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NORTHERN

MESSENGER.:

SCHOLARS NOTES.

(From the International Lessons for 1881, by
Edwin W. Rice, as issued by American Sunday
School Union.)

LG >

LESSON 111

JAN. 16.] [B. C. 4.

THE PROPHECY OF ZACHARIAS.
Luke 1: 67-79.
CoMMIT TO MEMORY VS, 76-79.

67. And his father Zacharias was filled with the
Holy Ghost, and prophesied, saying,

63. Blessed be the Lord God of lsrael; for he
hath visited and redeemed his people,

69. And hath raised up an horn of salvation for
us in the house of his servant David;

. 70, As he spake by the mouth of his holy pro-
phets, which have been since the world began :

71. That we should be saved from our enemies,
and from the hand of all that hate us;

72. To perform the mercy promised to our
fathers, and to remember his holy covenant:

73. The oath which he sware to our father
Abraham, ;

74. That he would grant unto us, that we being
delivered out of the hands of our enemies might
serve him without fear,

75. In hdliness and righteousness before him,
all the days of our life.

76. And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet
of the Highest; for thou shalt go before the face
of the Lord to prepare his ways ;

7%. To give knowledge of salvation unto his
people by the remission of their sins.

78. Through the tender mercy of our God;
whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited
us, 8

79. To give light to them that sit in diPlcness
and in the shadow of death, to guide their feet
iuto the way of peace.

»* H
| - GOLDEN TEXT.
f The dayspring from on high hath visited
{ us—Luke 1:79.
| —1 0} e
l CENTRAL TRUTH.
l In Christ shall all natioas be blessed.
* ¥

REVIEW QUESTIONS.—Title of last lesson ?—
Golden Text 2—W hat is the song of Mary called ?
— Why ? — Where was Mary ? — What woman
in the days of Moses sung a song 2—What woman
in time of Kli magnified the Lord ?

NOTES.—DAVID, son of Jesse, succeeded Saul
as king of Israel, was the father of Solomon, the
wisest of kings and of men. ABRAHAM, see
Lesson 2. ““The song of praise now utteed by
Zacharias had so gradually and completely
ripened in his soul, that ie could never f reet it
in future; it is the expression of the gospel a. his
heart had received it; the coming of Christ .p-
pears to him the true altar of salvation fo: his
people, who henceforth, delivered from thsir
enemies, shall perform real, true worship, cele-
brating the :ervice of wod in perpetual freedom.
It is this that delights his heart as a priest. His
heart’s delight as a father is, that his son John
shall be the herald of thé Lord.”—Lange. Thus
singing he passes out of history.

EXPLANATIONS.
LrssoN Torics, — (I.) Proparcy CONCERN-
.IING Jesus. (I1I.) PREDICTION CONCERNING
OHN.

1. PROPHECY CONCERNING JESUS,—(67-
75.) FATHER, of John ; FILLED, Holy Gh st was
in his heart; PROPHESIED, cpolc .00 i tic
words concerning the future of Jesus a . Jot: 1
HATIL VISITED, gave his only son: RENEEMLD,
provided salvation; HIS PEOPLE, wl.  seept
the benefits of redemption; HORN, symbol of
power; HOUSE OF, family of, a lineal ce.. sendant
of David; MOUTH OF:... PROPHETS, “alihis holy
prophets since the world began,” .Acts L: i1; WE,
the true church of God, alco Indivic Cliris-
tians; ENEMIES, whoever or whato,
Christ and his gospel; To PERFOEM, Ch 'L
do this; ouR FATHERS, Old Westamon  saints;
HOLY COVENANT, made to Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob, and Moses; GRANT US, give us p wer to
serve God aright. 8

I1. PREDICTION CON VING JOHN.—
S75-79.) THOU, CHILD, Zicharias’ son, John the

Baptist; PROPHET, one who .oretells; THXE HIGH-

EST, the Messiah; GO BEFORE, se: Mal. 3: 1;
PREPARE, announce, proclaim as the herald of a
prince, preach; GIVE KNOWLEDGE, John preach-
ed repentance and faith in an approaching Mes-
siah, see Matt. 8; REMISSION, pardon; DAY-
SPRING, an allusion to Christ as the fountain of
light, John 1:6-9; THEM THAT SIT IN DARK-
NEss, without Christ, in their sins; DEATH,
separation from God ; WAY OF PEACE, Jesus
says, “1 am the way,” John 14: 6.

