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down the root, bark or trunks of stately forest trees. Ail sorts
of food is devoured by thcmn in ail sorts of ways. Thcre are
honey sippers, blood suekers, cabbage eaters, insecticanuibals, aud,
even, %ve regret to say, mien caters!

Thseets, too, have all sorts of odd ways for getting on in the
'world. There are ereepers, runners, jumûpers, fliers, swillniers
and divers. Some takze it into thecir heads to walk heels upwards ;
while others, withi as etrange a fancy, swim head downwards in
thue Water. Yery qlucer, too, are thè occupations and habits of
these stra-nge littie creatures. S;ome, likze hiermits, live alone in
the 'wilderncss; -thlile others forin theinseives into weli ordered
eoininunities, having a c1ueen, governmient, soldiery and iaws.

.And what fantastie shapes do thiey assume! what a variety of
dresses do they wear ! l3easts, fishies, birds, reptiles, and even
plants, liave ail their miaiie representatives in the inseet worid.
There are blackz inseets, aad white ; blue inseets, and grey; inseets
withi sniooth skins, hairy skias, huoray sk-ias, and feathery sias.
Some strut about in a briglit coat of armour, aud others are
deeked fromn Iltop to toe " with sparlinggemis, more brilliarit and
dazziing, than those of an castera prince. Soiune few there are
that encirele themselves with a beautiful halo of lighit, ioving
about like fairy sprites, in the darkness of niglht.

Ail sorts of trades and occupations arc, likewisê, pursuced by
these busy littie unortals. There are carpenters, builders, miners,
stone-masons, paper-makers, silk-weavers, sugar-refiners, uplhols-
terers, net-makers, fishfernmen, scavengers, nurses, and even slave-
holders! wit-h a few tribes of lazy epieures, who seemn to think
(like soiiie o? their hum an brethren) that life was given only for
eating, drinking, sleeping and enjoynient. Without inseets we
should neither have honey nor wax, scarlet dye nor lac. Thie
poor silk-weaver would have to, look out for another occupation,
and qucens, princesses, and aristocratic ladies, would be obliged
to doif their shining robes and satisfy thuemselves with dresses of
Cotton, linen «and ivool. Feyers and other fearful diseuses would
mnake their appearances in mziny places for lack of the saine useful
tribe of busy littie scavengers, and the doctor would shake bis
hiead sorrowfully for want of some potent remedy whichi some
insects supply. Ia short, the world coula not wag on as comfortably
as it does, if even a single tribe o? these much despised ereatures
%vere, wanting. And an o *wonder, for the great Architeet hàs
miade no uscless thing- amid the million curiosities of eartb,
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