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mach less under public ownership. This
is becanse the telegraph and telephone ser
vice in Avstralia are both incorporated
with the post office. and require few, if
any. separate offices Nearly every one of
the three thousand telegraph stations in
the conntry is in the distriet post  office
in the United States there is a post  office
for every thousund persons but a teli graph
station for every three thousand, while in
the newer, p oorer, and far less thickly set

led country of Australia, there are ful'y
six thousand post offices to meet the re

(uirements of four millions of peopie, or
one to every six hnndred and sixty sixpeo

ple; and more than three thonsand of
these are also telegraph stations, being one
to about thirteen hurndred persons.

But Mr. Lusk shows that this economy
of management is not the only reason why
the Australian telegraph has succceeded.
He shows that it is appreciated and made
use of by the people at large to an extent
that is unknown where charges are higher
and conveniences are less. Among the
European nations, Great Briain having a
concentrated popnlation within a small
area, makes most use of the telegraph—
two messages a year for every inhabitant.
In the United States, where the popula-
tiou is mora scattered and mcre diffcult
to reach, the people send about one
message a year for every inhabitant,
In Australia, where the population is
more widely scattered, than in America,
two and one half messages a year pass
over the wires for every iuhabitant New
Zealand, however, has ontdone her larger
neighbor There, the government supplies
a post offiee for every five hundred people
and a telegraph station for every eight
hundred, and with somewhat lower rates
tuan Australia. The people send four te-

legrams a year for each inhabitant, and
the 1evenue from the telegraph is said to
be even more satisfactory than in  Austra-
lia.

The poste.aster general sums up the ad
vantages of the government system of
telegraphs in the assertion that the systew
does for the people of Australia precisely
what the great trasts are doing in varions
industrial lines. By operating on a great
scale, it is saving on the cost of working,
and is thus able to give the public a better
article at 4 lower price ; Thus the public
is induced to use the ®convenience afford
ed on a seale so large as to make it pay
In a new ccumry, of wide extent and thin
ly populated, like Australia,or Canada, the
facilities for speedy and rehable communi-
cation coula not be supplied cicept at
erormons cost, and the government reems
to be the only agency prepared to under
take this function.

This appreciation of the Anstralian te
legraph system is right in line with the
iwprassion left upon the mind of Sir Wil
ham Mulock, Canada's postmaster general
when he visited the Commonwealth. He
at that time publicly expressed his desire
to adopt a like system for Canada n con
nection with the post office department.
This was regarded by Mr. Tacte,then min-
ister of public works, as an attempt to lay
viclent hands on his patronage, as the
government telegraphs operated in Canada
are under the control of the poblic works
department. No soch petty jealonsies
should be allowed to stand in the way of a
goverr mental enquiry into the rates chaiy-
od in Canada on telegraph messages, which
will be found in many instances most ex
cessive




