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THE TEACHER OF
THE STLENT.

BY HELEN EVERTSON SMITH.

‘Many years ago there
lived in the pretty little
city of Hartford, Connec-
ticut, the distinguished
surgeon Dr. Mason Fitch
Cogswell, who had a beau-
tiful young daughter.
Alice Cugswell was as play-
ful, sweet, and bright as
| any other child, yet she
never spoke, and when
spoken to she did not hear
norunderstand. Toher,all
of lifewassilent. The voice
of parents and playfellows,
the sound cven of her own
laughter, were all unknown

toher. The song of birds, | .

the music of instruments,
the roar and rush of falling
water or of surf, the pat-
tering of rain, the whist-*

Hng of the wind, the deep -

roll of the thunder, were
all ag nothing toher. She
could not conceive of their
existenco, She could ask
no questions, she could
make mno requosts, she
could toll no thought or
‘feeling of her hoart. Those
who were well acquainted
with her of course knew by
her gestures whether she
was glad or sorry, hungry
or thirsty, sleepy or wake-
ful, comfortable or uncom-
fortable ; but she had no
words to tell them what
they could not sce. She
might wonder at the suc-
cession of day and night,
she might watch the sink-
“ing sun or gazo at the pale
moon and twinkling stars,
but she could noither ask
nor be told what they
were ; neither could  she
be made to understand
whethor an  action was
riglit or wrong, or why it
was either, for she was
deaf and dumb.

Noxt door to' the family

of Dr. Cogswell lived a

-family named Gallaudet,
-whose cldest soii, Thomas,
“pitied the vnforbunato lit-
tle Alice with all his com-
passionateheart. Onoday
it oceuired to him that she
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might bo taught to read,
and then what a world of
. happiness might be hers?!
He began by showing her
the letters h—a—t, and.|f
soon made her understand
that they expressed: tho.
hat which he held in his
hand, and so by little and
little he succeeded in'teach-
ing many things to " the
silent child; but this ‘_vﬁns‘
not enough for him.. “From
 loving dnd pitying this one’
littlo ‘¢ prisoner of silence,”
- he was led’ to think of and.
pity ail the other unfor-
. tunates who could neither
hear nor speak; and ab last
hé determined to devote
his.whole life té helping-
-~ nut only Alice, but:as many
- others as he could.

About thirty years be-
fore Thomas H. Gallaudet
had tried to teach poor lit-
-tle Alice Cogswell, a good
French abbo named
L’Epee, had also pitied
those who werc thus locked
out from the knowledge
which to tho rest of us
comes so easily that it

" scems to us” we know it of
ourselves; and bhe, and
later on a pupil of his, an-
other good abbe, named
Sicard, had studied out a
sign language by which

- deaf-mutes could learn to
talk with others. M.
Gallaudet had heard of

- these two good men, and
" of how much they had been
ablo to teach by means of
their finger alphabet, -and
50 he went across the ocean
to learn it.” It was a long

- yoyage in a sailing vessel,
for there were no stoam-
ships then, and he was ab-

- gent about fifteen months ;

" but at last hée came back,

' “and on April 17, 1817,zthe

__first school on this conti-

- nent for the instruction of

S yfmutes was opened in
" . Hartford, Connecticut.
From this school, begin-
ning with only seven]
_pupils, have sprung many
similar noble institu-
‘tions in all parts of the
land, wherein the deaf-




