
THE LAMP.

SUN WOIROIHZ.

Steadfast the Sun atcera throughi tho &%vf ul void;
Steadfast theBarth whoels lu lier igh;ty plae

Onlywo xnortals Ing. au'i are annoyod
T at the Gode niarcli not wfth our sturnbling

pace.

WVhat arc aur follios, wlhat are all aur foars,
Our deop clespair, or that brIght hiole that

buoya;
Wvhat ail the rapturo, all the bitter teara-

'%Vbat but tho cbîldas advoxiturea %vitb bis toya?

Comnrades that wavor, Ioi1 the AII-Sbining One
Loves the Icast lucouL of His atarry lino;

Ilo knows lis course, axid aura is but te run
Sure in the circlo luis just laws assign.

TIxe love of law is aur true law of love;
lu Vais ricb concord Lite Divine is %von;

Our fainter octave thrilis ta that abovo
And vales thex suenut idomn et the Sun.

-A. B. S. S., in& Ca,,adin Uagaztic.

'Decembir 22. Luke 11: 8-20.

The pastors, or shepherds, who are
truly %vatching their flocks, are the first
to have the "ldivine intimation " froin
the Angel or M%-essenger of the Master.
Such a thing as a pastor in the occuit
sense is almost unknown to-day, how-
ever, and the clerics who 'occupy that
relation towards modemn assem-blies or
congregations are foreniost, as a mule, in
denying the present eality and possi-
bility of events which they dogmiatise
upon as actual occurrences iii the distant
past. The annunciation by angels to
shespherd wvatchers Nvas a feature of the
Virgin birth of }.rishina, of India, five
thousand yeams ago, and of other Christs
in other parts of the world. But the
rea lity of the Christ-birth in every rn's
own muner nature is the more imnme-
diatelyimportant lesson. Tlhe Anoinited
Lord (verse ii, Rcvised Version)
beconies the Saviour of iinan, not through
an]y extemnal sacrifice, but by the initemnaýl
Z-ro'vth and developinent of the soul,
the imakmng sacred of the inner life, so
-is to prepare a fit dwelhing-place f'or that
Sacred Otie, whosc Angel or M'%essengçer,
the Foremunniier of other texts, may some-
tinies be confused with the truc MNaster.
"'An Anigel camie upon themi-," one ver-
sion re ads; the Douai Version of

Zechariah tells of "the Angel that spoke
in mie," the saine "Angel of the Lord."
The correct rendering of the Angei-song
isnotable: "'Glory to God in the
'highest; on earth peace among men of
good-wiII." Only tonen of good-ivill is
any message of peace reasonable or pos-
sible ; and the false professions of peace.
where there is no peace have often led
to worse error than open warfare. Where
disharmony exists, open or concealed,
the Anointed Lord dwells not. How
can hie that hateth his brother whom b"ý
bath seen, love the Master wvhom he
hath flot seen ? And without love, the
my-stic power from onhbigh, overshadowv-
ing the soul, there can be no birth of
the Christ.

December 29. Review.
The Golden Toit is Matthow vi : 10, Il Thy

Kingdom corne."

Modemn thought has become s0 wvrap-
ped up in the things of this wvorld that
the idea of a Km g dom with most people
is of a nation withi a monarchical form
of government, a throne and a crowned
sovereign, and so forth. When Jesus
ivas said to have been taken up into a
high place and shown ail the Kingdoms
of the earth, the Roman Empire and its
provinces are usually understood to have
been the means of ternptation. A sub-
tier temptation, however, is implied, for
it ivas flot the Kirgdoms of the Eon,
or present age, but the kingdoms of
the cosmos, the kingdonis of nature,
as we say, Nvhich are mentioned. Luke
wvriting later, uses oikozwzeneie, but Mat-
thewv says kosmos. At any rate the
Kingdom of the heavens, the realm of
the Father, the spiritual state (and both
senses of the word s/ate may be con-
sidered) in which a mani attains his
divine stature, is the resuit of inner
developinent, and the devout aspiration,
IlThy Kingdom comne," must be sup-
plemneîted 'by the effort to realise it if
the prayer is to be of any effect. The
comin g of the Kingdomn will flot be from
wvithout, or Ily the forcible change of the
external conditions of soCiety. These
conditions will change, but only as a
result of the change which must take
place in humnan nature, and individu-
ally.


