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sai! to be good orill.  Hence the quality of an action and the quality of
an agunt with respeet to that aciun arc very different things, and to be
weighed by a very different standard. It is possible a man may do an ac-
tion in itself good, while he imagines it o be ill; or an action in uself
i'l, while ke imagines it to be goud 5 but lis conecptivns, huwever grave,
solemn, and sincere, do notalter the nature of cither; they do not make
good evil nor evil good.

Suppose the Lords of the Inquisitivn acting all the cruclties of that
tribunal frumn sincere motives of conscienet, wnd a full persuasion that
they were doing Gud serviee, would theit iutentions alter the nature and
horror of actions so upposcd to rasun and to the norul govermment of
God? Orif in the smnc macu such opiuivns aud cuwyictions exist, yet
supposc for the sake of a bribe they acquit an accuscd crivunal, who
would nut pronounce them depraved villains, and the vilest cainffs ; yet
this character does not alter the nature of the acquitwl ; the act, inde-
pendent of their motives, 1s just, cquitable, and good.

Were not the four hundred and fifty prophicts of Baal, and the four
hundred proplicts of the groves, sincere in their sacrifices and prayers,
crying from mcruing uantil the time of the evening sacrifice, * O Baal,
hear us! yet did the prophet Eljal approve tir worshup, because of
their honest sincerity 5 ou did he treat with tendurness or profound res.
pect their cunscicutious zeal, as if an adlierence to the perfect and im-
mutable rule of action were alone the pecaliar fulicity and perfection of
angels? Quite the reverse.

Were not the chicf priests, the seribes, and rulers of the Jews, actua-
ted with sincerity, in prosecuting the Son of Gud unto dcath, on a clarge
of blasphemy, and for bearing witness to the tre*h - Can we doubt that
the disputers with Stephen, and the high pricst and council who cop-
demaed Lim to be stoned—or of Saul of Tarsas, while breathing blas-
phemy aad  destruction  against the diseiples of ithe Lord Jesus
Christ, were all actuated with zcalous sincerity tuwards God?
Though we may adinit their honesty, yet with all their sincerity of in-
tentioa, we pronounce their opinivas awl actions as most deplorable de-
pravity, and detest thewn as supcerlatively shiocking, and deaf as the ad-
der to the voice of humanity, or to the discord of hell.

The will of God as revealed in the Bible, is the inmutable criterion
of thought and actior, of fucling aud cunduet, the stundard of nght and
wrang ; therefore, how deep and pervading should be the convictior of
individual personal respousibility to Gud, fur the churacter and teaden-
cy of action, to the rctributions of eternity.  Apply these priuciples to
the wourship, order, and faith of churclics, anl jauch of the iutrusive and
imaginauve caprice and visivnary schees of man, ahhough having a
sharc of wisdom in will vorship, are averse to all the riclics of the full
assurance of understunding, and captivity of thought w the bedienec of
Christ, should crumble to the dust.  Whatever scmiincut or practice in
social worship is bascd en the caerished obscovance of the apostolic
churchcs, uader the approving supervision of an aposide, is equal
to a thus saith the Lord. “1le that heareth you hcareth me,”
&e.  Fiaally, let the honesty of maa be estimated by his sincenity, but the
goudacss of his actiuns by their conformity to the above immutable rule
of action. Sir, your's, KRITIKOS.



