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THE Italian
lakes, Como,
Lugano, and
Maggiore,
have chal-
lenged the
admiration
of poet and
painter from
the days of Virgil to the
present time. Lesssublime
in their environment than
those of Switzerland, they
are far more beautiful. The
\ , : surrounding foliage, also, is

ITALIAN PEASANTS. much richer; the orange

and myrtle take the place

of the spruce and the pine. The sky is of sunnier blue, and

the air of a balmier breath, and the water of a deeper and more
transparent hue.

Lake Como is only an hour’s ride from Milan, through a fertile
and hilly country. [En route we pass the ancient town of Monza,
wheve is preserved the iron crown with which Constantine,
‘Charlemagne, Charles V., and Napoleon, beside two-score of Lom-
bard kings, have been ecrowned. Como, which lies amid an am-
phitheatre of bills, was the birthplace of the elder and younger
Pliny. The mountains rise in verdurous slopes, clothed to their

Vor. XXXIX. No. 3.

=



