
BRITISH COLUMBIA MINING CRITIC.

LEAD SMELTING IN BRITISH COLUMBIA.

)avId W. Wing. editor of the Kaslo KootoniIan, has
issuedl a circular letter with a view to siggest a neans thiat
wili, in his opinion, enable the silver.lead ores of the Slocan
to be snelted in lirit.hi Colmnthia. Mr. King says:

" The lead iiin1ing and sine!ting industry of Canada,
wltieli at this t1ine h. centered lis lritish Coltitubia, Is bat-
tling against treîîieimdouîs odds by reasoi of belng forced
linto the Unitedi States market with iLs produet, ore and
billon-a mnarket hostile becauso of a high protective
tariff. Tiis tarift, which Is designed by the United States
to ositer aud build uip the niniii îîg and sielting industry of
that country, Is, to the Cananlan minier who shilp; lis ore
direct, bourdensoie in the extrene, as lie inust perforce
seeck that iarket, and absoluttely pîrolhlbitive when applied
to the btllion product of suicîh ori, snelted in Canada.
There is a discrimination fin the dîtty betwoen lead lii ore
and Iead lin bullion, the object being to force the sns.eltinig
of foreigi ores li that country. It Is absohitely Impossible,
becaise of this tarlif discrimination betweon lead fin ose
and lead à billion, to carry on at a profit the inidustry of
mlining antt simelting Canada's lower-grado ores, or the
snltiu, of ores of any grade, inasmuîîch as uonder present
conditions our lead isist go to the United States iiarkets.
IL is a fact, that the iead iîiners of the United States are,
ounder a protective tariff on lead, suiccessfully and profit-
ablv operating msines that range li grade frout 15 to 30 per
cent. lower than those which in British Columbia, under
present conditions, we cannot think of operating. Koote-
nay lias the hig'Iest grade iead mines lin the world, vet the
lead product of lier highest grade ores, becauise of being
forced linto a hostile market, fall short of paying the
froight, treatmtient and duty charges. And wore it not for
tue association of silver with the lead they could not be
worked at ail. The reasou we are forced into that inarket
lies In the uîtter absence of an avaliable home market. The
home market Is not available because of a low Canadlan
Import duty on lead and lead products, which admits
foreign leads and foreign ]ead manufactures comparatively
tree. The Unalted States tariff on lea: lin biullion, plg and
the Drincipal lead products, is. averaged, four tine. greater
than that of Canada. Canada draws lier lead supply prin-
cipally fron the United States r.nd Mex•o, and she will
nover consume the product of lier own lead iiiies utitîl she
has placed lier lead miners and lier lead smulters on an
equal footing with thnse of the United States ; until sio
has, by a sinillar tariff act, shit out the cheap leads of
Mexico and placed herself beyond the control and Influence
of the United States lead trust. The lead miners of the
United States are enjoying great prosperity today because
they are protected by their tariff. Canada thon need only
take the jnite. States .s an exampie."

Going further into details, Mr. King says that the bonus
of 50 cents a toit offered by the Dominion government is lii-
effective, as it does not offset the dutty on lead lin bullion.
An export duty is not to b thought of, consequently the
only solution lies in a heavy iiport duty on lead. lie states
that 25,000 tots of bar, sheet, wiite lead and lead mauti-
factures are iiiported yearly, and ttat the exports wero
approximately 18,000 tons, or 7,000 toits short of the de-
nand. Should the production increase, the consimption
li the niufiiaact -res woiuld grow vith it. le beliives that
the time lias comte for Canada to eut 1oo frot the United
States. Ir. King invites discussion of the subject, and in-
vites those interested to mail to hii their suggestions for
use in the cainpaigin M bich is about to bu opeuned in the
interest of the lead mainîing and simelting induistry of
Canada.

A BIG LIQUOR CARGO.

Tie steainer Manattense, now en route to Van-
couver froti Iiverpool on lier way to the Vukonî,
will unîîload at the Tlernuinal City an enormjons
shiptiient of liquors and bar appliaices, and con,-
tribute a large suin iii cuistoms duities to the Donûn
ion excliequer. The ship's cargo includes 14,ooo
cases of spirits, i ,ooo barrels of spirits, 3,000 cases
of beer, 70 tons of salt, 300 tons of plate-glass, etc.
The liquor is tuiostly whisky, as iidicated, but in
addition to the liquor there is a large consigninent
of plate-glass and crockery, wlich will be tsed iii
fitting up bars and shanty hotels, and are evidentlv
intended largely for Yukon use. 'Tlie sliip is, in
fact, a floating emporiunî for the liquor trade. The
conipetition between various firius to get their goods
on board was so great that if the slip lad double
lier capacity, and could have waited, she would
have got cargo enouglh to fill it.

The vessel will also bring out twenty-onie first-
class passéngers to Daw'son, aund steani laiunches for
use on the Yukon river, which the big steatuslhip
of course caunnot navigate. The Maiauense will,
on her arrival at Vancouver, take aboard i 1o steer-
age passengers to the Yukon, and loubtless, if per-
imits cau be got, carry nîortlh inucli of lier big liquor
cargo.

A DREAM OF THE KLONDIKE SPECULATOR.

My name Is Aleck Sinarty. I am coing t inuke a
party of nen both hale and hiealtii', for the Klondike's
golden strand. Every man nuist bo self-feeder, but I
will b the leader (I need hardly tell the reader) and the
boss of alil Lie band. I thlink the first mantru-
ver in th.is great treasure-trover Is to strike for
old Vancouver, thence to Teslin on the plait ; thero weO'Jj
board our little galley and we'll sail continually tlI
we reaci hie Yukon valley, when the robins nest againî.
Then my mens will go prospecting, and, a proper place >e.
lecting, they will linish soon erecting otr miodest little
shack ; then ii gold before our hovel we will ' waller" and
we'll grovel. and we'il di il with a shovel and we'Il put IL
lin a sack. Then l'il pay cacit man ii reason for his labor
of the seasoni, and before it starts to freezii' ot tbe
Yukon's rociv shore. When the wintry blizzard holIers. J
will pack ny shirts and collars, and with fifty -nillion dol-
lars, I will strik<e for home once more. Then to London
and to Parce ail ny dough l'Il gally carry, and a prinicess
I will imarry-one nost beautiful to view--everywiere Il
have an entree ; I wili patronize the gentry ; I will buy
the biooining kentry and the people lin IL, too!-Ottawa
Journal.

A MINING MINISTER.

The venierahile Arclideacoi .\clay, who has for a tint'
abandoned a British Coluiibia Pulpit at I)oiaild for iiiiiiiig
in lte londike, dlares in a lutter recettly sont hostie
that hi: has obtained somte cood Yukon prospects and hoptes
to do verv wel. lie, howî.ver, waris ail intending gold-
seekers: that the Inevitable hardships of Yukon life are
terrible and can scarce be exaggerated. -


