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THE NEW BIRTH OR RE.
GENERATION.

Waex we speak of a New Birth,
we infer that there has been a pre-*
vious Birth. There is a natural’
Birth, and there is a supernatural
Brth. By examining the condi-
tions of the first, we shall be able
in some degree to obtain a clear
idea of the condition of the second.
The word birth is used in both
cases ; the natural birth is a type of’
the apiritual, and so we can reason-’
ably expect that “the facts of the
one must give us some light to un-
derstand the facts of the other.” Ir
our limited space, we can only pre-
sent to our readers the bare outline
of some thoughts, leaving it to their
reflection to fill out the details.

_ lst.  As a man is born naturally
into this world, so to enter the
kingdom of heaven, to be a child of
God, in addition to being a child of,
earthly parents, he must be new born,
re-generated, i.e. born a second time.
The agent in this, we must admit,
can only be God, therefore the
change is super-natural, beyond or

above nature. And except Christ’

had been bornand died, there would |

have been no new birth. OQur first
statement, then, is that Regenera-
tion is a supernatural gift from Jesus
Christ, the Redeemer of the race.

2. There are three things ahout
a new-born child patent to all ob-
servers. a. An orgapic life. b&.
An organized being in which that
life exists. c¢. A sphere of exist-
ence, the world, into which that
being has been introduced, and
which contains everything to nour-
ish and support that life, The
origin of life is a mystery, the fact
of Hfe is plain enough. Take now
the organic life. We see the body
of the child ; that isthe framewark.
The beat of the heart, the breathing,.
the cry, the movements, show life.
The desire for food shows that the
life-principle requires nourishment.
We see that in the body, ¢ke organ-
tzed being, there isan organic life,
a life that makes itself felt by means

.of the body, which in its parts,is an

instrument for carrying on the life.
More—Birth introduces the child
into a world, a sphere adapted to
this life. The lungs breathe air,
the hands, feet touch matter, every
organ has something adapted to it.
The eyes have something to see, the



