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SOMETHING MORE ABOUT ROBBERS,
E have been tiering combination
hives up to four stories making
exceedingly powerful colonies.
When weak or ordinary colonies

Q |
'€ attacked by these strong ones they

and a very poor chance of resisting
m‘;‘tro encroachments. It is our usual
Owrrtl about the close of the honey
broodfo select the best sealed drone
est rom the colonies producing the
N OH.YOI}ES, making a number of drone
We mleS in cach apiary, in order that
the S;}’_ have drones until very late in
ason, by keeping them queenless.
reneer?fdthe strong colonies to which we
ESeed above attempted to rob one of
ut rone colqme_s, aund as there were

, ew workers in it they had not much
o I;:“ty, as the drenes were of no use
the ieVent robbing. The entrance of
ve was so arranged that the rob-

h

ers 1 - N
$ could not get in,' but gquarts ol

th
pla\gle and fly around at the entrance. A
fes,:embm‘lght into requisition and in a
beeg nutes there were no signs of the
they ;{‘jhl'Ch were bothering the hive,
Colop aving all returned to their own
cen Y. Fresh robbers which had not
trOHbISPra}’Cd caused a good deal of
tipl'€, as they kept ‘coming all the
- S0the- T‘C{ prevent this we decided that
Toh},, ACt1on must be taken with the
ber

colony. We, therefore, placed

hem would alight on the edge of the !

of cold water and a force pump |

some brush over the entrance a foot
high or more, leaving it quite open so
that the bees could crawl in without
much difficulty. On top of the brush
we threw some grass and this we spray-
ed with water. It did not take long to
destroy all inclination to rob, as the
| colony seemed to conclude 'that the
weather had suddenly become cold and
damp. Very few bees offered toleave
the hive, and those that did pass out
through the brush and wet grass had-
lost the inclination to rob before they
got through. Here comes in the curious
part of the performance. As the rob-
bers which had Dbeen out began. to re-
turn they were prevented from entering
the hive and were killed by the occu-
| pants as though they were robbers from-
a foreign colony attempting to gain en-
I trance there. To prove the matter quite
| positively we sprinkied them with flour
| and watched them. Why were these
| bees destroyed ? Was it the different
I odor that the had reseived while rob-
. bing the drone colony that caused the
occupants of the home hive to look up-
on them as strangers when they return.
ed ? Does not the presence of a large
| number of drones 1 a colony give rise
(o the different odor from one wherein
i the occupants ale principally workers ?
We have been particular to watch what
has been going on for days, and we are
| quite satisfied of the correctness of our
| statements. We do not know how we
could get along without force pumps.
They are par excellence for this purpose
as well as for many others.




