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WON IN A CANTER. gvog

[coxTinuen.]

CHAPTER XIV.
TIHE DINNER AT OARVIKE HALL.

B Turlat Turdlefut was acated in hie arm-
chisit puniug over the colunns of the Times,
Lady lurtivfat was svated opporit luma louk
ing through her lotters, the urn was Rissag
on tho table, and the breskfast waiking.

+» Whoro on carth 1s Jack this morning?*
smud tho Kmght som.what testily, **I kato
bewg kept wmﬁnﬁlfor my u:eals™

+ Déar Jolin will bu here directlly, hie has
ouly ridden ueer to Linden Hall {0 sce how
the invalid is, I am oertain bo will be bheco
iminediatelv.”

« I don't know what the devil has come
to that boy,” exclmumed the gentlemnan, “he
is pever in tinte for anything ™

«Pray don't get angry,” said lus wife, “ho
18 generally punctushityatsolf. And there he
18 nOW cowningmp the avenue.”

«.8o much the better,” replied hor hus.
band; *'I don't see what good ho does going

!
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s dinner withont gl bging proper],
cd ~ff was impossible. Ql’i’og?lliﬂv’l‘gﬂloy-

t was 1n the haiglit of a°dilémma, 80 she at-
tacked her husbaud ngain after lunchoon.

# T havo gt the notes all roady to send,
Sir Turbit,” sho said ; *‘but thereis ahorriblg
difficulty, for there aro nine gentlomnen whom
'\io must ask, aud thero are ouly scyen avail-
{ nble Indivs, and if any refuse, goodness gra..
* cious knows what we shall do.”

1 “Head over your list,” saul the Xnight
teiortlys b was tasting o new samplo of ‘Ma-
* deith, and dud ot like to be interrupted.

“#3¥ell," commenoed the lady, *there is

Lord: Vernefast, Lojd Lavendey, Sir John
Forest, Captain Slyfox, Alr, Conyers, Mr
Thombill<the Enight gave 5 grunt as this
name vas Gitered=—the’ Bector, Jol, aud
joundf; it pidkes e Then thero is
Laily Lavender, ‘Lady ; Blyfox, Migs
‘Thorohill, tlic Rector's wife “and” daughtar,
Miss Dufelibild—we must ask lier—ang' 1my-
self; that is only soven. ‘Wlist on.earth aro,
wae to dofor {0 more?”
“Hanged if T know,” roplied tho Enight.
* Somo of the men must goin by themselyes.™
The Madeira did not come up to his ides of.
being " first-class and he was in no.mood to
axge shont diliners,only 1o cal them.

to tho Hall 50 often ; young Thornhill is gct-

. Thornbill is git:| *IWell, I horp &n idea,” resumed tholady,
» nowaf he weat -there o TWO Do ‘3o our nel :

ting on.well onotgh ¢ there | « there izo 10 now comery in our nHghbor’
to soo'g;aﬂeme‘:glo and to do any good g’hosd o Mrs. -and. Miss ﬂjnig’ht_l‘y,-ypuq‘l;gio‘
that quarter I aloald oot aind, but Jack if (ceon Yicm un know——the miisther 18 aiched:’
suoli s shickén-ticattod fool that the prizd will s ingly Yadline, il tho Sasghtér is chasibiad
alip from his gresp whilst Tie s thinking abott} supposo I were to have the carringe round,
it. I am suro I was not so shy when I was ow:them, and- ask them to-dinner in a
—was, you know what I mean, carying ou ' fri ndly way. ‘I am certain to find them at
with you ; no beating about the bush with home, for it isa non-Lunting day, and as M.

J went slap at it, Int or muss.”

< Ny, Turtlefat, thero oertainly was no
beating about tho bush with you ; but then,
remember, T had money.” .

+ Well 60 you had,” replied her busband,
& gand vour ten thousand j-ounds I have tun-
od into ten thousand a year, so I do not
{hink 1ou vecd comnlain.”

