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GREETINGS.

THE BROOK IN THE WAY.
e
I ne way is long, aml the weary feet diag thanselves
Ritng N .
) slowly onward beneath the glowing heat of a
=7 scorching sun. Still there is no sign of the

journey’s end, and the travelier is nigh to fainting.
Lo! at a turn of the road he hears the murmuring
sound of a brook! Surely that silver gleam, those
tufted palns rising and standing seulptured against
the sky can have only one meaning. Wafer, oh!
thought of gladness ; water, oh! peal of pure delight ;
what music in its very nmme, when the pilgrim is
perishing with thirst, choked with dust and reduced
almost to despair!  This is indeed no mirage, but the
ever-springing water of life,
The Psalmist says thal “1le shall drink of the
brook in the way, therefore shail he lift up the head.”
TWhat « picture for you and me, and how true to
our every-day needs!  What a blessing that, if in the
way, be it ever so hard and we ever so worn and
exhausted, God can lead us to a 1ill or a river of
refreshing, as it shall please 1Tim.  What force in the
sittle Jink “therefore.”  Decause we have drunk of the
stream, heaven sent in our neeessity, we shall go on,
not bowing and Lent, but lifting the head! Invigo-
rated, renovated, recreated, and heartened for owr
work, since on God’s crrand and in God's way we have
fasted the cooling draught supplied us by Ilis grace.
Let us thank God that we never need jowrney in
spiritual dearth and dryness, if only we seek Iis help
in the methods of lis appointment, if only we are
willing to drink of “the brook in the way.”
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THE CURE OF AN EVIL TONGUE.

}"l‘ must begin at the heart ; otherwise it will be
but o« wountebanh curey a false imagined ¢om
26

quest. The weights  and wheels are there,
and the Jdodk strihes according to their motion. A
gwleful heart sahes o guileful tongue and lips. Tt

15 the workhouse where is the forge of decedt, and
slanders, and uther evil-speakings ; the tongue is only
the outer shup where they are vended, and the lips
the door of it. So, then, such ware as is made
within, such and no other can be set ont.  From
evil thoughts, ev.l speakings, from a profane heart,
profune speaking, fiom a malicious heart, bitter and
calumnious words, and from a deceitful hemt, guile-
ful words, well vaished, but lined with rottenness.
And so in the general, “from the abundance of the
heart the mouth speaketh,” as the Saviour teaches,
That which the heart is full of runs over by the
tongue.  If the heart be full of God, the tongue will
delight to sp.eak of Ilim; much of heavenly things
within will surely breathe forth something of their
smell by the mouth ; and if nothing but caxth is there,
all a man’s discourse will have an carthy smeil ; and
if nuthing bue wind, vanity, and fully, the speech wili
Le airy, and vaun, and purposeless.  “The mouth of the
righteous speaketh wisdom ; the law of God is in his
heart.”  “ The tongue of the righteous is asfine silver;
but the heart of the wicked is little worth.” It makes
the antithesis in the rout ; his heart is little worth,
and therefore his tongue has no silver in it.  Ile may
he worth thousands, as we speak, that is, indeed, in
s chests or Tands ; and yet himself, his heart, and all

his thoughts of it, are not worth a peuny.
Archbishop Leightos.
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GOLD DUST.

—The best truths are often perverted to the worst
purposes.

~—De not discomaged by past failures in duty; but
confess to God, beyg Ilis interference, and try again:
“The way of the Lord is strength to the upright.”
~—XNever take your eye oft' the cross when you think
of =alvation ; all its lines centre there,

—Expect the Spirit when you have prayed for Iis
assistance.

—DBe sure Satan will oppose you, if what you are
doing is for God’s glory.

~—Exanine your aim in all you undertake.

—7Pecace of mind is produced by relinnce on God’s
promises.

—Contentment springs from humility.

~—Love is the greatest ornament a believer can wear.
—Forgiveness is a godlike grace; resentment is dia-
holical.

—ZLook for the hand of God where the cye of reason
can only sec the hand of man.

—If God has done it, it is both your duty and privi-
lege to submit and acquiesce.

—1Iu all you suffer, Jesus sympathises with you.
—Nothing takes place by chance; there is a design

worthy of a God in every operation or permission.