PoiNTs TO NoOTICE.—Where in th?slesson are
we taught ¢

1. That the Holy Ghostin the heart fills the
mouth with praise ?

2. That God’s promises never fail ?

3. That true service is without fear?

4. That there is no salvation without forgive-
ness of sing ?

; 51 T;mt Christ is our guide from darkness into
lght

LESSON 1V,

THE BIRTH OF JESUS.
‘Luke 2: 8-20.
CoMMIT TO MEMORY V8. 10-14,

8. And there were in the same country shep-
herds abiding in the field, keeping watch over
their flock by night.

9. And lo, the angel of the Lord came upon
them, and the ﬁlory of the Lord shone round
about them : and they were sore afraid.

10. And the angel said unto them, Fear not:
for, hehold, I bring you good tidings of great joy,
which shall be to all people. :

‘ 11. For unto you is born this day in the city of
Dayvid a 8aviour, which is Christ the Lord.

JAN. 23] [B.C. 4.

12. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall
find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying
in a manger.

13. And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host praising God,
and saying,

14. Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace and good will toward men.

15. And it came to pass, as the angels were gone
away from them into heaven, the shepherds
said to one another, Let us now go even unto
Bethlehe: nd see this thing which is come to
pass, which“the Lord hath made known unto us.

16. And they came with haste, and found
Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a man-
ger, g

17. And when they had seen it, they made
known abroad the saying which was told them
concerning this child.

18. And all they that heard it wondered at
those things which were told them by the shep-
herds.

19. But Mary ke{)t all these things and pon-
dered them in her heart. S

20. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all the things that they had
heard and seen, as it was told unto them.

¥k
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GOLDEN TEXT.

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, good will to men.—Luke 2: 14,

—10——

CENTRAL TRUTH.
A Saviour comes to redeem his people.

* *

REVIEW QUESTIONS.—What was the imme-
d.at~ occasion of Zacharias’ prophecy 7—Why
does 1 . eull the Lord blessed 7—What terms did
he «pply to Christ 2—W hat high title did he give
to hi- son John ?—How many lessons thus far in
Luke ?—Titles ?2—Golden Texts ?

NOTES. — SAME COUNTRY, in the neighbor-
hood o1 Bethlehem, about a mile from the town.
C1TY OF DAVID, Bethlehem was the birthplace
of Davi' hence ‘‘the ecity of David”; it has ex-
isted i over 4,000 years, its present name being
Beit-Lahm ; it stamds about six miles south of
Jerusalem, and although never a very important
place, its associations and history make it one of
the most interesting. It now contains about
3,000 inhabitants. Itis often mentioned in the

ible. L'he precise place of our Lord’s birth has
been left in obscurity. A ehurch, known as the
Chureh of the Nativity, which is over 1,600 years
old, is built over a grotto which, according to
tradition, is the site of that great -event, but its
claim as the true locality rests wholly on tra-
dition, covered with much superstition, which
renders the identification of small ¥alue. The
grotto is in the solid limestone rock, and affixed
to it is a marble slab on which a silver star
marks the supposed spot. 1t is sufficient for us
to know that Jesus w.s born, and that he died
and rose again, and is.now_at God’s right hand
our Friend and Saviour. MARY AND JOSEPH,
Mary is usually mentioned first when both are
given in the same connection. JOSEPH,the son
o Hell and the reputed father of Jesus. He was
ajus’ man and of the nouse and lineage of David;
by trade a earpenter. When Jesus was 12 years
of age Joseph went up to Jerusalem to celebrate
the passover, and thereafter his name is not men-
tioned in sacred history. It is supposed that he
died before he attained his thirtieth year.

