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nurses and Paris], visitors lias, for sonie years, been ;ns oprtion uinder tht
).skiiful stiperintendenco cof the Rev. Mr. Flivdlner and bis wvitf. Il(- ro Florence
Nigi- .gale wvas traine-d for lier, Ieroie labour-s -in the Orjinea. From this
institution thel'e have gone forth mnany d,,voted Sisters of Cliarity, wiio %vithout
fee or rewnrd have rendered distinguished services te stïefring hnmiianity
Attempts have recently been mnado in Engind to establili similar institutions
and to rodein tIse character of' our liospital, and sick nurses, whio have Ili herto
been chsiefly celebrated for'eoairsenoss, dr-unkenne-s, and mercvnary d:spo.,ition,,
Mucli opposition iii somne protestant quarters liw% b.-en shown <o tis movetienit,
A dread lias been entertaissod lest wve shotild, unler the guise of charity and
,bcnevolence, be initroduving into protostantism tise dete4;ed systens of seclided
nunneries. 'Jlie evii thtîs aspprchiend<'d is not, howyever, vey) imnmin>ent. we
isec no reosson why protestant womien may flot devote themso'lves to works of
chiirity, for thse love of God, as wiel as those of the catholie religion. Why
should self-sascrifice (if a good worki can be so calle<l) be titikiotn to thse
protestant churcs ? Wo have, it 15 truc, many noble instance.- of devotion to
suffering humanity in thse private %valks of life, prompted by the sincerest
,christiais piety. But wliat wve want, is tIsat fesuale christian influence, for
other thian înercenary purposos, should be broughit to bear on tise manaigemient
and nurserysluip o>f our publie hospitals. Ins primitive times tise chtircîs hall
its Deaconesses, wviose speciai function it Nvas to minister to the wvasts cf the
sick and to, relieve the distressod. Many of these were wvomen of noble birtb,
:and ail of thetn werc animdred with Ûie zeal for the glory of tise crucified and
inerciful Redeciner. 110w these functions could! be revived iii modern times it
is diffieult, to say. Our Ladies Societies and circles for benevolent plîrposes in
connexion witls our Cîsurches perlsaps, to some extent stipply their pince, but
flot to the extent desired. We wvant, not the seclusion o? women for tîsis or
.any other end, iuîto a caste or Sisterhood-we want iromn them an effies
'communion of love and labour witls men on belsaîf of the wretubed and tile
suffering. To accornplisi this is evidently tise aim of tise book. It contains
mucli valuable information and sonnd sense. We cannt, certaitily, endorse Ai
its sentiments and opinions. TIse autisor is evidently g:eaily uistaken as ta
the influence cf the puritanie or Calvinistie elememît in the rcformed Churche, in
Bsuppressinr, every tendency to female devojion for- charitable aims. Sbe wifl
rather find, if she looks a littie d"eper, tisat this frigpidity of religion lias aiiseD,
not fromn the puritan or tise Ca'vinist-names synonynsous witlî Martyr in
earlier tirnes-but from tise litfeiess orthodoxy, the cold m<sde,'atisss, inito wice
the once vital prineiple-; of the rct'ormnation have become fossilizedl. 'We recom-
moud tise peruisal cf tisis book to, cm' thitikingç clrskian ladies and generali!
to ail who desire to promotu the welfisre of tise Csuffering and tise Nvretclied.

With tise followingr truc and -,vell expressed thoughits our author comsclude,
-the first part of tise book:

" The history of the past, of the possible, of the actually accomplished, should give
us courage in tise present and hope for the future. It is a subject of reproach Mhtl
this Clsristendom of' ours, tise tlseory of good which we preach slsould 1es 'arý nad.
vance cf our practice; but that which provokes the sncer of the skeptic and almostkih
faith in the sufl'erer, lifts up the contemplative mind with ho1 se. Man's theory of goodu
God's rcality; man's experience of good is thse degree to ivliich ho bas aircady weork
out, in his human capacity, that divine reality. Therefore, whatever our practice mia
be, let us hold fast to our thoories of possible good; lot us at least, however they ont
rua our present powers, kep thora in siglit, and thon our formnai lagging practice ma~
ins time ovortake thon. In social mnorals, as well a,3 in physical truths, "ltse goal
yesterday will be thse starting-point of to-morrow ;" and thse thinga before wlsich
Bngland now stands in admiring wonder will becon'e Ilthe simple produco of tise Ca
mon day." Thus wo hope and believe."1