6 | am not comulzming,” sad the lady,
T on'y wau: you nvt to be 60 hard on our
boy; sueh a fine hundsome fellow too.”

# Handsomie bo langed ! cjaculated the
‘Bnight s aarply.  Hs was in bad humor, for
feobatai b 107 kept waituing for hus breakfast.
‘&1 ger- patmne uavdsomen lum, s pasty-
faced xmlksup.

Tho Bught wasa it of 8 bully st home,
and Lads Tartlefat often got some bitter
avonds fruin her better half when no one was

DCAT.

4 ] wish to heavens, Jack,” said his father,
¢ you would pot keep mo waiting for_ break.
fast as vou do, &nd there 18 not the shghtest
neeossity for your going over to sec young
Thorninll evers murmng ; if your journeys
76 taken to the Hall wath the object of see-
inz Miss Thurninl, why the deval don’t you
fo dt'a proper tune and then you are likely

cd the lady,
does what

o0 mect hier 27

$ Well, never mund,” mtcrr:})t
@ hreakfast is ready. Jack only
‘ig nght.”

U 1 of course,” sad the Knight, sulkily, !zhe county, kaving informed his master that
this 1 Mre. and Miss Sprightle{l

+¢ von always side against mo; but if

1 They twere mutaally pleesed wish each other,

; Sprightley always accompanies her danghter
13 &ime{ts, itTs niot Nikelyslo will Dave Lier
pony-carriage out two days runnming. Jack
tells me, too. thoy are noticed by a great many

eople, Lord Verriefast among the number;
it would only look friendly, what do you
m ? ”

y'A capital idea, anything you lke,” szid
Sir Turlat, gosd-humouredly, he was at a
second glass of tho Madeira, which went bet-
ter than the first, so he was in the mood to
acquiesce in anything.

‘The lady therefore ordered the barouchs
round, and was soon on her rord to call on
Mrs. Spnghtly. Great was the surprise when
Lady Turtlefats card was sent in, and the
lady herself shortly after ushered into their
preity little drawing-room. There was littlo
ceremony, for Lady Turtléfat, when away
from her pompous old husband, was not so
dyyuficd as sho wished people to believe.

and the aty Emght's wife congratulated her-
self at having sccured two such ncqnisitions]
for her dinner party—her anly faer was that
sorae might refuse, then 21l her calenlations
would fall to the ground. Happily this was
not the case; the neighbourhood was not
noted for its gaiety, little besides hunling was
downg, the only one whu was inclined o send

who was au fait on all that was going onin

|
were to be at Sir]

963 un wucn svugh, damtue T -IT break | Turbt s, decided that nublaman’on r.ccc{teing
?85" i my oWk fuuin. . ojthe susitativn.  Ho thueght it would al
* Arv yuuneser ngg to Lutt again, Jack? soung |

« 9

asked tus fatlucs, L waa
down a ivt of gawe pie. He was purple in
the fzce fivae quick cating, and wanted to
get & attie ind bdore he attackdd the pate
dcjusc giul, ‘\hich he b:ul fixcd his eyes on.
« T dun't see the use of your keeping hunters
ip thie stabl. catiog their heads off—if you
don’t shuat, why tie devil don't yev hunt 27

“ I claamence agan to-mnarrow,” ied
Liis sun , ** but the fact is, I did not liko to
go out b furc this affair of Thornhill's was
blown over a little ; a fellow gets so chafled
and ai tiat, you hoew ; and to morrow. Miss
Thorn.ill 1s going out on her new bhorse,
Sultan.™ i

* T 2cll you what, Jath';a sud the Kdmxﬁ.l:]t H
« if you dan’t prupuse to that @ri, and meke
xnlfers safo before mx and thxggs hours are
over yow head, yua'ne an ass, and $kat is all
I Lave tosay on tho matter;” and the
yose frum the table and returndd
Trunes.

* All righ?. governor,” rephed lus son, sqll
in good time, you know,” apd ke sauntered
out of the room.

