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' ‘Are we almost there,

chlld as he crept c]oser to his mothers ‘side
“to- shield"

December’ day, -

_ ‘It is omly a httle falther answe-ed the;;
- woma.n ca.tchmg her': “breath in’ . a “quick, .
ained Way, as ‘she gla,nced down ‘the:long, ',
tamiha.r street, a.nd thought: of ‘the ﬂme'ﬁf
when ‘her’ Joyous feet had t.npped hghtly )
..over its pavement ond her happy hea.rl'. had-fl'

been a. stmnger to wa,nt a,nd sorrow

Her face as the hght from the street 1a.mp
Cfell upon 1t seemed gentle and’ reﬁned her
voioe was. lowr a.nd sweet In splte of: co

) and hunger ‘of: tatteued garmeuts and utter.
destitution ‘she ‘appeared 2 lady‘ st
‘This sy grandpasl'home’
'length ag: they came,: to: a- handsome nesx- :
i'ght‘,-“; and" “the’

vhich Was an aglow wnh

1": and-words’ of gserea.s_m

'e.%? j

THE MAGI.

mamma.?’ a.nd will
gra.ndpa be glad 10 see us ¥ a.sked a - little

“himself ' from ' the bxtter night,v
winds, as the early’ thlight s&mdows settled-
. down upon ‘{he ,snow-cla.d earth one cold» .

’:"you an' I,
his ta.ttered ga.rments in dxsma.y .
o all SO heautlful an’ £0 nice, they’d never let
us in, - oa.use they’d be: 50 shamed of us.

'here.' :

B wluch they caught ghmnscs of a Chri.,tmas
' _tree loaded ‘with:tops ‘and Lon-bons: whxch

a group of happy children were admnmg
Tor the first time the chrld eeemed to re-.

alize the- difterence between those children’s

life a.nd his, and a shadow . fell “upon his-

- e...ger face, as he exehlmed with, a sob :

‘Oh," mammu, we can’t: ever go in there,
“We am't it and hc er]a.nc:ed at
‘They re

But . oh ma.mma, lt’s Just hl(e heaven in’
there, and-and 1ts so a.wtully cold out

-

Her only a.nswer \vas & wm.rv sxﬂh 'xs ‘her -

© eyes wandered - about the. lumurmusly fur- -
"nrshed apa.nment in sealch of a‘femrhar
~Yes; .thexe sat ~her- brother Phlllp,_
older ard more consequentml in hlS bearmg,
E but the same bxother thp whose hand: had
“been the means of ruimng n.ll her hop% o[
N ! earthly happmess el

she_’sa.id at /

I bcund h1m 1efused to lea.ve hIm,.

B 'her

i 1bow

-the hearth.

'Dlsie 7
clany- “intoxicating- drink.
'hxm unpleass 'mtly radxcal m hxs ideas ’

: -_paheuce wuh such- men.’

fl cnused_ nl‘mn 1o

ug~a. crenhg h.bﬁehte mor \,:an appe-, .

~‘tite. which: -conld:never: after De- a,ppea.sed or.T: . R
- satisfled, .was . the ﬁrst to’ advxse ‘his sister .

to Ieave lnm to his’ fate.
.f,mg his warm, true heart knowmg hrs temp- R

tations, aml the’ power of the chams whxch :
and those

drsowned ‘1

me glowmg gra.:e Ln his e‘..sy Chnll',
sa.t» an ag‘ed mo,n thh n1s head bowed

g0 sad on Chrrstmas

‘I t.hou«hp tha.t everybody wr.s_
he.ppy on Chnstmas eve. -

“I'm thinking of your Aunt lesie,“.Char-'f. e

- liey, ne answered, ahd I Wrsh tha.t she was[ o

with- us to-night.’”

" *And 'so. she mxght have been, spoke B

" Philip Winters from his. easy chair’ across:
‘She would have been with us. =

to-'mght if she had listened to. my advice;

© but she ‘preferred that drunken husband off
_hers to all that we could offer.” ‘

1 Ah, Phihp, answered the-old’ man - sadly,

*T fear {hat- our judgment.of her motives and’ - .
actrons has not been a nghteous one. ‘Don't . o
"Ayou remember what' a strlctly temperance;‘

‘man. W1111a.m Bllis was before he: manled .
"He ‘wonld .never touch or taste: of *
‘We ' all »thought

‘And 50~ he wc.s answeled Phllip,.
When he: took to drink he won,t 1o, ertremes‘
the . other ww ‘One; would hav° thought )

:that a. wxfe would have had some influence’

ove1 hnn, and -he wuuld have tried to be_'_
respectahle for her - sake' . Bah' I’ve no-

said Mr. Winters, ‘the.t hxs an-

' ‘I’ve hea.rd,
¢ : n&tll}"all drunka.xds

anythmﬂ to- do \vith 1t.

Thero .

. But she, know- .-

and heeltatmg, vxewmv tha.t scene mth lone-“i; o
- ing: eyes but noL daunv to enter R

.on his chcst and a UOubled ex-g :

southful voice at his " -

‘and .

11' ni,'

Imowmg his fam- .
'ﬂy ]nstory as° he'probably did," it is a. woh-.'ﬁ‘
;oer that he yxelded to temptal,ton




