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‘We lately asked: TVkhere are the Schools for
Farmers Sons? Now,eventhough we overlook
the Profcssoralup in the Edinburgh Univeraity,
and the many agricultural schools in Ireland, yer
tha question shall not be altegather without o
satisfactory answer; and for this we have to
thank the Fairford and Cirencester Farniers’ Club,
or, tather, Mr, Brown, the member of that so-
oety, by whom they were urged and led in the

landowners and tenants ot the neighbouthood.
‘T'his address was circulated in the beginning of
1843 ; by April of that year the movement had
«xperienced such an accesnion of stirength that a
provigional committee, comprieing many of the
leading men of the district, was dppointed, and a
prospectus was proposed ; in May the draft of it
was agreed to—it was cnutled * The Prospectus
of an Agricultural College, or an Example Farm,

course which they adopted.
On the 14th of November, 1842, Mr R. J !
Brown, of Cirencester, in Gloucestershire, read!
before that soctety an address on the advantages
of a speaific education for agricultural pursuits,in !
which, aftes pointing out the importance of the
subject, and the covsequently skameful fact that
thia country 18 distinguished among all others by
her neglect of i, he urged the propriety of ¢s1ab-
hshung a public nstitution in their own neighbor-
hood where agniculture might be taught, and he
concluded thus:—« It has been suggested that
anch an instuuion should originate with the Aob
neyltural Soctety, or with Government. We
shall find that the practical way is to do our own
busginess ourselves, We shall thas have an msti-
tution adapted to our wants. No one sitvation
wall do for all England.  We hope of every dis-
trict—the vales, the chalk, the red sand, &e —
thiat cach will have s college. If one lorge
catablishment wag reared, we may lear that it
would be a falare ; anything rather than the
substannial practical institution that will tarn out
_ —not the finical gentleman, afraid of soiling his
Nands—but intelligem active, hardy young men
—who will maintain the sv .stannal honest cha-
racter of the English yeomen, combined with aly
that modetn science and advancernent, and care-
fsl training and morat and rehigious culture can
do, to elevate them to the stauon 1 the country
that they ought to fill.  We are each of us the
centre of rome little circle.  Let us advance the
cause by advocating 1t amongst these we know ;
and, with God’s Blessing, we may hope that, cre
long, the cry for the efficient pracuical education
of the rising generation of farmers s7il] be so loud {
and general, thay oll dufficutties will disappear,
and we shall have the happiness of geeing an
agricultural coliege on the Cotewold Hills—
gwdel, we mst, for many others in the land.”
A committee of the Clutzwas tonwed for the pur-
poee of inqairing fuctier inio the wanitanty of Mr.
Prown's proposal ; 1t met on the 19th of Decemn-

der,and drew up an addices on the sabyces 1o the

in the Olite District, inciuding the country com.
monly called the Gotawold hils, exiending from
Bath to Chipping Camden, aiso tnciuding a grreat
part of Oafordshire and North Walialure, part of
Betkshire, &e.* A capusl of £12,000 was pro-
posed to be raised by propnetary shares of £30
each, the control and government of the whols
scheme wag to rest in the sharcholders, whoss
rights and responsiviliiies should be defined by s
deed of setilement , 1 the saue month, however,
it was reported, by a comnuttee appornted to
consider the subject of respuns.bihity, that 1t could
only be provided against by charter or act of Par-
liament. At this wne a commuttce was appoint-
ed to wait on the noblemen and gentjemen of the
district and solicit support, and 1o attend and ad-
dress the agricultural meetings of that yearat
Stow, Leehlade, Facringdon, Devizes, Chuppens
ham, Wotton Basset, Teibury, Gloucester, Mal-
mesbury, Bath, &¢., the coantry was aiso divi-
ded into districts, and onc or more members
appointed to canvass each. In January, 1844,
it was decided to hold o public meeung on thie
subject, and it was held at Cirencester on the 224
of April; the report of the Cirencester Farmers®
Club was there vead, and resolutions founded upon
it were moved by Earl Ducie and others: thay
the proposed instilution was expedient, and that
a committee of gentlemen be appointed to deter-
mine on the best plan of it, and on the best me-
thod of carrying the drsizn into effect. It was
at this stage in the proceedings, therefure, that
the Farmerg® €Club drepped thesr direcuon, and
handed the scheme over (98 was most proper,
considering the general inierest it had now ex-
cited) to a body more fauly represennng the dige
trict whose ai) wastequired. Y1 wasnow deter.
mined to apply fr a charter through Eoxd
Dathurst ; and also to look oat for a gite, which
was done-by pablic advertisement.

In June the committes received the offer of a.
form on a 4S-years’ tease fom Earl Bathurst,and

of £2000 tcwards the bulldin s mterest on which
at 33 per cent was to be added to the youi—-



