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May, and the place, the old Mingo town, on the west
side of the river Ohio, about 40 miles below Fort Pitt,
by land; and I think about "5 by water.

Col. Crawford was solic d by the general voice of
these western counties and districts to command the ex-
pedition. He accordingly set out as volunteer, and came
to Fort Pitt, two days before the time appointed for the
assembling of the men. As there was no surgeon yet
appointed to go with the expedition, colonel Crawford
begged the favor of gen. Irvine to permit me to accom-

pany him, (my consent having been previously asked,)
to which the general agreed, provided colonel Gibson
did not object.

Having obtained permission of the colonel, I left Fort
Pitt on Tuesday, May lst, and the next day about one
in the afternoon, arrived at the Mingo bottom. The
volunteers had not all crossed the river until Friday
morning, the 24th, they then distributed themselves into
eighteen companies, choosing their captains by vote.
There were chosen also, one colonel commandant, four
field and one brigade major. There were four hundred
and sixty-five who voted.

We began our march on Saturday, May 25th, making
almost a due west course, and onthe fourth day reached
the old Moravian town, upon the river Muskingum,
about 60 miles from the river Ohio. Some of the men
having lost their horses on the night preceding, returned
home.

Tuesday, the 28th, in the evening, major Brenton and
captain Bean went some distance from camp to recon-
noitre; having gone about one-quarter of a mile they saw
two Indians, upoit whom they fired, and then returned
to camp. This was the first place in which we were dis-
covered, as we understood afterwards.


