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should bave a sliding panel, which. in winter, can be
shut from sunset to sunrise. The only inside fidings
required are a fow nests raised off the ground, and a
moveable perch, not more than three feet bigh, This
i3 best made of split trees, the bark IeR on to give
tho fowls a firm hold. The setting up of & pou try
establishment is thusnot a serious expensc or trouble-
somo matter ; but in addition to tho general lising
abodo thero should Yo a silting-house. devoted en.ire-
ly to tho sctting hens. Ilcro’:gcy wiil bo secure from
jntrusio., and the greatly increased return from the
clutches sot will soon pay the small outlay expended
on tho house. Tho saving of time to the poultry
manager is also a conslderation. The hensare taken
off their nests simultancously, well fed, allowed ac-
cess to sand or ashes, and fn twenty minutes all
should be replaced on their eggs, to sl in peace till
tho return of another day calls for n similar routine
of action. The sitxin{;-houso may be fitted up with
rows of nests, with folding flaps in front, to confine a
carclessgiddy hen if sho shews any inclinations to
wander, and on the fap may be marked the date of
sctling at tho samo moment. The rearing of poultry
is o very pleasant recreation; we know that our
gracious sovereign, Queen Victorin, stands first on the
now long and fashionable lis* of ponltry fanciers,
and in humbler quarters wo 1 .d the love of animals
decply implanted in the minds of children. T2 them
the care of the hen-house forms a useful and instruc-
tive lesson—it teaches them regularity, tidizrss, anc
perseverance, nod white afording a harmless amuse-
ment a8 well, it may be made a sclf rupporting if not
profitablo one  Itiscssentiallya i ...c pleasure, and
whatever tends to increase our interest in and love
of homomast bo worth cnlt.vating — The Henxife in
e Furmer (Scottish.)

On Prese&ng Eggs.

At 2 late mer.idng of the Farmers' Institate in Now
York, & noto w s reccived from Mr. W. M. Brown, of
Indiana, inquiring whethér there is any way to pack
cggs so a8 1o keep them good fiov 1 spring umiis the
winter months? Upon this question the following
d.scussion took place. The name of tho first speaker
is not given @

There are various modes of kceping eggs, none of
which are quite successful. Someiries oggs packed
1u water saturated with lime keep perfectly ™ell, and
rometimes they don't. Some persons say aey can
keep them in v. or saturated with salt, others keep
them packed in fine dry salt ; othergin charcnnl dust.
Ir Fnckcd in sand ana Kept in a very cool cet.ar, they
will remuan throngh the year. They should always
be packed em:11 end up.” The hest way to preserve
fgﬁs is to siore $aem in oneofls f Nyce’s Preserva-

ries.

Prof. Smith, Columbia College, said that the com-
mon way of preserving eg,s in the North of Europe.
and which cppeared to be more effectual than any
other mode he had ever seen was this: The eggs are
placed in a barrel, keg, cartben jar, or any other suit-
ablo vessel, and then meited ta 'ow, only just warm
enough to flow, is poured in, fiiling the interstices.
and thus hermetically sealing t' » eggs f.umn the ar,
which appears to be all that > necesiary for their
perfect preservation. Wuen wanted for use, they are
casily obtained by warming the open end of the ves-
re) «w soften the tallow.

Solon Robinson.—I think lard or vil would answer
the purpose ; it would be m e convenient. I  ve
heard molasses recommended, and do not see Ray it
wounld not answer perfectly.

Mr. Carpeater said he had fuund no difisalcy in
preserving <ggs in fine dry galt. He packs them end-
wise, and about once a month reverses the ends of
the casks, or rather bex, with straightsides, eo that o
board and cloth or p iper fits down and holds the con-
tents in place when reversed-

Prof. Tillman gave it ashis opinion that anything
which would exclude air would preserveeggs. Re-
cent experiments in France have develeped the fact,
that varnishing tho shell destroys the value of tucegg
for incubation.

Mr. E. Williams said he bad seen eggs purfectly
preserved by packing in meal.