Iy dear.” said Lody Tartlefat -presently,
«¢ wo realiy ought to think about gmwg a
dinper ; we owe lots of people one.” ]

“Din-r !~ gasped the Kmght, throwing
dovn lus Trstes, and brigbtening ap con-

siderabl3, for the suond of dioner was music
{o Lis cars, * God bless me, Jou don't say 501
YFho do we owe a dinner fo 27

Y Well," returned the lady, * there aro
theTharnhills, the Lavenders, the Slyloxes’
Alr. Conyers of course, Lord Verriefsst, S
JohnForest, our Reetor, and abost of others.™

« Well, send ont the invitations, and for
20y dag voo choose , it 1s all the same to mo
.only. leb e know in time ;7 and he tock up
i2he papetaguin, and was 6001 deep in 1ts
columnr
* T hate Yhat fellow Tharntill though,” he
oxclaimed syidenly, and startling her lady-
e bly . whe was iv the middle of

Leen gubbling !

o 3as e

plo of small means are obliged to worry,,

sincss.
sir| All tho servants in tho Turilefat establish-

cajutal yppurtauits to know mure of the
lanij, and to. make the acquaintatec of Her
mamuus, fur he had not yei called. on them
as be promised. |

Lady Turtlefat was in a seventh héaven at !
firding there was not one refusal. and her !
party of cighteen compiete. Sir Turtit, too,
was glad of an -cxease for overeating himsélf.

Miny were the constliations the Enight
and his chef had in the former’s study, the
cook wanted one thing, Sir Turbit another;
but at length the iwnatter was compromised,
jthe Emght’ was to have his wsy with the
ysoups aze of wiich was fo be furtle with
j1ced puachy, but he was in no wsy to inter-

an excuse was Lord Verriefast, but his valet, | L

after. Mrs Sprightly wis quietly but well]

.dressed, ler daughter locking lovely, and
80 Lord Vorriefost syvmued to Waok 88 Ly 8p-
-p{(:ﬁoll:@, mbdo his buw, and ahppkhgn‘s:;
with her.

the usual mysterious whisperings
o. tho bost vwero going on, telling bLis gentle-
mbonguests who they wereto takeinto dunner,
Mts. Sprightly was engaged in an animated
coaversativn with Lunl Lavendor and Mr.
Conyars, wiuch «as put an end to by dwn ¢
boing announced. )
Young. Turtlefay would have mach liked
to have tokep in Misy Thornhill, or MMiss
Sf;ightly. but as thdDost's son, Lady Mary
Slyfox fell tq lium, lus father leading the way

: | with Lady Lavpnder, and Ins mother bong-

ing up thie rear with Lord Lavender. How-
over, by a ellfal cpyp, snd which he gavo
Jumisolf-grefit credis fur, he managed to_have
%:s,s Spri uliy on ono side of him, and Ajss.
orpbill firketly opposile.
" Sir-Tariu, greatly to lns wife's sunoyanca
~wonld insist on being helped tyicq -fo gmp,
a0 o piany Hinies Sgaih fo the iood Yuz
’Méh’ dnd e
‘example.
“Have some more turily sonp, Lavendex,"™
exclsimed tho kriight, in o Toud voice ; *.io
iag 1°30 ;" but tho worthy gentlome

2ppaintéd when bis Loréousp gad ot
01;4@«1 Had4hicy acceptdd dus invatation be
wonld' havpgone infor s third supply; as it
538, he dstermined 10 have ‘samie Svarmed.
‘for“himsell' add taken up into lus room
when all had gone, and also ts pitch
into his butler for helping him fo so hittle.

*How 18 your consin this eremng, Miss
“Taornhill ?* “asked' Jzck Turtlefat after ho
ihnd takenteverslglasses of wine, toscrew his
his conrage up to the point, * I trust he ig
mbuch better now ?”

