
long 1)0011 lantiiliar; yct 1101. lifoîc now lIaving- anly kunowledge that -ut
ivas before the publie.

"£A nhouringi- garb gives publie notice of the situation of tiiose Whlo,

are iii affliction froin the loss of friends, iinfornuing others that they
wish to commune iwith their own hearts, ivithout beirig disturbed by

the frivolities of tlie, orld .around themn." -New- York article.

lere are t.wo distinct views of the subject.-Such a garb does;
indeed give publie notice of the death of a relative, if seen by the
1jublic; but it does not give the public any r4ssurance of sorrow, or
of inourning; for ive may j udge front what bas transpired within our
know ledge, that iii general it is flot proof, but a doubtfui evidence of
siiicerity.' A iid further, 1I cannot admit that a consciousness of this
Ilpublic notice" ajiords any real, or religions roônsolatioin to the per-
sont that wears the garb. To our friends and neiglîbors, ivhose syrn-
èathy and cojîdolence we mnay need and desire, notice is useless;
ànd they cani better jutdge tlîan the public, whether ive Mourn or
ý-ejoice ; indeed, strangers feel nîo interest in it.

As every viewv we take of huiman life, iii connexion with death,
and the solemin concerns of the sou1, should be tested by the criterion
()f relig)ions pi îciple, 1 will on titis ground offer m-y ideas of the latter
part ofltle last quotatuon, iii ordgr to show that the "moi.:rning garb"
does flot furnikIî aniy evidence of a"wisli to commune wiith their own

1l have persoîîally wittnessed, and through a longer life tlîan falîs to
lAie commnon lot of titan, the practice of ftunilies o11 the deatti of a
;îîeniber ; aîîd ini this respect, generally of one cliaract£-r, though of
different grades. As sooîî as tonvenient, after the corpse is in iLs
îi i dintg shoout, the shucps are searched for fashionale rorig
thie muiliiier and miantuamtaker called upon, and the neighiboriing
iwnteii eiployed, more or less, in fitting out the fauîily in a fashion-
able inanuo r. Froin this to the ime of the burial, the bereaved re-
latives, especially the feînîale part, have but littie leisure "for com-
illunlion Nvith their own hiearts ;"- and frorn being so oceupied, their
linds& are borrowfully dibqualilied for sciions mieditation upuni deatti,
anîd the awful sceites that follow iL. But they are nioN fitted. for si-x
flionthis, and tlîeîl a liaîf inourning nîist be prepared for the next, six.
*wvhicli ivill comnplete the mnourning period ! !!

w %oul(ler propose an a.ppeal to an revery intelligent person,
dilat lias 1)assed thronigh suchi a course, and inquire ; to, wtîiclî was. i t
zlnost conducive, to sorroiw, or to pr-ide? 7 f to the former, iny views
aru erroneous-if to tie latter, cati we consistently withholid. our as-
s.ctL to the abolition of t custom?

Cati it ti lily .be said, tlîat this practice is adopted as a guard agaiiist
the <'i'uiyof te -%%urld around theîîî ?" If iL w'ere a-cii. timiir
<.wil, tlîcy could find a iatioîîal argumient for it. B3ut the Gkî-i.tia,

!J, ustains the :sou! in humble confidence iii Lîxe Ec..si