Tuz Brauxa Fowis.—Mr Join S. Ives, Salem,
Mass., writes us thus respecting the above named
breed of fowls : «“ I have kept upwards of 30 d.ffer-
et breeds of domestic fowls, but find the Brabma
to excel all others as winter layers and for the mar
ket. I winter about G0 pure Brabma fowls, keep
them but onc year ‘oranc winler:" that is, my
thickens ure hatched in April and kept from laying
until November ; they dre then forced by ligh feed-
ing, which ir continued until the next August or the
foulting wessan:  They drd then killed for the tmre

ket. Tho Brahma is the most domestic of all breeds
of fowls , they w. | not fly over a fence fonr fcet high.
For tho market their flesh is tender, julcy, and flae
flavorcd. I have procured from the same number of
fowls one-third more cggs from the Brahmas, during
ue winter months than irom any breed I ever hept.
In this vicinity most furmers are hecping no owner
breed of fowls, as they havo proved them to he far
superior to any sther."—Rural N. Yorker,
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Eatomology.

The May Bestle,

A rrrexp i Cobourg has receatly mentioned to us
that his strawberries have been very much injured
by a large whito grub which attacks the roots and
thus destruys at once the vitality of the plants. From
his description of the marauder, we have no doubt
that it is the larva of the common May-beetle, or
Cockchafer (Lachnosierna quercing, Knoch) which is
8o abundant just now. In the western part of
Cobourg, and, indeed, almost all over the neighbour-
hood, these bectles may be seen on any fine evening
in perfect myriads fiying about the trees, the leaves
of which they devour in this stage of their cxistence.

This insect has been Jong and most unfavourably
known a8 very destructive to vegetation, both in its
larval and winged state. In the former, it is com-
monly called the “ White Grub ;" it is then a soft
white worm with a brownish head, and six legs.
becoming when fully grown about .3 large as one's
little finger. It is usually found, partially curled up.
near the root of the plant on which it is feeding. Un-
like 110w of our destructive insects, the devastations
of each individual arc not confined to a single year,
but it continues several yearsin tbe grub state and
finally changes early in the spring into a dark ches-
out-browp beetle, near’y an inch long, with rather
long legs, and its breast covered with yellowish bairs.
It fl.es about at night with a loud buzzing noise, and
in 2 most clumsy manner, as if it had very little con-
trol over its movements, to the great discomfort and
perturbation of nervous persons, especially when
attracted into houses, as it often is, by the light. Its
period of light is usually limited to the months of
May and June, though it is somctimes met with a
little later in the season. The grubs are very com-
monly dug up carly in the spring in gardens, In var-
ious stages of maturity ; the plough, too, bringc many
more to the light of day—it is hardly nccessary, we
uppose, to tell our readers that in such cases th y
should be destroyed at once and without mercy by
tread.ag under foot. The perfect insectz may be
collected and put an cnd to, by shaking them from
the trees they infest into a eloth spread beneath for
their reception, and then throwing them into boiling
water ; the specimcens thus choked will be rcadil(
caten by pigs, which in fact root up and devour mul-
titudes of the grubs without waiting for any previous
culinary operations. The best time to ghake them
from the trees is carly in the morning, when they be-
come sluggish and statiozary, their flight being con-
fined to the hours of darkgess.

This insectisso well knowa to all children as well
as grown persons that it is needless to givo any fur-
ther descrip.ion efit. We shall merely recommend
that it be relentlessly destroyed wherever met v.th.
Its ravages havs beon recorded by many writers, and
at considerablo length ; those who desire fnller infor-
mation than wo bave space fur, we would refer to
Han.y’ Treatiscon Injurious Inseels, page 20, Fitchs®
Third Report on_the Noxious Irnsecls of New York,
pago 60, and Mr. Walshs’ art:cle in the Practical En-
tomologist for April last,p. 60. The last mentioned
writer relates that it has proved exceedingly des.ruc-
tive, during tho Vist few yea:s, to the crops of Indian
corn in the States of Illinois, Michigan, and Missouri.
Hoe appears inclined to attrilinte their recent increase
and consuquend destructiveness {o ** tho introduotion

of improved hizcuds of hegs; Int the pinos of the oldy]

slab-sided, long-nosed, prairic-rosters, and to the
passage of laws compelling prople to keep the:r hogs
under frnce instead of allowing them to run at large,”
This 1s very likely to be tho rase, but we should cer-
tainly preler trying some other mode of keeping un-
der the ravages of the beetle or its grubs, than the
re-introduction of * prafrie-rooter ” pigs; we only
wish that the other grievance. the law compelling
hogs to Le kept from running at large, weto unoiver-
sally in existence in Canads.