 Tlinnk yon,” answered the young lady,
“though still weak ho is getting on famously,
and desired to be remembered to you, and
tothank you for so kindly inquiring after him.
If the weather is mild, I hope to be able to
take him ont in my pony carriage in a few
aaw.'l

Jack @id not seem to appmve of this,
thourh he sa1d nothing, but s face wasan
index to his feetings, and turning to Afiss
Sprigbtly, said in a low voice. ** It's deucid
hard, AMiss Sprightly, that I am saddled with
any share of this unfortunate occurrence; the
fact ix I never fired at all, Brag had two sizes
of shot in his gun,” (Bouncer was not there
to contradict him so i1e could ssy what he
liked) *,he fired both barrels.”

‘¢ But how could he have been kit on both
sides 2" asked the young lady.

Jack Turtlefat, was rather nonplussed at
this gnestion, but Le was egual to the occa-
sion, and e2nswered, after gulping down a
glass of sherry to hide his™ embarrassment,
* Easily enough, Miss Sprightly, as he .re-

raséod bl

téd sehen bis Lordeusp sod oflier de-

ceived his first shot he turned round, and sof,

got ‘3.‘° contents of the second barrel into

m.
Ho had been cunning enough when the
accident occurred, and when running up with
the others, {o puta cariridge dnto his dis-
&&pﬁ;}ut;ma, and wl;:;cth Imf been %xstoov
e .the sharp eye e kecper, but ss
Buuncer Brag's o bad onTypénc barye
fired:off, this 1ame attempt of the illustrious
Jack’s went for nothing.

Lsdy Turtlefat, whose quick cars had
caught a portion of the preceding converss-
tion, and was cver alive to her son's interost,
exclaimed, ** Ah, Miss Sprighlly, yon are
taliang ci poer AMr. Thorphill ; Ibsheve my
son John is totally innocent.”

¢« Don't beheve anything of the sort, Miss
Sprightly,” interrupted Sir Turbit, * Jack i
the worst shot in the neighborhood ; he has
peppered half the keepersard beaters in the
country, and it will ondin us really-folling

fere wath the catrees, and with this arrange-
ment the old gourmand wes feign to accede..

The cvemng amnved, and Lady Tartlefat
was gorgeous i her black velvet, feathcrs, and
dismosss. She had none of those fears which

themselves nbagt, x:iol:; of *tihu;ogc mystc;i:;:s,
wkisperings, and ghding siealthily out of the
roam to see that tﬁl; table has been properly
1aid, to argue with the cook who would drink,:
or c_xs'c&inhte with e hired waiter who had
already filched hialf .4 bottlo of sherry, soiled
his gluves, biad his limp whito neckcloth awry,

post assigned to him; .nor Jady Tuxtl
fat'aay foars that her servants would be guilty
of over-setting ‘the contents of & soup-plate
into alady's: or drag the lsce searf off
their shonlders by their.trepidation and clum-

ment were good and well appointed, from the
kitchea:mard wpwnrds, ¢ only one who,
had any misgivings was ‘Sir Turbit himself,
who was in agony lect the ‘fiftecn port should
be ill-decantered, or the madara and claret
overwarmed.

*By George, Johnson! " exclaimed the
Kmght o his old butler, and whose pantry he
had entered for the twontieth tumo for tholast

!

| Lavender avd Lady -

ard wh in fact, anytking but it for the {
bl Yhatend h&g e.i'lt'ft “for the drawing-room; the old Enight

|
lu

18ppoaring with the cofide, at lcast

‘somebody, if e goes on shooling.”

Lady Turtlefat 1.oked unafterable thirgs,
and b r 501, to hido his indignation and con-
fosion, took reliefin aglass of shery; and
assuming s nonchalant air, asked Afr. Conyers
if he had fixed an the date for the huct ball,
the Knight's atiention bring at that moment
taken up bywinking athis butler, and making
dumb show for a glass of Madeira, which he

| sl had an idea would be over-warm.

The dinner at length concluded, and Lady
Tuartlefat, having succeaded in catching Lady
Aary’s eye, they roso
from the table followed by the others, and

then took his wife's placo at tho bottom of

dogr, and invited bis guests o draw ap. He,
was ternibly. axsg‘ustedP. on Johnsop presently

hour before the time, and inwardly vowed to

give tkat worthy a doxnble dosp whan ke

came %o his room with the soup and Madeira.