EXPLANATIONS,

LessoNn Tor1cs.—(1.) GLAD TIDINGS BROUGHT.
(1l ¢rAap TipINGs RECEIVED, (1ll.) GLAD
TIDINGS PROCLAIMED, ol

4 GLATI TIDINGS BROUGHT.—(8-14.) ABID-
ING, :Lephards in the East stay with their floeks
throug.. the night ; "KEEPING WATCH, by turns;
CAME UPON, suddenly; GLORY OF THE LORD,
divine li;-! . ; SORE AFRAID, 80 were the disciples

t th. transfiguration ; TO ALL PEOPLE, the gospel

. for all, w thout distinction; A SAVIOUR, his
missiou announced, SIGN, a triple one—a babe,
& .sadlineg ¢ rthes and manger; by these the
she; herds w ulu know him ; A MULTITUDE, “an
anz 1 choiriathe gallery of the firmament.”—
Whedon, :(LOR},... PEACE... GOOD-WILL, ‘*‘God
iz praised in heaven, and peace is proclaimed on
earth, because he has shown his good-will to
men, by sending the Messiah, who is the Prince
ol Peace, and has reconciled heaven and earth,
God and man.” —Schaff.

II. GLAD I'IDINGS RECEIVED.—(15-16.) AN-
GRLS GONE, from whence they came ; LET U8 GO,
anxious to see the wonderful c¢hild; Now, Bno
delay in discussion; THIS THING, what the an-
gels had to.d them : LORD MADE KNOWN, angels
only messengers from the Lord; WITH HASTE,
eager, n:t doubtful; IN A MANGER, Jesus. is
found sometimes in unexpected places. He is
always with his people; and his presence com-
forts the humble heart.

111, GLAD TIDINGS PROCLAIMED.—(17-20.)
SEEN IT, wonderful sight; MADE KNOWN, first
preachers of Christ; ABROAD, to all whom they
mect; Herod at Jerusalem did not hear of it until
the Magl’s visit; THOSE THINGS, the angels, the
glory, the song, the message, the babe; MARY

KEPT, all the train of events from the annun-
ciation on; PONDERED, thought over, often and
anxiously ; RETURNED, to the care of their flocks;
PRAISING, glim pses of Jesus fill the soul with joy
and th - lips with praise.

PornTs 70 NOTICE. — What in this lesson
teaches us: 1, That God honors the lowly?
2. That Jesus is the Saviour of men? 3. That
xhk(l)se \‘;,vho find Jesus should proclaim him to
others

2 LESSON V.

JAN. 80.] ; = o BGCedl
SIMEON AND THE CHILD JESUS.
Luke 2: 25-36,

CoMMIT TO MEMORY V8. 29-32.

25. And "~ehold, ther- was a man in Jerusalem,
whose name was Simeon ; and tho same was just

and devout, waiting for the consolition of
lsrael: and the Holy Ghost was upon him.

26. And it was revealed unto him by the Hol
Ghost, that he should not see death?’before hye
had seen the Lord’s Christ.

27, And he came by the Spirit intothe temple :
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus,
to do for him after the custom of the law,

98, Then took he him up in his arms, and
blessed God, and said, :

29. Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in
peace, according to thy word :

30. For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,

3l. Which thou hast prepared before the face
of all people; v

32. A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the
glory of thy people Lsrael.

33. And Joseph and his mother marvelled at
those things which were spoken of him.

34, And Simieon blessed them, and said unto
Mary his mother, Behold, this child is set for the
fall and rising again of many in Israel; and for a
sign which shall be spoken against

35, (Yea, a sword shall pierce through'thy own
soul also); that the thoughts of many hearts
may be revealed.

LY
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GOLDEN TEXT.

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,—
Luke 2: 30. D

%
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CENTRAL TRUTH.

The secret of the Lord is with them that
fear him.

*

REVIEW QUESTIONS.—Title of Lesson IV, 2—
Class of persons mentioned? — Hour ? — Near
what place 2—Who appeared to the shepherds?
—Message ?—W hat is Bethlehem called ?—Titles
of Jesus in ver. 11 2—Sign given to the shepherds ?
—Song of the ange!s ?—Conduct of shepherds ?2—
What is said of Mary? — Unto whom was
Saviour born ? -