Among the natural repressers of this insect, Dr.
Fitch mentions tho Skunk ¢we pres.me most persons
would consider the emplosment of this remedy in~
finitely « worse than the diseaso "), the domestio cat,
and common barn-door fowls, * But,” he siates, * of
all the destroycrs of theso ingscets, no other animal
can vie with the crow. which frequently follows the
{rack of tho plongh to feed upon the grubs of the
May beetle which are tarned up thereby.”

Caterpillars on the White Cedar,

W bave been shown some twigs of white cedar
from Mr. Leslie’s, Toronto Nurseries, that are almost
completely destroyed by a minute greenish cater-
pillar with a black head. Its mode of operation
appears to be to begin at the extremity of a twig,
and literally to cat its way downwards, consuming all
tbe gicen pulpy matier of the lcaves, and only

sparing (he hard scale-lihe shan on cach side. The
portious thus atiached become brown or whitish, and
nearly transparent when held up to the light s this
chaoge of colour is valuable, inasmuch as it at once
dirccis atiention to the position and work of the
depredator.

The name and character of the insect we cannot
determine until we have followed it through iiv
changes to i perfect form ; but we are inclined to
suspect that it wdl prove . belong t3 some minute
family of Lepidopiera, probabls the Tortricide or
the Tineida. many of whose mem sers mine the Jeaves
of varions trees and shrubs waen in their larval
state. 1f any of our readers aave obscrved thls
insect, and can give us any information respecting
its habits, &c.. we shall be very glad to hear from
them ; it is quite nesw to us.

As we are not yet acquain‘ed with the wtole
natural history of this litile destroyer, we cannot
suzgest any remedy for its ravages, except cutling
off and burning all the twigs that are nfested by it.
This. we do not doubt, will prove cflectnal, and cer-
tiinly cannot inflict more injury upon the shrubs
than the inse~ts themselves are ¢ying to accomplish.
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@he Aplary.

Management of the Apiary for July,
Br J. mno:us.

Tor management for this month will no: rary much
from that of June, and especially this season which
hias bren an uncommonly bad one for bees. From
all quarters, reports are coming in that bees are
dving poorly. In this sect.on, stoc. that wintered
through well bave since been unable to obtain suffi-
cient honey to keep them from starving, and in maay
cases have Jeft their bive to seek sopplies in some

o:her hive, ieaving their brood to perish. Other
stocks have Killed off their drones, which will, of
conrse, ratard swarming. The consequence is, there
will be but few swarms in June. Up to the present
time (June 23rd,) there have been no swa 'ms cast in
this scciion except from Lialian stocks. Since, how-
ever, the white clover barvest hus commenced, the
weasher bas been favourable, and the condit:on of
the begs is greatly improved ; but at the best, swarm-
ing wiit be late.  Wo tpeak of this andother sections
foom which we have heard.  If honey boxes have not
been put on, thoy should be at once. Assoon as
tacy are filled, and ncarly capped, they should he
removed. Where moveable comb hives are used,
art.ficial swarming may be commenced at gnce where
stocks are s roag. We have already made some
swarms. For directions how to make artificial
swarms sco_* Camadutn Bee-Keepers' Guide.”’ As
swrrming will be late, 1t would be well to putsecond
swarms together, and all third and fourth swarms to-
gether. Let it bo remembercd thatsuccessin Canada
depends mach vpen keeping sirong stocks. Itis quite
cnough fot the Lee-keeper to double hisstocks. Where

wveable comb bivts aro used, and natural awarming
fé nlleod; Ave og el¥ dayn afier & Astermt i pat intg



