, it
is true, reason to he thankful that ours is
the prospect of being called to work ia fiulds
that seem ripe already 10 the harveat, But
let us not forget thut asthe harvest is the sea-
son forw hich all vthers are the prepuration,
soitis that n which the most incessant
toil and the most watchful care is demuinl-
ed of ths haborer, In so far as it depends
at all on human ageticy, it depends on us,
and on others in a like position, whether
what we have seen so recently shall be an
isolated and in explicable fuct in the record
of the Church, or only the commencement
of an energy and a hotiness and devotion
hereaftar to become normal in her history.
Wau need nut expect that God will jncrease,
or even continue the blessing, if it is not re-
ceived in that true spirit of thunksgiving
which will prompt men to take advantage
ofit.  Let us beware how we come lo
imagine that now the Spirit is 10 ~urk so
mightily that the need tor human eflort will
be superseded.  There is, perhaps, little
danger of any of us formally avowing any
such belief ; but there is a danger of our
acting as if we cherished 1t,  We feel, too,
that there is a danger on the other hand of
our being nsed, pechaps, as jnstruments in
saving sowisy and being lifled up with spir-
itual pride, as if by vur own might and
our own power we had dene this great thing.
Should we fall juto such a snare, will not
God in mercy to us as well us in justice,
cause this work ta cease from prospering in
our hands ? But how can we tell alithe
dangers to which we a1e exposed ! These
we know, in part, are past number; and
doubtless there are ten thousand others
which are mercifully covered from our eyes,
Into every snare that surrounds our path,
we are at such a season as the present,
double danger of falling. In proputtion to
the importauce of the work in which weare
enguged, is the need of humble and wary
walking.

We knaw that you will not imagine we
are setting before you in any fancied spirit
of superiority, as if it were ours to warn and
to instruct all others. We speak of them
only because we feel themall ourselves 3 not
mdeed as we ought, but yet in some degree-
And we speak of them because we expect
you to sympathise with us in the matter,
and because we know that in proportion us
our aympathies are drawn out towaids one
another, so will our prayers ascend for one
another ; and so shall we receive that hea-
veuly wisdom whichalone can save us from
every fue,—that humble, childlike faitn
which will keep us near the Saviour, follow«

ing Him step by step in the path of duty,



