Che Canavtan Preshptevian Wagayue,

3

with the bleming of God, chase away the datk mass of supersution and
faleehood which rest on Indin, us cusy as the morning cloud is dispelled
by the risiog sun,—11. & F, Record,

BOUTH AUSTRALIA,

—

THE LAMGISLATIVE COUNCIL CONDEXNS GRANTS FOR RLLINIOUS IURPOSES.

An important step has been taken by the Legislatve Counait in South
Austrahi, with regard to grants of money for religious purposes  I'he
principlo of religivus endowmients has been tormully abandoned us a
cursc to the colony. It isthe bepmmng of the end. It 18 one of the
first ncts under the free constitution 3 and when our eslonies have the
liberty of managing thoir own affairs, ns thoy must soon have, they will
taake very short work with the ecelesiastical systems which have been
imposed upon them by vur paternal government.  T'he examnple of South
Australia will not be lost upon tho other columes.  They are becomng
uvery vear more and more alive o the fact, that there can be un sohid
unity, so long as the principle is acted upon of a compulsory taxation
for churches.  In making these remarks, we are perfecly aware, that i
the free constitutions recently given to our colonies, the mumntenapee of
religious sects 18 eapressly excluded from popular eontrol  We know
full well, that our homns government are so much cnamoured of the wea
of making people pay for something wluch is calted r frpon, that they
have tied up the hands of the Colenial Legislsture on tas vital question';
and that though every man i the colony should be convineed ol the de-
moralizing influence of these money grants for rehgious purposes, they
have no power to withhold them. But we are cqulily satisiied, thataf
the Colunial Purliaments act as firmly and decidedly us the Legislative
Council in South Australia, no home government, no matter who is at
its head, dare refuse its consent.

The debate is 83 remarkable as the conclusion ; snd as this subject
has, somne how or other, escaped the attention of our Jiberal and Volun-
tary contemporaries of the uewspaper press, we furnish our readers with
a few specimens.

Mr. GWVYNNE rose, pursuant to notice, to move the first reading of a
bill to continue ¢ An Ordinance to promote the Building of Churches and
Chupels for Christian Worship, and to Provido for the mantenance of
Ministers of the Christian Religion! ‘The object of the bill was to pro-
vide for the building of churches and the maivtenance of ministers of the
christian religion. One of tho features of the bill was, that 1t reduced
into one class all professors of the christian religion ; 1t made no dis-
tinction between the Roman Catholic and the Episcopalian, between the
Churchman and tho Dissenter. It left tho question of orthodoxy un-
touched, and simply proposed to aid that common Christianity they all
agreed in professing. (Hear, hear.) It was consequently 2 measuro of
unmixed liberality.  In addition to recognising all classes of Chyistians
a9 oqual in the eye of the law, it fostered the Voluntary syatem.  (Hear,
und & Jaugh.) It was not proposed to give unconditionally, but to grant
an amount in aid of religion cqual to the sum subscribed by the voluntary
cflorts of any congregation ; the State thus assuming the position of an
indulgent parent, who, desirious of encouraging habits of ccenomny mn a
(l:hildl,I would say, ¢ Save one shilling, and I will give you another.!’ (A
augh.)

Captain Harr was anxious, in proposing that the bill be read a first
time that day ¢:x months, that it should be understood on what grounds
he did so.  As he never did object to the principle of the bill, but b ob-
jected to it as it hitherto stood. Ho was willing to aid religion in
special cases which might bo brought before the Council ; and he pro-
posced the amendment, because he was convinced the battle had been
fought out of doors, and because he thought the measure was thrown be-
fore them as an apple of discord. (Hear, hear.) He belicved thie pro-
posed mcasure would have no chance of success in the House; for,
although the introducer of it had spoken as if he was certain it would be
carried, his Excelloney had, in a recent appointment, given the casting
vote against it. (Hear, hear, and a Jaugh.) He would therelore move,
that the bill be read a first time that day six months.

‘The most valuable specch was made by Mr. Elder, and as it furnishes
us with some yscful and interesting facts on the working of the compul-
sory system in our colonies, it is given cntire.

Mr Eroin said, during the whole period that I have resided in this
colony, there hasbeen a constant spint of antagonism between tho govern-

ent and the peoplo. Let the government of the colony do its duty to
the people, and I am convinced that the colonists of South Australia will
do their duty to the government. The government, by bringing this bill
in, and in placing the amount on the estimates, show an ammus, aud a
determination to carry their measures with a high band. It was within
these walls, five years ago, that tho unjust and unprincipled measure of
supporting all religious denominations alike, was proposed ; and I well
remember the indignation that was felt out of doors on the occasion. I
remember well joining a large and influeatial body of gentlemen (de-
puted from one of the largest and most respectable public moctings over
held in Adelaide), who waited on Governor Robe with an humblo me-
morial, praying that he would delay the passing of so cbnoXious a mea-
sure. 1 cannot forget the insulting reply of Governor Robe; and 1
remember weil the deep prophetic feeling experienc.d by many on that
oceasion, that a time would come when the colonists of South Australia
would rise and 'free themeelves from their religious oppressors. With
many, T lnoked and longed for that time, and now I belicve, in the good

