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from a different quarter of the horizon, but
when divesting myself of the momentary 1n-
fluence of my fancy, I began to anzlyse the
cause of this phenomenon, | became satisfied
that the sounds in reality arose out of the
bank of clouds, to windward, aud the illusion
bad been produced by the rising and falling
When there-

From Grabam's Magazine for Aoril
HARRY CAVENDISIL
3y the Author of * Cruising in the last War,” * the
Reefer of '76," ete. ete.

THE PIRATE.

It was a trophical night. . The moon had
gone down, but the siars shone clear and lus- of the str upon the ni
unknown 1o more | fore the old boatswain turned to me with lus
baffled look, I had -made up wy mind as 10

the real causes of that which puzzled the ve-

Us, with a briiancy
rate chimes, painting a myriad of sylve-

ep-

ry lines along the smooth swell of the sl
A light breeze was murmuring
across.the waters, now and then nippling the
waves in the starlight, aud flapping the reef
v against the sails. A heavy
s with it, from ¢

teran seaman.

* There is a craft up yonder in that for ' I
said, pomiing to windward, ‘and there are
for the voices we hear are

ing ocean.

women on boarc

100 sweet Jor Lthose ol men

2. bringing
iG that fay far up towindward, a thousand
spicy odors mingled isto one delicious per-
fume On eatre * of the honizan
huag a m

obscurity

* | saue this with a calm' smile, which’at
once dissipated the fear of my compauioa, for
fier thinking a moment lence, the puz-
d expression of his face graduaily cleared

4 i 32
Sea-0oard 1o

ame delicate

3 il, shrouding
Up 1o windward 1!
vapor was perceptible and the po-

away, aud he replied with a low laugh, which
I thought, notwithstanding, a little forced:

* You are ri and that's a reason for
book larnin’ I:never thought of before. Here
have I sailed for a matter of forty years or so,
and yet | could not exactly come st the cause
of these same sounds when you, who hav'ut
been ten years on the water,—though you're

gause-like
sition of the island w

b we had made at twi-
e told fiom the denser

' B 1
git, was only to

nmasses of mist. 1 had gathered on one par-

r spot on the horizon in that quarter.

ud I was stand-

e
It wes vhe moraing w

ng i my moukey jacket, look-

3 ngiy on the rippies that played ' a smart sailor, I must say, lor your years—
uuifer our side in the starlight, when the bluffl | can tell at once all about it, just because you've
vaijce of the boatswain addressed me, at the | had a riggilar iddication. Boek larnin aiut
£3 e ume that the old tellow wrung'an enor- | to be despised alier all,” be continued, shak-
m sus prece of tobacco from a still larger mass | ing his head —* even for a boatswain, and by
th at Le held in his brawny hand. = the blessing of God, ')l borrow the good book

of the parson, tomorrow, and go at it myself
tor when | was young 1 could spell, I calcu-
late, at the rate of breeze. But

mayhap’ he continued, his thoughts suddenly

A still night, Mr. Cavendish,’ began Hin
‘1t looks as if the old salt-lake were
dreaming, and had drawn arcund ber that fog
as a sort of curtajn to keep herself quiet, as
I've heard King George and other big folks do
vhen they go to slcep. For my pirt I've no
votion of such sort of sleeping, for I'd stifle
to death if 1 had to be wrapt in every n
Iike the Egyptian mammies that I've seen I
Give me a hammock for sleeping
able like—I never slept out of oue
smce | went to sea but once, and then I'd as
liel slept bead downwards, for I didn't get a|we
wink all might. vnseen craft. This soon ‘became evident
‘ You mean to say that vou tried to sleep,’ | from the greater distinctmess of the sounds,
s21d 1 smiling i and at length, I thought I could distinguish.a
—I'm no scollard, .and noye the, few of the words sung, which seemed to be
for-that L think © Them as is of a Spanish air: . As the mght advanced the
ve by head work onglhit to be s music.ceased. but the “silence ' did -not- long
d colleges aud such high continue. Suddenly a shriek was heards ri-
4 living by their hands | sing fearfully on the air, followed by astrange
book larmin’ alone, for—take mixture of noises, as if oaths, groans and en-
my word for it—it only ends in making them | treaties, and even sounds of mortal strife were
r s, and there’s other waysol kiliing a all mingled in, one fearful discord. The
dog without choking him with bread and but- | shriek was now repeated, with even more
ter. Them’s my sentiments, and so wheun . fearful yehemence : and then came the report
of a pistol across the darkness. Our hearts

