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younoe mnn. a sniise of gratitude
foi bad nie frçrii givlng the least
eacourageîiit te fils passion. 1
witlldre(-V myself niore frein his

fflcicty, und seldoni freqîîentedi M~r.
As hndslowue, and whîen James

called., u hicli he did daily et the
cxttitge, tae ruquire citer niy Fatlh.

e'r's lheulth. 1 wvs rarely visible.,"
' 1 h wa.. thenl. and ;àt tili thèn,

tliat 1 knew the rmal %tate cf my
mind, and the iimpression whiiii

yoiing A.;Iiford lid miade on my
livart. 1Thieqe acts et 4eIf.depial,
robbed niy cheek cf ils bloin, and
niy besoi of peace; and i waq ne
leriger the gay fi% ely Ani M Iorris;
bide a mclanchioly hopess crea-
tigre; cleihn elnswhich I
was mshamed to -ieveal.

-Emrnia reinarked the great
change thidt lid taken place in
MnY manners iànd appearance, arnd
Mar. Ashford câîled on iny Failier
lîluiself, ta leara the cause of îny
estrangeinent.

*lcçwüre, shut lup -;ile tiune
togetlîer., Disring ths long Ccli-
ference, J fek ta restless andi ii-a-
liable desire, ta know the mieaig
cf 141r. Asliford's % uit. AL. lem-tb,
ii door opened, and ho appeaîed,
lis benevolvnt face irradiated Uv a

sînile of inward aiacon
1le calhicu ie to hingî, but na

new and rînaîsîal degre-e of' iiîîuid-
ity, lcept Ille froin cbeyiw g the

F;11111î(nlos. Bie teck #ý land,
and ni.i v n~ cheek, qaid.''

Ilow nquv1iUt1c trembl1,er, have
yon antt-ca i

Il .. led u1-eirto the etirer ro.
MUy I'îther %vaSîtinoer ini hiAlîgri.
liaked rnchf Ilj ead rîst-

iun- on lais cen4~ad~,rrd sîiu
poried lby is stick'; ail-d staîîditilg
hoside tha *U a' face spal i aizî
muitît ai1imîakhiud jeu', 1 behucld
Jýit.îesi A-s!îford ; liii rîailv rip.

'1r~t'itktheféelie's auJ de-
cm iîtud,~~e a~ l MV1atlier lai-

~ili$As.evc li Iapproachl
~-*;bu'. wfi,a: vcsicu ered. (Le

gaze of young Ashfcrd, 1 dré*~
hack. Hie sprang earrerly forward
to nicet rue, and INr. Ashiford simi-
jing nt îny confusion, joined our
hands and bado us ho happy in
cach otliev's lave ! Seeing mne
about to speak. lie intei ruptcd nie:

6We w.ll take no refti.ai Amy.
ltour wortby Father atid 1 have
settled tho butPness, and dîsposedý'
or yorî as wa tlîink for tic best-
so hule onlty4tcîiîative left you, is
tobe a goî>dàd eiilul clild,
and anticipaië our wish;e."

IKind and excellent INr. Ash.
ford, 1 1 f4jîlIorud'out,' ycu hav)1.
ideed anticipated inte."

James looked his thanks as lie
led nie Io my FpT er'eot. TIm
dear old man' blessed us with
streainiing eyes, and iii spite oîhis
age and infirrunùle* déclared -tbrt
moment to Uc tlie 'bappie_ý in LIS
life. Frein that bîlis f'ul hciur' l
considered James A,4îfýrd as iy
futuro biusluand, and we loyed each
other with a tenderness anad con.,
fiduince wliiclî cati oily* be f-i't
once-theo heart cannot conceive
ary thing likze it a second tinie.

%Ve toolz -%eet co[1wsel dziiyl W.
g"tlier. and en joyed' that cominu.
mon> of spirit 'ý hicdi can cnly exist
botween Liridred inids.

Ever * preparation %vSs nmade
for our naîjroacIaing nmarrioge, and.
Mr. Ashurd lied agi ced te reign-r
his farmi t~ ui Son, that we miglit
begin Uic woi Id uuîder fair auspices.

I The cimrent cf cuir hiappinesq
Iîad hitherto rui) so siiootlily, tat
it uaipeared destiiîed te experienco
no alloy. but the stortu was even

ilin ten gwii overtbrew
our luihld raised exîiectations, and
coriverted our sînifinir paradise into
a 'eothrî --dcne

A large 1Druîk in) wblîi M~r.
Asblèord'.- pioperty w'as vested, un.
e-,pectedly lailed; and lio %vas
froiu this caiamiity reducced from
coniaratiý,e affluîene, ta the încst
cruël derty 'Plie buIs which
bu. biad iîîctrred froin the various


