
Squash and pumpkin should be gath-
cred before frost, cut with a smail picce
of vine attachced. Haridle thein as care-
fully as you would egzgs, as the slighitcst
bruise %vill soon spoil thcni. Store in
a sunny dry place %vlhcre frcist cati be
kcept out. Latcr store in a dark, dry
place, with the' tcnipcraturc as ncar forty
degrees as possible.
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Just before frost, pick tlic best of

the unripcncd tomatoes and place ilieni
on sie dlean straw ini a cold frame or
greenhousc. Others ma:y be put on
straw in the cellar. In iis wvay you
inay prolong your supply of tornatacs
until nearly Christmnas.

Put a few plants oi parslcy in a pot
or box and place titem in the kitchcen
windoiv for ",.e during the winter
months. Clean up the rhubarb and as-
paragus beds and put on a good dress-
ing of coarse stable mantirc. If you
have a grecnhousc, and would likc Io
utilize some ci the space under the
benches, lift a few roots of rhubarb for
forcing. Tender young stailis of it arc
sure to bc apprcca-.ted in mnid-%wintcr.
In lifting, dig round the four sides w'ith
a spade, bcing careful flot ta, damage
the crowns. Turn the root upside down
and let it lie on the ground ta frcceze
ivcll. Mien place tlîcm under the bcnch
whcre you inicnd tu force thcmn. Work
soit %vcll round and bctweeri the roots, so
that the crowns arc just pecpîng out -
watcr thorouglhly. Spray thein occa-
sionnlly %vith lukev.trm Nvater tîntil thie
growtll lis st.arted, and maintain as
even a :cnipcrature as possible.

Potato Scab
Prof. E. M. Straight

nOTATO sca> should flot lie con-Pfused with the potato caîker or
wvart discase, sometinies callcd the

black scab. This latter discase is es-
tablisbud in Newfoundland but is not
found iii Camadn so far as %ve are a'varc
of.

The rouglîcned, scabby, pittcd surface
of potato tubers affectcd wvith scab is 10o
wcell kiiown ta rcquirc description. It
is probable tlîat sio ailier potato, dispasc
lias a wvicIr distribution. In addition
to bcing dlisscmina.tcd tlîroughout tlîis
country, it occurs in variaus paris of
1-utrope, Southi Africa and New Zenland.
In aIt prob:ability scab occurs whercvcr
potatocs arc groWfl. In addition ta tlw
potato, tuirîîilp, carrots andi beets mîay
be -att.icked.

Many practical grawers are of the
cepinion ttîat lime, aslies, ctîipdirt, and
other substances, cause thie disease.
Tlîc nature of the fcrtiti?.er useci, the
alkalinity of Ilie soif nî:av anîd do inîflu-
ence the as-notint. of scaL prescnt on a
given crop, but sucli :îg-cncles are in-
capable oi produciîîg life.

The cause ai potato scab is a para-
sitic plant, to whicli the namec ai Oas-
para Scies bas ben givcn. Tisspla.nt
is as dcpendcnt on certain conditions
for its rapid developtiient as tlîc patatao
or root crop upon %vhlich it grows; but
canîlat «-roiv in a "ailt nless secd of thie
ftîngus lia% first been depositeci therc.
Thîe aid iclea oi epontaneous gencration
lias long been explodcd. Wcé have grown
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bcyond the thouglît that clijdirt can give
risc to lile! Experiments liave shown
rce.tedly flint scab docs not devclop on
new land unlcss it is affected from soine
(>utside agcnc'y. If dlean sced potatocs
are used on d1e.n land, a clean crop, is
sure ta result. AIl or ncarly ait of the
inîfection of ncwv amcas nia>' be traccd to
discased soed.

SOUItOFS OP' INFECTIOX
When the soit once becanies infectcd

there are twvo possible sources ai infec-
lion in future crops, viz., the scd and
the soift usd1. It follows then that saine
soils nia>' givc scabbypotosen
wlien clean seed is uscd. poncsen

Scab tlîrives lcst on an alkaline soit.
Dr. WVhcclcr, wlîo linîs miade an exten-
Sive study of UIl disease, sunîmarîzes
his conclu;sions as followvs: "Tlîc matcr-
mI.is %viicli favor !scab :inct wlîich are at
tinîcs applied ta land arc- Stable man-
lire, Waood aslics, limec, nîagncsia and

soda-al lie material.q wlîicli dlo fot
tend ta niake tuie r.c.ib 'orse, and which
nîay tend ta decrease it, are- Mrost com-
mercial fcrtili.-er., se.a-wced, potash
saîts, land plaster, common salt and
ammnonium -,ulph-.tc."

As lias heen poinied out, pot.-ta, Rcâb
daes 1bet an an alkaline soit, tlhat is ta
say it niakes ils niost igorous growth
tlîerc. Untortisnaîcly, potatoes ailso do
besçt o1, a like soil; but potatocs arc flot
en susceptible 10 soi] conditions as, the
flli"ms. ht is quiîc possible Io grov
pGI«-to)cs on, a soil slightlily acid 'vitliout
rnatcerially affcring the yicid, and nt the
çmnic tinie discourare the grawttl ai thr
pa..site.
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Sulpîtur npplied ta tie soit gradunaly
oxi<lizcs witlî ilie canscquent production
ai arid. Stilphîîir lis been uscd or- sonie
soits %vill iiîîudî qluccess-, espechd-ty an
soils naturally meitral or only nlijzhtiv
ailka.linc. Tle prcess is cxpensivc'.and
lardly prantical on large armis.

Similar ncid sait conditions ny bic
obtnincd by turîiing undcr saie zgrecn
crop, such a-s bîîckwheaât. In tlic brieak-
ing cloivn ai this green ninniurc. ricid is
fornicci oain quite suflicirnt for the pur-
pose. ThIis syswmn %vould prcxduce best
resulîs on a neutral or sliglidvy ilkalinc
soU, andI vouîld nat bc cntircly .rsccs.<ftl
on -t sait stransgly n1kkaline, as the <le-
eaying ceap %vnuld flot produce nrid
enoiigli ta leave -an c\ffss in the :qoit.
liv ,îîakinir eliaice oi iertilircrs 'wlich
do> not tncçiiragez çcab, by proper roia-
tion and by turninz unttcr a grccin crop,
a1 barlty aiffc i rid is- ofien ciearcd in
a fcî%' yers %VIhaut %ucli trcainent,
the ftinc~i %tmoid remain active in the
soul, mithaust the presence of a- suscepti.
bic crop for indelinitc pcriods.
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