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stance, Mr. Cady applied manure in the rows before
getting the cuttings, and the cffect was very percep-
tible in the more vigorous growth and larger size of
the shoots as comparcd with those planted in wb-
manured land.  As the result of his expericnce, Mr.
Cady is very sanguine in the belief that for the pur-
poses of fence, wind-break, firewcoud, und timber, the
white willow is invaluable. This opinion scems to
be generally entertained by all who have given the
plant a fair trial. It is true many have failed from
various causes, and these, as might be expected,
speak unfavourably of the whole thing, and denounce
the * wiliow bumbug,” as they stylo it. But an ex-
amplo like that of Mr. Cady is worth more than a
bundred or a thousand denunciations of this kind.
The failures can be accounted for in a variety of ways.
Some bave been imposed upun and have bought
spurious willow ; others have obtained cuttings that
had lost their vitality ; in the rage of speculation
many fecble shoots have been sold ; parties have
planted without preparing the ground; or, having
carelessly stuck their cuttings in the earth, have
given them no after culture; or they bave allowed
cattle and hogs to bave access to them, and thercby
tavo lost their trouble. It certainly goes very far
toward establishing a good character on hehalf of
thiz candidate for public tavour, that in the region
where it has been longest tried, and where, as we
bave said. there are hundreds of miles of it growing,
the general opinion is that it is an inestimable boon
to the agricultural community. In order to avoil
extending this article to an unreasonable length,
several points bearing upon the adaptation of the
white willow to Canada, are treated in our corres-
pondence columns, in reply to queries received on
the subject.

Mr. IL. D. Emery, onc of the editors of the Prairie
Farmer, accompaniced us from Chicago to the willow
region, and we owe him our best acknowledgments
for many polite attentions and much valuable in-
formation. Skilful with the gun as well as the pen,
we are also indebted to him fur savoury remem-
brances of that delicious Western Inxury—prairie
chicken.

Hops and other Crop; in New York State.

To the Editor of Tne Cavans Fanyer :

Sm. —~Having just spent a tew days in the hup-grhw
ing and dairy districts of Central New York, some
brief remarks in relation to these subjects. as the herry
of travelling will admit, may be of some interest to a
portion at least of your numerous readers.

The County of Utsego may be regarded as the centre
of hop culture m the State of New York, and 1t ap-
pears that this branch of rural industry i3 hecoming
extended to several adjuining connties « xeept perhaps
to the south.  Sume four or hite thvesand acres i ths
wteresting district, 1t 1s estunated, are under the caiu-
vation of hops, a pursuit that puts inte cireulation a
large amount of money and employs many thousands
of hands during a portion of the year.

1 visited this wstrict in the midst ot the picking,and
asan o}d Xentish hop-grower myself,the occasion awak-
ened in oy mind many pleasiag reminiscences. As a
general thing the cul.ivativn, picking asd curing of
hops in thie country are not characterized by that
thoroughne:s and system which distingnish English kop
culture, althongh T saw a pumber of instances which
hardly admitted of improvement.  The suma objection
i3 urged here wineh one so frequently hears ia the old
country. that the enlgjration ef hops engrosseaso much
of the farmer’- attention, manure, &¢., as to werk detri-
mentally on the oiber crops, aod induce him to rely
too exclusively on a single arucle of produce. There
i3, no doubt, xeme truth in thie, as applying to both
gides o the Atlantic. bat T lave seen both there and
bere, especially among the best and most successful
cultivators, :iumerous exceptions. There i3 nothing in
bop cnl'nre ger oo any more than in flax or grain

ductive forces of the soil. Rotation, cultivation and
manuring, in accordance with the teachings of modern
scienco and experience, will, in all cases, keep the
farmer from so calamitous a result.

The produce of hops this season will {all much belotwr
anaverage, both as regards quantity und quality. Upon
many of the low rich lands, especially in the southern
part of tho district, the crop Is all but a total fullure,
and some gardens will not be picked at all. Iob-
served o few planta‘ions on higher land that would
probably yield from ten to iteen bundred pounds per
acre, apparently of good quality.