NOTES.—JERUSALEM,the largest city in Pales-
tine and the capital of the Israelitish nation ;
eighteen miles from the Jordan valley opposite
the northern end of the Dead Sea, and thirty-two
miles from the Mediterranean. Many important
Bible events are connected with this famous
city, it being mentioned in the Scriptures over
890 times, beginning probably witli Salem in
Gen 14: 18, SIMEON. Luke alone mentions this
devout man; our knowledge of him is very
meagre, some suppose that he was the father of
Gamaliel, Paul’s’ teacher.—HOLY GHOST, *the
Holy Spirit is the third person of the Holy Trin-
ity, of one essence or nature with the Father and
the Son, yet distinet from them. He is the
author of regeneration and sanctification. He
applies the work of redemption tous, and makes
us partakers of all the benetits of Christ, of his
righteousness, life and death, He is our advocate
who pleads our cause, who strengthens and com-
forts us and prepares us for glory in heaven. Our
English version uses, in most passages, the

.term Holy Ghost; in four passages Holy Spirit,

which is better.” — Schafi’s Bible Dictionary.
JEesus, at tuis time forty days old. GENTILES,
“this was the name by which the Jews desig-
nated all men but themselves, e, all pagan
nations who were ignorant of the true God and
igolaters (Acts 26: 17-20; Rom, 2:9; 9: 24). In op-
gr)smon to the Gentiles the Hebrews regayded
Waemselves, and were in fact the chosen ¢ padple
JOSEPH,

{ ¥ God.” "—Schaft’s Bible Dictionary.
MARY, ISRAEL, See previous lessons.

EXPLANATIONS.
Lusson TorIcs.—(l.) SIMEON AND THE HoLY
SpIrIT. (Il.) SIMEON AND THE CHILD JESUS.
(11L.) SIMEON AND THE CHILD’S PARENTS.

1. 'SIMEON ANp THE HOLY SPIRIT.—
(25-27.) BEHOLD, introduces *omething of impor-
tance; JUST, horest with man ; DEVOUT, toward
God; WAITING, daily aad anxiously looking for;
CONSOLATIONOR ISRAEL, expected in the com-
ing Messiah, who was to relieve his people from
all their distresses; HoLy GHosT, see Notes;
UPON HIM, filled with ; REVEALED, made Known;
SEE DEATH, *Simeon isin the noblest sense the
eternal Jew of the Old Covenant who cannot die
before he has seen the promised Messiah” —
Lange. LorD’S CHRIST, Jehovah’s anointed
One, the Messiah; CUSTOM OF THE LAW, see
Lev. 12: 6-8. ’

11. SIMEON AND THE CHILD JESUS.—
(2%-32.) BLESSED, praised; NOW LETTEST, ready
and willing to go, being God’s time; ACCORDING
T0 THY WORD, referring to the previous reve-
lation; THY SALVATION, in the infant Jesus
Simeon recognized the appointed Saviour of the
world; ALL FEOPLE, all nations, verse 32, See
18a.49:6, 7.

IlI. SIMEON AND THE CHILD'S PA-
RENTS —(32-35.) MARVELLED, wondered at the
glorious career predicted of their child; SAID
UNTO Mary, blesseth both, but addresses the
mother; I8 SET, i appointed; A SIGN, an easily
seen object, made more 80 by being SPOKEN
AGAINST, despised,rejected,dying on the cross; A
SWORD SHALL PIERCE, Mary would feel in the
death of Jesus asifshe had died by the sword ;
THOUGHTS REVEALED, Christ’s appearing brings
to light good and evil.

Points 10 Noricu.—Where are we taught in
this lesson :

1. That a just and devout man isfilled with the
Holy Ghost ?

2. That the Sioirit leads good men ?

3. That the Holy Spirit is a Revealer?

4. That Christ is a discerner of the thoughts of
the heart ?

5. 'That we are not ready to die until we seek
the Lord ?

IMPROVING.

The NoRTHERN MRESSENGER is more than
holding its own this year. At the beginning
of the season we had some doubts about
sustaining the remarkable increase of last
year. But the present indications are that
there will be a very great increase on even
that. This shows very plainly the estimati?n
in which this paper is held. Each year 1t.s
readers increase by thousands, and it is
known over the whole of North America.
There seems to be no limit to the circulation
and influence it may attain.

A FINE CHRISTMAS GIFT.