providence of God, it has came to pass. 1 was bom a Churchman,
brought up & Chuscluman, and 1n 1240 came to this colony a Churchman,
I believadd, before coming to this colony, that religion could not be main-
tuaed and propazated e any country without governtnent aid. [ saw
the warking of a differcnt system in this colony, and 1 was led and von.
strained 1o say, Joug before the government interfered at all, that reli.
nion would propagat tself’ independent of aid from the government ; and
I saw, motasnver, what 1 had never seen in my lito before, unity and
hinstian followalny amongst all denominations.  That unity and fellow-
slup have for the jast fiv years Leen destroyed ; but T am not without
h pe, snd casting away this bone of contention, the old seelings of chris.
ttan harmony will rovive, and boglrer days retum 1 am sure that,
during the first five years of iy resslence 1o this colony, there was uo
lack ot christian churches and chnstiun preachers.  ‘That was a tiime,
to s, when ran and distress came upon many a one, and peaple could il
atfird to give hiberally,  That dark timeo passed awny, the nines were
diseovered, the ealony began to prosper, and people wero in a better posi.
ton fo mpport thet ministers, but they Were not pennitted to have any
tanthier tral; a duspotie governor stepped in, and with all the haughti.
e ss of a Rugaan antoerat, passed the unjust deerce. 1 remetuber weoll
the gentle and enticing manuer in which the wedge wasinsertcd. + Only
two shulliogs per bead, and by taking it you were just getting your own
money back again which you have put into the treasury *  The dissenters
of ting « lony have mde a noble staud, for they have refused thousands of
their own money which they could have had wathout any spiritual inter-
forenee by.government at all.  ‘Ther consaences were aggrieved by the
very offer ofthe money, and 1t beeames no government to ride roughshod
aver the consciences of any of its sabjects I am not a Dissenter myself,
but I nmn proud of the Dissenters of the colony.  America looks back
with veneration to s pilgrim fathers. It 13 no disparagement, sir, tothe
pilerim frhers of America, to compare some of our Dissenters with them ;
and I feel eonvineed that fiture generations in this colony will bicss the
name of the present Dissenters, who have so nobly struggled to fix our
relimious liborties upon a broad and sohd foundation I call upon the
hon. members of thishouse, 1f they value their own peace, and the pesce
of the community, to throw out this bill.

The amendment was carried.  The votes wero 13 to 10. It will give
groat satisfaction to the eolony, as some of those who voted for the coin-
pulsory avstem were compelled to acknowledge that it wns extremely
unpopular.  We comcide i the opimion cxpressed by the Advoeate-
General:  “Whenever an arrevocablo deciston has heen arrived at by
that Council, people woull throw aside the crutchos which had onl
impcded their movements, atd support religion by religious mm.”—t;.
P. Mogazine.

ORIGINAL SECESSION CHURCH.

A disruption has taken place in the original Scecesion: S8ynod, on a
proposition for union with the Free Church. The unnual mecting of
the Synod was opened 1 East Campbell Sirect Chureli, Glasgow. Mr.
Bura, of Thurso, was clected moderator.  On Tuesday after discus
sy the case of Mr. Laing, of Colnonell, relutive t1 certain doctrines
which he had published, and which were consicored to be opposed to the
principles of the Church, and depriving him of his judicial functions,
un‘il-his case was decidud, th~ Synod procecded to tahe up an overture
on union with the Free Church, to which the unmes of nincteen Minis-
ters were attached.  Dr. M‘Crie’supportcd the overture, which he said
disided into the two following propositions :—1st, That the Seceesion
Church held no distinetive principles, but that its principles were those
of the Reformed Church of Scotlund, as these existed in her purest
times ; and 2od, That finding that the Free Churcli of Scotland was the
true representative of the Reformed- Church of Scotland, it was there-
fore the duty of Steeders to 1eturn to the church from which they had
seceded, now that the errors and defections which originally caused the
scparation of their fathers wero disclaimed by the Eree Church. He
concluded by proposing ..t tht Synod now sgrev to present to the en-
suing Asscmbly «f the Free Church a representation and appeal, in
pursuance of the overture, signed by the mioderator and Clerk in the
namo of the Synod. Mr. Andersgn, Carluke, moved a serics of resolu-
tions 1 opposition to the motion of Dr. M Crie; and in the course of
hus observations remarked, that as the Free Church did not explicitly ro-
cogmse the continucd obligauons of the Covenants, which he regarded
as tantamount o the confeseion that she did not beheve them, she was
not a fumthful church of God ; and therefore holding the principive of Se-
ceders, they could not consistently unite the's ¢ Jmony with that oi' the
Free Church, The discussion of the question w2 resuraed on Wednes-
day, and continued till Thursdsy ; Mr. Beatie, of Balmullo; Mr. G.
M<Crie¢,Clola ; Dr. Shaw, Whitburn ; Mr. Mcek,Carnn s tie ; Mr. Head-
rick, Longride; Mr. Thompeon, Dundec ; Mr. White, Haddington, and
Mr. Paxton, supporting the overture, and Messrs. Aitken, Aberdeen;
Graham, Kilmarnock, Manson, Perth; Roger, Auchinleck; Brown,
Coupar-Angus ; Blwkley and Stevenson, supported the amendment. A
division was then taken, when Dr. M'Cric’s proposition was carried by &
majority of onc, the numbers being 32 to 31, Mr. Aitken protested in
his own name, as well as those adhermng, that the muronty were the
rightful Synod of Original Secedere, and that they should meet as smch
in Main Strect Church (Rev. Mr. Murray’s), next day (Thursday), at 10

" a.M. Next day the majonty, on the motion of Dr. M‘Crie, adopted a
<erice of resolutions, setting forth that the proceedings of the minority




