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Women as they are {n India.—But it must not be sup-
posed that all Indian women are unhappy or are unkind-
l{ treated ; circumstances may modity some features of
the case in individval instances ; but their condution as
a whole is what has just been described.

The life of the poor is one of hard and degrading toil,
without a hope, perhaps often without a desfre, for any-
thing higher than supplying the daily recuning wants of
the body. Their constant drudgery 1s not lightened by a
brighter ﬁrot-pecl in future, and ofien when the attempt 15
made to kindle some better desire, or to gain their per-
mission to have the litle girls tanght, they say, “ What
good will it be to me? | shall never be anything but a
women.”

Those who occupy a higher sociil position are very
lile better off. It is true they are not compelled to
w1k hard, but they are deprived of their liberty and
sp nd life 1n the seclusion of the Zenanas  One of our

visitors mentions some ¢f her pupils who had not been |

outside their Zenanas for more than ffieen years, With
munds untramed and empty, deprived ol liberty, and
without rational sources of interest, thewr lives are awi-
less indeed, and, except that the mistresses have more
ease and luxury, there 1 littie difference between their lot
and that of the female servants with whom they enjoy the
idle gossip which forms their chuef link with the outside
world,

What a contrast such a picture presents to even the
bumbleit homes in this country which have been en-
nobled by the influznce of Caristianity, or the homes of
native Christians in India, where parents and children
are found serving God trogether, an: going to His house
in company. Thereare, itis sad to say, miserable homes
in England, but they are so £ spite of Gospel privileges,
not for fact of them, as it is in a heathen lund

The Way made Ulear. — Formeriy, the obstucles in the

way of reaching Indian women were many and great, but

now every year sees some of these removed, and matters
have so far advai ced that there is an increasing desire
amang the gentlemen to have their wives educated so
that they mmay become sunable companions  In-
stead of our having now to ask how weare to gam ad-
mission to these dark homes, the difficulty 15 how to sup
ply teachers 1o those who are willing fo be taught  As
soon as {ndian ladies are trained and fited 1 take their
praper position 1n domestic and social hfe, we cannot

women and girls, of various ages, and seven “or Tight
little children. The servanis are busy at one end pre-
paring rice or other things for daily use: some of the
livle ones are crying, others playing, others sleeping.
In the quietest part of the roum you would see several
women and girls seated on the ground near the mission-
ary Jady. who is busy superintending their lessons and
work  When this part is over she opens her own book,
and, at the request of one or the other, sings a hymn,
having first read the verses and explained their meaning.
iy this time the group has been increased by other
women and girls, who come round to listen, and then she
proceeds 1o read some story or parable to them, explain-
ing and applying the truth as she goes on, me=ting their
objections, and cndeavouring to press it home to their
hearts,  1f you glance round, you can see the images and
pictares of (rightful idols, the little cups and plates con-
taining the daily offerings, the flowers which have been
alecady presented before the househaold gods, and some-
times the toreheads and arms of the listeners are daubed
| with clay from some sacred place, showing they have per-
r formed thew thorming devotians  /ere, 1n the very cita-
. del of Hindouism, the glad news of the Saviour, who
came 1o put away sin for ever, is bemng procluimed. In
"this abode of dark superstinon and ignorance ihe true
:l*gm 's being presented, and in this hard and strong
tground the “guod seed ™ s being patiently and lovingly
"sown. 7 his 1s the work of the Zenana Mission,

. —————

OUR INDIAN STATIONS.

Samulcotta Seminary.

L We are very busy these days, but [ wish the readers of
} the Zink 1o know that the Seminary 15 open, and the work
1n full progress.

We began dlassifying students on the 3rd of October,
vand in a lew days we had a school of twenty pupils.
VR acole, Bimlipatam, Cocanada and A4fdu sent each
{ 1ty detachment.  Some of then are well advanced, while
| others are very near the Alpha of education.  All study
_the Bible two hours a day -~that s, they recire and listen
I'to an exegests for that time.  One-hour in the morning
"an the Oid Testament. and one in the aftegnoon on the
| New Testament, The lesson s prepared beforehand.

doubt that 2 mighty change willtake place - the doors of | The rest of the time is taken up with other studies.
the prison-houses wiil be opened, not by force, but as a i §yyrdays we have essays, declumations, exegesis of
natural consequence of the change alread . effected with- ] passages of scripture, sermon lans, &c.  Sunday morn-
in. Itis agrat comfort 1o kaow that even before that ng we have a Sabbath School in cunnection with the
happy time there are many scattered about in heahien | 1ew Christians in the sillage, and also a preaching service.
families who have learned to read and love the Word of | [y the afternoun the students go out to the sunounding
God. The Jight -hines with varying degrees of clearness, | villages, in groups of two or tree to preach. Inveach
and no doubt they do not all understand the truth in 1S | group we try to have one who has had some experience
fullness, but yet they cling to what they do know with | preaching ; also a singer. In the evening we meet
love and hope. ** Do you know that these books are all | o5 prayer and preaching in the tows.

about the Christian nof {or religion] " asked an old Hon- For the first ten diys we were all alone. Then our
doo of the ladies of his househoid, angPy that they were i Chnistian teacher, Indla Philip, from the Ongole field,
so anxious to learn to read. * We do not mind what 70/ came to our help. 1 think he will be a great help to us.

they belong to,” they answered; “they are yood wurds.
They bring light and confort to us, and we hike to hear
them.”

The Wark of the Missionary.—Some of the scenes met
with in everyfday visiting amongst these poor wamen are
very touching, and produce a deep eflect on the mind.
Picwre to yourself a long, low room at the back of the
house, looking out upon a dull, pived courtyard surround-
ed by ahigh wall. {t is occupied by, perhaps, a dozen

i Some will be interested in knowing that he is one of the
1 boys | sent to the Ramapatam Seminary in 1872, and
{ who studied under Bro. ‘limpany for nearly two years.
He is a present to us from our American brethren. And
nothing could be more generous or Christranlike than the
r-sponse of these brethren to my request for a teacher.
' May God bless ike old mother Mission.  Brother Clough
und Boggs deserve special mention.
Taking them altogether, 1 am exceedingly well pleased