His son had.alresdy. taken his de
for the drawibg-room, whither the other god-
tlemen presently followed. ‘

When they entered, they found Jack Tar.
tletat, who was g fair piauist, thoogh he bad
& miserably weak voice, accompanying him.

" enépts ook thejr.dep
3 fo the 1ccd TUmM
8 el to follow his |

dis- | some doy, I

“} you get on-with-Miss Thornhill 2*

the table to get away from the draught of tha

half an;

LM
! \_‘m.&‘re seen three Indies go a8 you
djd,)”" o3oleime D to the young
lody, *ghan'lagt Tuesdsy, when you, Miss
Miss Thornkill %:I’Mm. Allsnob wero out
thh_tln.e.llgql_iglb_'— -nover saw such riding in
u}! life; upon y soul, I don’t know who
rides tho bost.” )
Oh! Lord Vorriofast, there is not tho
slightest doubt upon that point, Mrs. Allsnob
is by far the botter horsowoman “—she
meant it, and was quite honest in hor opin
ion—*'she a8 had much longer cxperience
than I bave, Miss Thornhill, too, rides quite
a8 well as I do, and is nuch better mouunted;
her borse, Sultap, is the most perfect lady’s
bunter 1 ever saw.” ’

“Is he?" paid the uobleman, looking enr-
nestly at hor, * well, of you like you shall
bhave o dozen of thog %mw as good.™

What more ho might have said was cut
short by "Mr. Gonyers coming up, and the
carrisges présently being dnnounced, the
by by > ntmo'

- UIY_eD,J »' said Lady Turtlefat, when
they ‘were alonb, “‘whare 18 yonr father?”

“Johusop,” “retgruod the dutifal ron,
"1;&15 just taken & great bowl of tartle squp
‘and”’
Ho will €38 lmseli-nto a 't of apoplexy
5 knog Lp will, and serve him
nglit4go." ‘Hi was deeply éxasperated at
thie'way Ligdaffior iad. grutbbed him 4t the
dinper-tatle.

“QhtJack," exclaimed the mother, **don’t
“altl-in that disrespectiul way.of your father;
you don’t mean it, I know. DBut how did

. “Geton? Notatall. She wasnearly as

.bad as.the governor. I could not get a word

out of her, 1w she.war lapghing atany
song, and 1 am fally convinced it is no go

with her; that ead Thornhill, her new-fornd

cousin, hes cooked my goose in that quarter;”

and wishing bhis mother good-night, Le tock

his departure for a cigar and a glass of grog

in bis own room.

€HAPTER XII.
COLONEL DOVWNEY TO THE FQLE.

Shirkington was deeply cxssperated at
what ite termed his fnend's treachery in en-
deavorning to steal 2 march upou um, and
folly determined, as he rode hiomewards,
that he would pitch into Bluster remarkably
hot; brt this he wns not able to do,as he
found his friend had retired to rest some
helf-hour before he .arrived, so Shirkiogton
conzoled himself with a glass of brandy-and-
weter, over which ka vowed. deadly xevenge
arawnst Bluster on the morrow.

The following inorrng, however, bofore
he was up, brought lim s htile pink note
witn; 2 neat monogram, and one of the same
size anc dunensions was takon to the Cap-
tain's room. j

“ Who did this come from 2" asked Shirk-
ngion, sithing up 10 bed and rubbing lus eyes
for he was hardly awake.

