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CAN BEEF-MAKING PAY.

A sound naxim in farning is to get manure. More manure, more crops, an(d more crops
more stock, and more stoci. more inanure. So that on a good farm well managed, the ten.
dency shouild be to increased fertility of the soil, by the sinking therein increased capital in
the nianure annually applied. We inust keep stock. The questions then arise, how can
we best dispose of it? Shall it be lean or fat, youn.; or old ?

These questions reqnire answers differing much under the conditions of the persons making
theni, as well as the place wherein made. lui the peculiar cora growing regions of the West-
ern States, a lifferent answer inay be given froni what we should expect in our own State, or
in tle New England States. I purpose, however, to confine the enquiry mainly to our own
State ; in the outset presuniing, however, that where the farm is adapted for the purpose, no0
business is so unifornly profitable as a well conducted dairy.

The first consideration is, what does it cost to maie a pound of beef? In a former number
I showed that it had been satisfactorily settled, that it would require, at least, 4; lbs. cf
corn meal to make a poîund of beef, and it inust be fed to the brst advantage to do this. It
was ail b shown that 18 lbs. of good bay would do the saine thing, and for the present I
shall confine myself to stall-feeding.

The average price of corn in this State is not less than 50 cents for 50 lbs., or a bushel,
and $6 per ton for iay. We will allow two tons of hay, or 50 bushels of corn as the produet
of an acre. An acre of corn will produce, then, ~60 lbs. of beef, and an acre of grass, in
hay, 222 lbs. The value of the hay would be 12-of the corn $25, so that vith hay, it
would cost 5 cents and 4 mills per lb., and witi corn 4 cents and 4l. milLs. But as it wouild
not but be as profitable to fed all hay or all corn, we vill feed half hay and ha\f meal, which
would inake the cost of a pound of beef at 4 cents 9% mills,or say 5 cents. Allowing a daily
consuiption equal to the making of 4 ibs. of beef, or rather to the adding of 4 lbs. to the
live weigit of the animal, the two tuns of hay would feed it for 55% days, and the coru for
140 days. Putting the corn and iay together, and it will furnish feed for two animals for
nearly 100 days-about the usual time for stall-fecding.

No allowance lias been made in the foregoing for attendance, interest on cost of animal,
nor upon the fixtures necessary for its protection-for ivithout warmu shelter the quantity of
food must be largely inercased to produce the required improvement in the animal. Will the
manure pay for these items ? Let us sec. Von Thaler says that it is safe to estinate
the dry food and litter as doubled in weight by its transformation into dung, by whici is
meant the solid as well as the liquid excrements. Assuming that data, we get six tons and
a lialf of nanure, whicl, if applied to hait an acre, would give nearly ten ounces to the square
foot-a very liberal imanuring-and would add to the productive capacity of the land, in the
two folloving erops, at lcast fifteen bushels of cern, or its equivalent. We get then, for our
trouble in feeding, and the use of capital, $ 50, or nearly one cent per pound for Ilie in-
creased live weight. I would be very willing to furnislh barin room and all the necessary litter
and attendance for the manure made by stall-fed animals, and would even pay the interest on
the cost of the animals while feeding.

The actual cost, then,-under the iost favourable circumnstances, of increased weiglit of stall-
fed cattle is five cents per lb., and good animais for feeding, in high condition, cau usually ce
bought about the lst of Decembe: for froin tbree to tiree and a-half cents per lb., live weight.
The sales fromn the stables are uîsuailly made in about three and a-half to four montlis, or froin
the i5th of February to the lst of Marchi-the average being not far from 100 days. During
that time 400 lbs. has been added to its live weight at an expense of $20. Supposing the
ainial when first put up, to weiglî 1,200 lbs., costing on an average at 314 cents per lb., $40,
and at the 100 days the total cost would be $0 for 1,600 lbs. live weight or 33 cent per
pound.

That these <stimates are more or less liable to variation there is no doubt; but itis quite
certain Ltat actual experiient would show a cost more likely larger than smaller. To bring
it wid hin even these figures ivill require a skill'ful nanaging of the material used, so that none
nay be wasted, and ail made to produce its full menasure of increase. Neitier too muclh nor
too little must b given. Froin what is known now in regard to stall-fecding, is it~not safe to
say, that aleast iiree-quîarters of all the farmers who feed, actually lose moncy, unless the
manure be worth nuch more than the estiniateliore placed upon it ?

But we are told by our Western cousins that they can beat us out of sight in making bef.
-rand that we cannot possibly comipete with them, and this idea has induced many to sell their