Tho drouth, no doubt, has similarly affected hops as
it bas otlier crops, during this extraordinury scason,
and the upusual welness and backwardness of the
spring, proved very detrimental, But a new cnemy
to the American bop grower has appeared 1n the shape
of an aphis, whose destructive work is painfully obri-
ous through a large portion of the entiro plantation.
It has lung beeahield by bop rowers on this contineny,
that the plant is not subjec.ed to the ravages of the
fly, which is sometimes so very destructive in England
and on the con inent of Europe. It would now appear
that a similar, if not identically the sawe species has
taken up bis abode among us: for I hear several
complaiats ot the same character from Canadian
planters, and there can be no doubt that the visitation
is of rapid and wide spread distribution. It swas
observed in a fow places in this part last year, for the
first time, and it a.tracted some local attention. 1
could not learn whether the ingect, in its fly state
ttermedt in England the ** long wing,” and sciemifically
*aphis hummi,”)has been tully observed. However,
an wnumerable number of exceedingly smalt green
lice can be seen both on the leaves ot the vine and
also in the bop itself, causing the tormer to become
black and filthy. and the latter to rot away, produciyg
what is popularly termed -‘mouldinesss.” Whether
the latter condition is caused solely by insects, or by
atmospheric changes, or both combined, is a problem
which further i.vestigation alone can sati factorily
solve. Itisto be hoped that the whole question wiil
receive the best attention ot scientific entvmologists,
aud I have nwo doubt but Dr. kritch, the eminent
entomologist of the New York State Agricuitural
Society, will favour the world with the resul.s of his
own views and investigations. I could not learn that
the New York planters had applied any specific to this
malady ; but the syringing of the aflected vines with
the decoction of tobacco, and dus.ing them with
sulphur, as gardeners do roses, grape vines, &e., migh.
prove bencticial. Some ilea may be formed of the
intensity ot this lice blightsfrom the fact that in badly
affected gardens. the smiface of the ground around the
bills af.er a shower becomes almosi as black as ink.

The stock of guud yearing hops, I am given to
understand, is very small, and as tbe new crop must
prove exceedingly short, the growers are looking for-
ward to high prices, which, at present, can only bo
loosely cst mated. I saw two bales,scarcely ripe, and
otherwise of interior quahity, that had been sold for 40
cents per pound, but growers are talking of 80 cents
aud upwards for an article of goed quality. As the
English market i3 now open to the world free of duty,
and the crop there aund elsewhere in Turope is consid.
cred scarcely an average, well grown and managed
hops will in all probabulity command a high price.
This branch of agricultural industry i3 gradually cx-
tending in Canada, and there can be littic doubt that
in jndicious hac.ds, on suitable soils, it will prove pro-
fitable. I may refer to this subject again in the pages
of Tue Faruer, in 2 more detailed and practical man-
ner.

1 hava now gone over a considerable portion of the
State ot New York, in, it is true, rather a hasty way.
Traces of progress arc, in most places, obvious cven
to the most casual obsenver, whether one looks at im-
plements and the practice of tillage. or to live stock
aund cercal produce. I have seen many farms that
would have besn no discredit even to the better culti-
vated portions of Great Britain, indicating in their
owners, industry under the guidance of abili.y and
sound judgment. In less favorable situations, or
poorer soils, and, consequently, as a general thing, a
more needy and less efficient class of ca'tivators, the
rale of progress is slower, and m- re huowiedge and
capital arc required tu bring the aits of culture up to
tho required standard. The cunnectivn be.ween the
soil and the geological formations on which it rests,
and from the rocks «f which it nas originally derived.
is frequently most vb.iously marked. and the agricul-
tural character and practices accordingly caried. The
drouth has been similar in this part to what we have
espericnced in Canada.  Wheat appears not to be ex-
tensively cultivated, hat the yield is sald to be fair,

growing that oo Wl s tu diminish the pro ; and the quality gued. Little or nothing i3 heard