I've got to speak, n%!]ead of skulking about
beat with strange feelings. - What nefarious

the business in search of big words Lke/1he
cook in the galley, I come out at once into, deeds were being done on board the unseen
the plain style my fathers taugit me. The craft. Hitherto the captain who had strolled
devil came flying away with them that can’t on deck to enjoy the mausic, had said that he
speak without shaking in their shoes lestthey should await the dawn, or at least the appear-
make a2 mistake. What's not to be expected ance of a breeze, before overhauling the stran-
of them caa’t be, and big words don’t make ger, but now he came to the determination of
an homest man much less a good boatswain ordering out the boats, and learning the cause
—the proof of the pudding is in the chew wng,” of those fearful outcries.
and the old fellow paused and looked n my ‘Some hellish work, [ fear,’ be said, ‘is
face for arey He had scarcely done so going on yonder, perhaps’a pirate has board-
when be started, Jooked around, and turned ed the crafi, for the villians infest these is-
as pale as ashes. A low melancholy strain, lands. Board bher at every risk, and then no
seemed 1o pervade the air, and coming now mercy 10 the fiends if they are rzally at work.’
from above, and now from some other quar-:  The boats were hastily lowered, manned
ter, could be diStinctly heard rising solemnly | and shoved off from the side of the ship. The
across the night, The phenomenon baffled : second lieutenant commanded one of the boats
even my=elf, but on Hinton it had an extraor- and to we was deputed the charge of the oth-
dinary eflect.  Sailors are at all times super-'er. We proceeded rapidly and as noiselessly
, and the blufl boatswain possessed a | as possible; into the bank of clouds and soon
share of this faculty, These singular | lost sight of the Arrow, although long after her
sounds, therefore, appealed to one of the y

e bull.and spars had disappeared in the obscuri-
strongest leelings in bus bosomy;.  [le looked ty, ber top light wasto be seenlike a red

at me doubtingly, turned round on 2p toe,  baveful star, floating in the firmament. Our
and listened attentively a moment  ev ery guide meanwhile, u”u the sounds of strife on
direcuon. His scrutiny did not satisfy him, | board the invisible craft ; but as we proceed-
but rather increased his wonder. There could | ed, the uproar died away, and for a few mo-
be uo doubt that the sounds existed in reali- | ments a profound silence reigned. Then
ty, for although they died away for a moment | came a few sullen plunges in the water which

now and then, they would almost inshnll_vbel\ve were at uo loss to understand. ‘T'he men |

a ten-knot

a fat prize—we could overhaul
breeze up a lutle.’

Don

the wind would on

e wind, however, had now

the straus masts, while the ship rolled with a scarce per

comfort ceptible motionjupon the quiet sea

S

orn 1o
“cada-
places,—but

em as have 10 get a

sliuo

large

heard agaio, apparently coming from a dif- ! sprung to their oars with renewed vigour | ana making a blow at him with my cutlass, | mate ignominous dezth, and they retreated 10
A perfect ulllx reigned ovce | which he dexterously repelled, we were soon ' the fore-hatch, down which they were driven.
distinctness | engaged in mortal combat.

ferent quarter of the horizon, T'he barden | the sounds.
of the strain could not indeed be distinguish-
ed, but [ fancied I could recognize human
voices 1 it, although I was forced to confess
that I had never heard from mortal lips

more, but we koew, from
which we had heard the plunges, that we were |
close on to the craft. Steering in the direc-
such tion therefore, from which the sounds had

4 L :
exquisite melody, for as the strain across the | come, we glided along the smooth surface of | (5,1, and he became more wary.
, !

night, now swelling out clear and full as if] the sea with almost incredible velocity. Not
suug almost at our ears, and then melting | a word was spoken, but the oarsmen strained |
away io the distance uatil it died off like the | their sinews to the utm wt, while the officers ;
faintest breathing of a wind harp, [ was u-mp(-l gazed intently inio the gloom ahead. Each

ed almost to aurilate the music 1o angelic | moment seemed an age,  Scarcely a dnzenj

visitants. The ol swai e y
d boatswain seemed to as- ' more strokes of the oar had been given, ho“'v‘lunng this interval [ nether knew nor cared

sigu the sounds to the same cavse, for draw- { ever, when the outlines of a brig shot up, as
ing nearer to my side, he ran bis eye' cau-| if by magic, out of the mist ahead, and almost
tously and as if in awe, up to the mast head 3| instantanepusly a voice from the stranger hail-
and then looked with a blank and puzzled | ed us in the Spanish tongue. |
gaze, in which, perbaps, sopernatwral fear|{ - Keep her to it my lads—pull witha will,
might be detected into my face, I said, as the baat commanded by the lieute-
Aly own astonishment, however, was bul‘ naut dashed on withaut heeding the hail.

momeptary. Hastiy scanning the horizon, 1] « Bous shoy " shouted apother voice from
had noticed that the mist in the direction of{ the brig, and this time:the words were in En-
the island, had been, during the fifteew min-! glish, * lay on yoar oars or we'll fire into you
utes that I bad beea idly lookiag over thejand at the same time, & score of beads was
ship’s side, slowly creeping up towards us,| fsiaty seea crowdiag the bu}war}\s' of . the
although in every other dirgction, except down | vessel

in the extreme distance. the kv wa
as belgre. - At first moreover my imagination
had yielded tothe imprassiou that,as the strain | and was
died away on the night, it came out again  we are

‘

as clear | + " Dash into her my brave lads " exclaimed
sg bis sword alofi, another pull and

p to them.’ 1

Condition

copy available

Best

changing, * that craft up youder may turn out
her if

falien toa
cim and the sais hung idly from the

A cur-

reut was setting in however, to the island, and
were thus gradually borne nearer to the