“ Postern broaght .t over, sir,” sald the
servant, ** with Miss Sprghtly’s  compli-

halta bottle of Madeian into his stndy. |

** Doocid fino gixl that Miss Sprightly, Rs
per,” blowing a huge cloud of amoke from by 3
tween lus Lips, ** sho is Ly Gad, au ! rides tip
top, should nol mind” making her Mrs:
Downey, but—" - o -
** Tho devil you would not,” ejaculated tho [
Major, somowhat hastily,  why I 'am spoonoy Sl
there myself, toss you up who pops.” p.
* I yoa had not interrupted mo, Rasper,” 3N
replied the Golonel, * I was going to say, but SR
she ‘ﬁo;;'f] do for me."” R .
* Notdo for you, Downey, why not, .
devilish pretty girl, o guud stogpex, I{Jok's : E
thozongh bred one all over, and a thou &M
year. Ta
** Ah," gaid tho Colonel, winking gapionily, BB
* that's just it, thare's no cvin, ‘fﬁg bg‘yl% tlf 0
thou a year is o snare and &' delusion ; it 'ix R
» B3

only o thousand pounds, and by Gad

that's o fact.” L
AL, 5aid tho Mojor, * thut alters tho SR

casg entirely : 0 woman ig pretty without S

wmonoy, atleast in my eyes; dash it1 yon K

knosy, Dolopel, I'couldn’t keep 2 wifs on ‘my §

&

o

P8y, not fo be thouglit 61 for . moment ; iv’s JN
ggfﬁhs_ pity thoughi, for gho 18 8 Very neént RS
littla » ’ T ..

Q. LYY,
_ '.'?I&é‘@g_nd outcl-about it, Basper, I'm
ot fo'be %qgg}xt papping. It just this:

-4

Maiuma Sprightly, who, by-the-way, is 5 B
doocid pice ladylke woman, Lnd' atoit 5 §
couple of huudyed s year of Lex opyn, ad ahe
lately fell into 2 legacy of five thotisana; I
wh}t‘;l will give her tivo bundred:and £y a §
Kea.r more, four-hundred and fty in-all, "my &
undred and twenty added to it would mako §
five hundred and seventy o year, which S
would allow mo to live at Cheltenham, v

my cob and pony-chair for the missis,
em going to enter for the all-age stakes.”

“No, are you though?" asked tho Major; §F
“ b:;y;'sheis rather a level-toothed one, isshe {fi
not

** Well, perhaps sheis o litttlo past mark B
of mouth; but by Gad, sirl one does not
marry teeth, you know."

** But tne daughter,” interrapted the Major;

1** do youzmean to say she has no coin.”

**Just atlicnsand pounds,- Rasper, not's
stiver more  **Won't do,” sighed the Major,
**1t'sdevilish odd I can’t 3ind 8 woman with
any of the ready—just my luck.” =

Mrs. Spnghtly and” h.r deughter were §
Lingenng over the remains of their breakfast
httlo imagining that they were bang %0.can’
vassed 1 different quarters.

** Bessy,” smd hermother, *did you :really

zhnsean.wb;hz; 5:3; tolddme.hst mght, thst-you
ve absolulely and.unequivocably réfuse

both Dufier and B}dster??'q by zefused

“Most decidedly I have,” answered “he
goung-lzuly; *I will mect them as friends,

ut I will never marry either of them, that I
am quite decided on.”

“Bud T  thought, Bessy, that wa camse
hero on purpose to book—] mean that you
might play your cards.”

“I know, T undersiand, mamms, but-I
ha‘vc vther vic;'s, now.” ’

‘ Why you don't m an to say, Bessy, that"
sou bave formed any other attz::bmefgz“ TN

1 pever told 1 had any sttachment for

Ineats.”

*Ah," chuckled Shirkingten to ldmsdlf
tncmphautly, a5 he jamnjd out of bed L pall
ap the blnd, and let more light in the rvom,
* pour Lttle Bessy conld not wait the week,
how I will crow over that fellow Blushuz at
bréaldast,” ard ho jansped into bed ngain to
read the conlents afthe note athis ease. Ashe
scanned its lines hurriedly, his face ‘betame
scarls: and dashing it down on the counter-
pane exclaitaed, * Damn lier ! who the dence
wcald have thonght it 2™

The cortents of the note was ar follows :

