
THE MINING RECORD.

It vill give you soie idea of the duliiness of things
British Columbian in London if I tell you for a fact
that I know. of oie of the very big-
gest firms in London, who associated
themiselves froi the first with the B. C. novement
have just given ortders to suspend the supply of all
their B. C. public7ationis, thecir point being that it is
"no good bothering about B. C. matters for the pres-
ent, and therefore they do not need any B. C. litera-
ture." Surely tis is shortsighted.

The collapse of the Klondike boom was also a bad
blow to nianv operators w ho thought the\ forcsa,
big things in the goldfields of the frozen .North. The
Canadian Pacific Railhay still calls attention to the
Klondike in its advertisements, but it couples w1ith
Kloncdike, Kooteiay and Ontario, and for the Io-
ment seens to have comle to the conclusion that it is
no good pushing the Klondike alone. A chat I had
a fewv days ago witli the secretary of one of the very
biggest Klondike companies was illustrative of the
generalI disappointed tone of groups here so far as
the Yukon is concerned. This gentleman told nie
that the results were very miuch Delow their earlier
expectations. You w ill judge the importance of this
w hen I tell you that this group is one of the very
biggest operating in connection with South Africa
and the results to wlich I have referred will certainly
restrain then fron showing- any imimediate enthusi
asi over either B. C. or the Klondike.

The disgraceful disclosures at the public examina-
tion of the directors and promoters of the Klondike
& Colunibian Goldfiels-the group with which so
unfortunately Messrs. Turner and Pooley associated
theiselves-deserve the fullest publicity in British
Columbia. Tlie evidence should be published in full
throughlout the province. Froni the first I exposed
Mr. Morris Catton, the erstwhile War Office clerk, in
your columîns and deprecated the association of imem-
bers of your government w ith iim. This ini(livi(ual's
career (Mr. 'Morris Catton's) reads like a ronance.
Hie seems to have worked hard and to have gone to
his private office before starting for the War Office,
Meeting his clerks agaii at lunch tnie, and then re
turning after War Office hours to work on at com-
pany pronoting until after 9 o'clock. fie lias foisted
a number of disgraceful companies on to the British
public ; but as I have over and over again dîcalt with
his B. C. and Klondike ventures I nced not tIo more
iow than to refer readers to tlie back numbers of \-our
paper for nv earlie' articles about the "Klon(ile &

olunibian G oldficlds," "''lie Dawson City Trading
Co.," "The Rainv River & Ontario Co.." and 'The
New Golden Tw'ins." The evidence given in court
showed that tle various companies had been worked
aq a nice little faiily party chiefly for the benefit ap-
parently of Mr. Catton, and his tinie directors, and T
shall be very much surprised indeed if tle imatter is
allowed to rest wlîere it is. Il addition to ruiining-
as War Office clerk, and proioter Mr. Catton acted
a< an advertising agent and received sone wonderful
fees for lis "services" to the companies in question.
The wonderful 20 per cent. dividends which I ex-
posed long ago is now very iuch in evidence. Somie
of the directors say tlc solicitor sanctioned it-the
latter denies this strenuously and counters by charg-
ng the lboard with being solely responsible. Then
tiere are also the questions of Catton's presents of
shares to the colonial directors. The whole thing is
a pretty kettle of fish, and we all look for further and
early sensational developnents in "another court."

Mr. Hess, of tle London Critic, may yet be justified
of his prediction!

THE MONTH'S MINING

HARRISON LAKE DISTRICT.

(From Our Own Correspondent.)

I AM pleased to bc able to report an improvenient in
conditions, and numierous enquiries as to mining

pioperties from people of mieans, looking for profit-
aIhe investnent, arc being made. Probably oie ef-
feet of the recent depression will bc that capitalists
will be able to negotiate for the purchase of proper-
ties, on nunch more favourable ternis than fornierly,
as the owiiers iow realize that this class of property
is comiparativelv w orthless, without the assistance of
cal)ital for its developnent. There is imeanwhile very
little doubt that the recent depression is in great part
due to the distrust with which capital bas viewed the
mnischievous tinkering with miiieral laws, and the in-
troduction of the ill-considered legislation in the past.
I notice one point that shows up in a verv conical

glght, as being tle legislative work of such an anti-
Chinese administration as the late goverunient posed
to be, and that is thi repeal of the workuinminers'
certificate. As a matter of fact all of our local white
lminers have, or expect to ýocate mineral claims of

their own, consequently this legislation is no benefit
to themi, as thcv have to possess a free mminers' certifi-
cate to enable theni to tdo so, and forierly this cer-
tificate acted in the inature of a protection to them, to
the extent of its value against foreign coimpetition, in
obtaining work in ninles, but now tle foreign clenent
conme un, work a few niontlihs, and depart with the
noney thev have carned, without contributing to the
revenue of the country. Most especially arc the
Chinanen pleased with this newx legislation. Inmedi.
atelv on the close of the fishing season, when the
rivers and streans fall so as to allow tle gravel bars
to be worked, these Orientals betake themselves in
large nuibers to placer ni1nig principally by iieans
of the rocker. They thus fornerly contributed con-
siderably to the provincial revenue bv being con-
pelled to take out free ininers' certificates, but iowc
on beig approached by his old ceny, tle collector,
john Clinamîan blandly responds "Me no got claiii,"
and blesses the sliade of his good friends, Cotton and
Martin, who have enabled iii to enjov an extra $5
vorth of opium in the vear.

The Providence mine is again working and being
rapidly developed tunder the able superintendence of
Mr. DePencier, wio is runluning two shifts. Thece work
is proceeding under tle imiiediate advice of Mr.
Cirkle, M.E. I trust that in n' next I will be able
to record tlc iniation of operations by other coin-

paniies in various parts of tle district.

KA'M.OOPS.

(Froi Ou-'r Own Correspondent.)

Ex)loratory work continues to be prosectuted
steadilv on Coal Hill. At the Lucky Strike ore is
being taken ont whiclh would indicate that the faultcd
vein lias becn recovered. A tunnel lias been started
at the Python which will give a depth of 175 feet,
sinking having been suspended on account of the
large aimotunt of water met in the shaft. Work lias
been re-commenced on the Hecla which was closed
dowi in the spring, also on account of the large in-
flux of water into the shaft. A puip lias been inîstal-
led and the vein will be cross-cut from the bottom of