about the midge. Spring crops have generally bewn
short-—peas are but little cultivated, and bariey net
extensively. I was told by a Ulica brewer that Cana.
dian barley was much esteemed for its malting quali-
ties. The breadthof turnips, mangodls, &e., 1 found
less “han might be expeoted ; the severe drouth wili,
in & measute, account for this. I am just retirned
from a journey of about o liundred miles in Long
Island, whichvaries extremely in the charagier of i s
soils and the state of cuitivation. the contrast:being
most striking between the luxuriaant and beautiful
nursery grounds of Flushing and the arid monotony o)
the great centeal plain.  In the latter, bowever, man’s
skill and industry are beginning to effeet a wondrous
change. The Long Island Rajlway bas-brousht these
hitberto barren lands within two or three hours of New
York, where there is a constant demand. at remunerat-
ing prioes, for vegetables, &e.; and from which im-
mense quantities of manure are readily transport d by
sloop or rail. 1he consequence is that these scrubby
oak plains are rapidly being transformed into pro-
ductive farms and gardess.  ‘Phese wild lands sell at
rom ten to twenty dollars an acre, and on the Atlan-
tic coast and bays large quantitics o1 fish and sea.
weed are collected nnd used for munure, Tho con-
tigui.y of New York will render t'¢ reclama jon of
these “sterile lands, if conducted with judgment and
pradence, ultimately profitable.  3ost kinds of frui g
do well here, aud I never ate bet er apples. pears and
peachies, of tbe choicest kinds, than from o garden
prepared from this wilderness only seven or eight
YeRrs ago.

I have had much pleasing intercourse with farmers
and o hers interested in agricultural pursuits, The
interest generally felt in all matters of this sortis truly
encouraging. I bad an hour with Mr. arris. of the
Genesee Farmer, at Rochester. who has recently gono
rather extensively into practical farming near that
city. I had also the advantage and pleasure of spend.
ing the greater partof a day wi h Mr. Willard, of Littlo
Fallg, the well known writer on rural matt rs, from
whom I derived no small amount of information re'a-
tive ‘o hop growing, dairying, &e. At Albmy I felt
somewhat disappointed in not meeting Mr. Johnson,
the well-known and esteemed Sceretary of the New
York State Agiicultural Seciety, whe was gone to
Rochester on matters relating to the approacling
Exhibition. Atterexamining the Agricultural Muscum
connected with Mr. Joh son's department—of which
more by-and by—I had tke picasure of spending a
very agreeable hour with Mr. § uther Tucker and sont
the en erprising pnblishers of the Caunfry Gentleman,
Cultivator Annual Iegister of Ruril Affair , &¢, These
works the Messrs. Tucker edit with care and ability, and
they are too well known and appreciated to need any
clogium from me. Mr. Tucker sen., commenced the
Genesce Farmer many years ago, and { felt & peculiar
pleasure in having personal intercourse with this much
respec.cd veteran of American agricnlture. I met at
this office Mr. Cornell, of Tomkins County, an ex-
President of the N, Y. State Agricaltural Socicty, and
amunificen: promoter of agriculture. It was gratifying
to hear that amidst great national difficulties, the pros-
pec's of the approaching Exhibition at Rochester aro
bright and encouraging. One of Fowler's celebrated
steam ploughs, with apparatus complete, has heen pur-
chased Ly the Socie:y, and it iv arnives in time, will be
put into ‘operation at the State Fair. This is by way
of experiment.and -heuld it prove successful, American
mechanics will. no doubt, soon manufacture imple-
ments improved and adapted to tho special wants
of this country. I must defur any remarks on dairying
and cheese factorics to 8 future occasion.

Yours, &¢,
New York, Sep. 7, 1864. GEO. BCCKLAND.
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Tor Latck Soront M PLanzations.~-While we regret
o state that from information that comes {5 us we
are forced to greatly reduce our esiimates upu the
amount of sorghum growing in the Western States,
we are glad to learn that the crop very gencraily
looks well. In Iroquois county, in the vicinily of
Bulkley, some 300 or 409 acres are growing. uunder
the superintendence of Messrs. Manly & It
promises very fincly indeed. A betwer and nore
uniform grow.lb of stalk was never scea. The: nre
lyts of from 40 to 200 acres at othier points in o
quois and Champaign countics, all looking well
At St. Johns is the well known plantation of 300
acres belonging to A. W, Nagon. which is reported
as the fincst fiddd of cane in the West. At Lasalle,
Mr. Hadley has about 350 acres. The Davenport
(Towa) Company have ncarly 00 acres, with a fine
promise of a profitable yield. At all these points
ample machinery has been put up to work the lurge
crops to the best advaniage. Ylant:rs will begin
work carlicr than usual, and inall probability cscapo
the full frosis entirely.  Smaller planters should Lave
their machinery in ample scason to save the whole
crop.—Prairie Farmer.