* Drae Mz, Doyrex,

© You bsd no sooner left this ovening than I
2nought how wrong it would .be o ask sou to
it 8 week for.my answer 10 your fatteriog pro-
possl. 1 have thought over evrryibing ; otr in.
timecy &8 Brighton, snd our {endship bere, but
Imaust tell you candidiv and at once, 5o that you
sy not hererfter say I bave encouraged you by
A{alsp hopes. I, therelore, withoui losing any
time, inform yon that T decling the hogor you
proposo deing me. fzmma and myself will be

trast 5o #ill often give u's the pleasure of see-
ing yoa ; but withont alluding further $o $his
sabject, as my mird is fally made up,
¢ I em, dear Mr. Duffer,
** Yours very droly,
Bxssre SrareETLy.”

The tenor of the Captain's note was pretty
neatly tho samé 4 tha of bis friend's.

When bot}&enﬂqtnpn met inthe breskiasi-
room they looked anything but amiably at

s om Tooked particaladdy Black; B

K 2] 'y L5 Lo
remembered bis cool txeatment of the young
1sdy ut. Brighton,-and fell-by no.-anesns as-
sured that though he had been: refased that
his friend 'Dad not bern docepted, forhe bad

parture{ found ont that the Capfain had' reccived a

* billet doux ™ at the same as himself.
SEembsh el
very pro e that Shirkington, u v
ing stolen » march on’him and so being-first
in the § 1d, was the secipted man.

self, and in the midst of & song—

nania o

AYWll” said Duffer, opdéning the bali
© vom Waced the o piee {'ﬁd?‘?iqtg'htnlui-’

g 0 1D

always glad to receive you as = friend, sad If

either Mr. Dufier or Captain Bluster; it was
o malt r of n-¢ ssity withme. You kno
we could not have gone on living os we Bii
Bt nuw,” conticned the girl Lnfhtc.ning a

and luking exceedingly pretty, “ Thase foun,
'som'e one I really like, npclx, gz’.ndsomef a%& a
pexfect gentleman.™

“Good Eesvens, child! what on earth do
youmean?” looking at her in-perfect bawil-
derment. ' i

“Aamma,"” said the girl trinmphantly,
“how%ould atitle sait me? I don't mean
strawbarry leaves or anything of that sori,
but just“simple *Lady;’ how do you think
Lady Verriefast would sound 2" -

' Lady Verriefast ] what—yon don't mean
to say that Lord Verriefast har proposed ?”

“ Well no, mamma, not exscily yet, but ho
will, and thst before 8.¢ week is out.”

* What a.wondexfr: girlI" murmured e
astonished lody, as her danghfer vamishéd
from the room. ¢ Lady Verriefasti” eolilo-
quized sb; “‘ah, then- Ishall have togo
into dianer afler. hr.”

Non-hunting diys are generally devoted
by ladies to makirg calls, cspecially.if thoy
S ot T et o

cx; and LadyI avenderfondly. hoped that
shs qunldbc.a’b{e {o get her lordjtan Jnaster
to sk b Charie Tt who s coing I

make to ie Tha , Who was going B
to ses hia friends. -

** Utterly imposiible, my dear,” renlied be,
2s the question was it fo him; *yon kngw
the shooting season is .oming 10 an end, 3
there are covers I.bave Dot yot ﬁmc?nodi
forget that Forest and old Mr. Thornhillk =4 #@
Siyfox will be hero presinfly.”’ TR
“Ah,” sighed tho'lady, *trae, T had quito §
forgotten that; well, Tsal drve overlo |
JTady Mary -carly, and'tak “her with me to
Iinden Haltr Tmustgo and s8¢ poor Gnacie, §
Ho will think it so.nltedly ﬁnldnm s

“Xou.conld not do a etfer thing,” replied
his Tordship; ¥poorfellow, Jiehsas indeed
had a hard time of¢; I shall never forget I8
hisdook ashosat onthe ground irying to B
staunch those txo gaping wounds. It is

enough to sicken ono of shooting.  T.ook at i
(‘ . .




