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1 , C)' do our native vorlkers aid catechists
b r live ? In miiucl the saivay as other

natives. in tlie first place, tleiîr luits
ae te samine siape, round for tIe imost

Spart, and ofI the saie iaterials, sods
generally, thatclied Kafir falshion. Somîîe
people tiiiiik that a square homiîe is a ieccssit>
to a Christian, that the round shape is essenl-
tially licatlien ; for myi% own part, I would
rather see a well-built, well-kept round luit,
tlian ani untidy, rickety square building ; and
practically the roind shape suits the comiimiion
iaterial better, as it obviates the difliculty of

corners, wliiclh comnstitutes the weakiness of the
w-attle-and-daub, or sod, rectangular building.

''lie difference belween the heatien and
Christian lut is ratier in te icneatness, outside
and in ; the wvell-laid floor of ant-heap,
vlichi, carried from the veld and broken and
wvell beaten, iakes a floor of a solidity
approaching that of asphalte. This is the
vomIîan's vork, as vlat is iot ? But amîionz

the Christians the womian's lot is so nzrch
casier ; she is ashamied to be a v//a - that is, a
lazy person but the excessive burdens laid
upon the wives in the Christian village are
shared by the men. 'he furniture is better.
First of all, a side of the hut is screened off for
the bedroom ; there is a table in the imiiddle of
the hut, and a chair or two, and the food is
served in clean earthenware. The food is
ituch the sanie as other natives use, witl a

little more variety- potatoes and beans f'or a
change with the imealies and millet, and then
the mîealies are staiped, not boiled merely,
and stamîping gets rid of the liusk and nakes
the grain much more palatable.

But outside the native Christian evanîgelist
lias lis ploughi ; for every native is a farnier,
a peasanît-farmiier, and long miay they reiain
so ! only under very exceptional cases can a
native cease to be so. I think the chaMge is
iot by any means salutary wlien it comes ; so

that it is better that they should ail have tlieir
field of maize, and millet, and pumupkin. Even
while the men who have given their wlole timie
to the work nay hire miiien to dho the actual
vork of ploughing, the occasional preachers,

wlhose work omly tak'es ujp a day or two besides
their Sundays, will generally be fouid with
their coats off in the fields thenselves,
vhen the spring rains have covered the hills
with verdure, and have softened the earth
sufliciently after the long winter drouglht (our
winter is a season of drought, gentle reader)
to allow the plow to turu up the soil. And the
cattle ! The student lias lis books, and the

doctor h is drugs and instruments, and the
Kalir his cattle, vlether lie be heatien or
Christian, laynan or priest. At tlie milking-
time at il a.m., and again at sunset, lie
loves to be anonîg them wlile the boys and
youig men are miilkinîg ; the calves one by
oie are led out of the calf-kraal or enclosure, run
of to their motlhers, finding eaci it- own after
one or two nistakes and consequent rebullfs,
and sucking away vigorously until it is driven
ava by the simali boy, and the reniainder of
the milk is drawn ofl' for the use of the owner
and hi, children, and the men are discussing
the merits of cach with the eye and knIovledge
of connoisseurs, while the miilk is poured into
the calabash to curdle. Sucli is the secular
life and such the daily occupations of the
native, which the cateclists share with their
lav brethrei. In tie day-tiie they have their
more serious duty of giving the religioîs
instruction in the school, taking the classes of
catecliumens and candidates for confirmation,
which is generally donc after morning service,
with vhich the day is begun, and visiting the
kraals-the heathenl kraals. The sick·, too,
have to be attended to ; the catechist prays
with them, instructs theni, and prepares theni
for the visit of the prie-.t. And besides ail this
the catechist is general adviser to ail his neigh-
bours. Has any difficulty arisen in fanily
matters-some quarrel between a nan and his
wife ? The cateclhist is the niediator ; lie calls
theni up, and caci will have his or lier say,
and miany a famîily lias been saved froni being
broken up by lhis intervention ; alil this requires
inmfinite tact, and wisdon, and patience. And
these qualities are by no means unconnon
aniong our native men ; the Christian catechist
bring's a nature with lim into the Christian
Cliurch which, touchîed by tle Spirit, easily
develops these qualities. Tle more uncomminon
virtues of entire truthfulness, trustwortiiiness,
and punctuality gradually develop under train-
ing and the example of their superiors. We
are able to feel generally that tley are perfectly
sincere, that they are one with us, that they do
not shield evil-doers, but tell us exactly what
is going on, a very important miattr where we
have to trust so largely to tleir cars and eyes.

REVERENCE in the use of the divine nanie was
far more prevalent in former ages than it is
now. The fact is stated with respect to the
ancient and beautiful mîanuscript copy of the
Gospel recently found in Asia Minor, that
while the ordinary letters are in silver on
purple-dyed vellum, the sacred naimes are iii
gold. How' mîîuchi of the spirit of real reverence
there was back of these forms of respect ve do
not knov, but a littie more of care and thouglt-
fulness .n wvriting and speaking the naie of
the Diety would iot nowadays be amiss.


