AT OXFORD

win the confidence and respect even at this youthful
age of all those who had an opportunity of knowing
his independence of thought and judgment. Among
his contemporaries were Mr. Gladstone, afterwards
prime minister ; the Duke of Newcastle, who be-
came secretary of state for the colonies and was
chief adviser of the Prince of Wales—now Edward
VII—during his visit to Canada in 1860; and Lord
Dalhousie and Lord Canning, both of whom pre-
ceded him in the governor-generalship of India.
In the college debating club he won at once a very
distinguished place. “I well remember,” wrote Mr.
Gladstone, many years later, “placing him as to the
natural gift of eloquence at the head of all those I
knew either at Eton or at the University.” He took
a deep interest in the study of philosophy. In him
—to quote the opinion of his own brother, Sir
Frederick Bruce, ‘“the Reason and Understanding,
to use the distinctions of Coleridge, were both
largely developed, and both admirably balanced.
. . . . He set himself to work to form in his own
mind a clear idea of each of the constituent parts of
the problem with which he had to deal. This he
effected partly by reading, but still more by con-
versation with special men, and by that extra-
ordinary logical power of mind and penetration
which not only enabled him to get out of every
man all he had in him, but which revealed to these
men themselves a knowledge of their own imperfect
and crude conceptions, and made them constantly
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