It seems a strange time of the year for a
paragraph headed “ A Fine Christmas Gift ”’;
but not so strange when the reader knows
that it is being written the day before Christ-
mas, while everybody is thinking of presents
and the young ladies employed in the MEs-
SENGER office are decorating the building
with evergreens and other seasonable decora-
tions in honor of the holiday season. This
fine Christmas gift referred to is one which
the publishers of the NORTHERN MESSENGER
and MonTrEAL WITNEsS are beginning to
enjoy. Every day’s returns show that the
subscriptions of these papers are coming in

twice as quickly as last year, and that means
more than twice as quickly as ever before.
This is an evidence of the appreciation of
their labors that is most gratifying, and is
accepted as such with heartfelt thanks.

NOTICE.

Subscribers to this paper will find the
date their subscription terminates printed
after the name. Those whose subscriﬁtions
expire at the end of the present month will
please have the remittances mailed in time.

g

Tar Crup Rares'for the “ MESSENGER,”
when sent to one address, are as follows :—
1 copy, 30c ; 10 copies, $2.50 ; 25 copies, $6 ;
50 copies, $11.50 ; 100 copies, $22 ; 1,000
copies, $200. JomN DoveaLn & SoN, Pub-
lisflers, Montreal.
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Erps’s Cocoa.—GRATEFUL AND CoM-
FORTING.—“By a thorough knowledge of
the natural laws which govern the operations
of digestion and nutrition, and _by a careful
application of the fine properties _of well-
selected Cocoa, Mr. Epps has provided our
breakfast tables with a delicately flavored-
beverage which may save us many heavy
doctor’s bills. It is by the judicious use of
such articles of diet that a constitution may
be gradually built up until strong enough to
resist every tendency to disease. Hundreds
of subtle maladies are floating around us
ready to attack wherever there is a weak
point. We may escape many a fatal shaft

keeping ourselves well fortified with pure
blood and a properly nourished frame.”’—
Civil Service Gazette—Sold only in packets
labelled—* Jamus Epps & Co., Homeepathic
Chemists, London, Eng.”—Also makers of
Epps’s Chocolate Essence for afternoon use.

A GREAT CENT'S WORTH.

From 10 to 100 sample copies of the NORTH-
ERN MESSENGER AND SABBATH-SCHOOL COM-
PANION (assorted numbers) will be sent free
to any Sunday-school making application
through one of its officials by Postal Card, or in
other manner ;the number to be asked for cor-
responding to the number of families in the

school.

JOHN DOUGALL & SON,
> Montreal.

NEW YORK WITNESS PUBLICATIONS

NEW YORK WEEKLY WITNESS:

Jinele copy 4e, or $1.50 a year, or eight months
fo?lxlxlﬁollarr.)yclﬁb of five for a year, §6; Club
of eleven for ayear, $12 if sent without any
diminution. The WITNESS is almost the. only
paper that reports the progress ot the INDRPEN-
DENT CATHOLIC CHURCH. S

NoTE.—AS a special effort to double the Wir-
er;s% s-bscripmgn list, we offer the privilege to
each present subscriber when renewing his own
copy to order another for a new subseriber, and
boih will be sent geparately for & year for $2,
Any old friend of the WITNESS can have the

same privilege.

SABBATH READING :
ekly eight-page religious paper,lc a copy,
or%t?gezm year, & barcels of one hundred for 756, on
twenty-five for 20c, willl be sent as samples,
either all of one number, or assorted, This
paper has more choice reading matter for the
money than any other we know.

GEMS OF POETRY :

A weekly eight-page paper, filled with the
choicest poetry we can select; 2¢ a copy, or 75¢ a
year. Aclub of three for $2, or ten for $6. ﬁ‘he first
Yolume, extending from 1st June to end of 1880,
81 numbers, will be sent for 40c, and any one
who subscribed for the first six numbers or more
can have the whole volume by remitting the
difference between what he formerly paid and
O3 e ab i

A e above prices include postage, an
sample coples will be sent free on arl’)pllclglti()!al. .

JOHN DOUGALL & CO.,
No. 7 Frankfort st., New York,

THE NORTHERN MESSENGER is printed and publigshed
on the 1st and 15th of every month, at Nos, 35 and
37 Bonaventure street, Montreal, by John Dougall
& Son, composed of Johny Dou, all, of New York,
and John Redpath Dougall and J. D. Dougall, of
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Montreal,




