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Fruit-spurs.

FIG. 226o. Branches of 'Morello Cherry (hait
sîze), showving ist year's shoots (a, a) and fruit
spurs (b> along the sides of the older wood.

others, and kinds that sucker readily may
i2>asily be propagated by root-cuttings.

Fruit Branches.

When trees begin bearing fruit, special
fornis of branches may be found in them,
that are not noticeable in young trees not
yet in bearing. These are the branches upon
whichi the fruit is produced. Different kinds
of trecs have différent kinds of fruitingy
branches ivith %icel it is important that the
fruit growver should be farniliar.

One of the most insignificant-looking
branches, yet the most important in its pro-
ductiveness, is wlhat is known as the fruit.
Spur.

Tliese are short, stunted-looking branches
which differ much in appearance and habit
of growth in différent fruits;' as may be seen
by the accompanying illustrations.

In apple and pear tre2s, the fruit-spur
makes its appearance first as a prominent
bud onw~ood at least tvo years old. During
the second season, it lengthiens a short dis-
tance, and bears only a cluster of leaves, but
the third seas.on it usually bloois ; and, if
ail goes welI, be.ars fruit. After fruiting, it
branches again just belowv whiere the fruit is
produced, extends half an inch or more, and
bears again, and usually continues branching
and bearingýý in alternate seasotis. Af ter
se-veral years of suchi growth, the branch
may not be over six to eighit inches in length,
and yet the scars on its sides niay show that
it bas several times produced fruit. Fig.
2261 shows an apple fruit-spur of seven
seasons' growth, xvhici bias produced four
apples, as seen by the large scaïs at (a).
Three attempts at bearing have been made
at (b) but the blossomis have fallen without
setting fruit, as shown by the smnall scars ;
and six strong fruit-buds at (c) give promise
of fruit next year.

In vigorous young apple and pear trees
just beginning to bear, most of' the fruit wiIl
be found at the end of the slender fruiting
branches froni six to ten inches in length,
usually iii the centre of the tree.

Suchi branches were shoots that begran Iafe
with the evident intention of producing noth-
in- but vood and leaves, as lias been the
custoni ini the tree, the terminal bud of eachi
libas been tranformed into a fruit-bud, and
Nature bias directed their energy to the pro-
duction of fruit.

When the trees are bare of foliage, the
fruit-spurs may often be noticed very muchi
enlarged and swvoIlen. This is quite comn-
monly seen iii the Ben Davis and Oldenburg
apple trees and also in somie kinds of pear
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