} ] ner
the heuienant, standing up in the stern sheets, | calm; enllecied expression of his eve gave

Several books and a
Zusar were scalieged aboot, and the whole
1, though valy the cabin of a com-
Wl au air of femisine
5 ° grace and mex he sight of the instru-
menis ol music aimost brought the tears into
my eves. .Al stie bad that lovely. girl
ed, when sinZing Ges artiess sougs, n
pisery another bour would find her.

strance, bowever, parually aroused
late gurl, She locked up with alarm
m every festure, gazed 2t me irresolutely a
sment, aad then frantically clasping the
of ber murdered parent shrunk from my
oach. The wegro women clusiered &-
round ber, their lamentations stilled by their

! their younz mistress

with a daring amounting 0 rashuess.
touk all my skill 10 protect myself, and | was
iorced 2t lengib to give ground

['he eye of the pirate giared at bis success |

The meri cheered in reply, and, with a jerk
that made the ash blades bend like willow
wands, we shot up 1o the sides of the brig. —
Bupnot unopposed, for almust before the T
hieutenant had ceased speaking, the dark vil-
lains crowding the sides of the birig poured 1n
a ratleing fire on us that would have check-
ed men in the pursait of less holy object
But the character of the assassins who
taken the brig had now become appareut,, from my heart, gianced sidewayrs, and pene-
and every man of our crew, rcmeu,f;ermg!uanf; my arm inflicted a fearful wound
that dv_'l-||‘|7m'_' shriek, thirsted to avenge the | But at the time I was wsensible of the injury
ley of the pirates was not, | | felt the wound no more t ao it a

as it mizhkt have been ba yerced me. ll\'e:y thought and feeling was
gronsed by ihe new detencelers front of my
1, for as be lunged forward with lus

lost s defence and |
re me. Quick as "ightong |
i and preparedTio pleage

spallme
moa merchant bn

thatola w

¥ sare ol

yrey, and 12 eVen meo
be pressed forward and mace 2 pass
which | avosded wnh diffic

¥, tor the keen biade, aithough averied

vecomur

Bily, and Lbet ¥

had | pant

pie bad m

sufferer. The v¢
however, as dea
they not been. taken parually by
and been in consequence, without that pre- | antag

surprise ; ' €

iay  jears.

‘ Yoq are free—thank God?” said T in a
voice husky with emotion, ‘ the murderers of
¥our parent are avenged ’

The terrified girl lovked at me with an ex-
pression which I shail pever forget—an ex.
With press uch agouy, jov, 2nd doubt were
all mingled in10o one—and then, pressing the
cold body of that old man close 1o her bosom,
she burst into 2 flood of tears; while Ler
siaves, reassured by my words, resumed their
noisy griel | knew thaj the tears of the ago-
mized daughter would relieve her griel and
respecting the sacredness of ber sorrow, 1
withdrew 10 the deck.

Meantime one of the crew of the brig who
bad managed 10 secret himseil from the pi-
rates, and had thus escaped the massacre
which befell indiscriminately his messmates,
bad come forth from his hiding place. and re-
lated the story of their capture. I will give
i, adding other matters in their place, as [
learat them subsequently from the inmates of
the cabin. Tne brag Was a coaster and had
left the Havana a few days before, having for
passengers an Eaglish gentleman of targe for-
tuue with his dasghter and ber personal slaves,
Ther hiad been becaimed the preceding even-
ing uader the lee of the ueighbouring island,
spied three minutes, so  and as the night was a fine oue, their passen.

gers bad remained on deck uatd a Jate hoar,

the daughter of Ms. Neville pmusiag herself
wilh simaging on her owr guitar, or hstcning
Lo the ruder but yet dulcet music of her slaves.
At leagth they had descended 10 the cabin,
but, wititiu a few minutes of 1heir retirement,
a large crank boa, pulied by some tweuty
armed piratical ruffians had been seen com-
ing towards the brig.  Escape was impossible,
" and defence was useless.  The feeble though
desperate resistance made by the crew of half
dozea men, was soon overcome. Mr. Ne-
ville bad headed the combat, and, when the
raffians gained possession of the deck, had
reireaied 1w the cabua, barncading the !'l;l-'\
rance But 1he pirates; headed
by their ieader, althoush baffed for a while,.
bad eventually broketirongs this ucience and
poered 1alo Ibe cabin; but not nutil -seversl
wof theit number bad beeu wounded by the
desperate pareut, who, fighting like 2 lion at
bay, had even fired through the door on his
assauanls altet they had shattered # ard -be-
fore it was fiually broken in At length the
raffians had gained an entrance , and a dozea
swords were leveiied at Mr. Neville, who still
eadeavored to shield his .daughter. He fell
—and God knows what would have been the
fate of that innocent girl, if we bad not at that
iastant reached the briz. The ruffian leader
was forced 10 leave his prey and hasten on
deci. The reader kuows the rest

When moming dawned we were still a-
breast of the island. By this time, bowever,
aligiht breeze had sprung up and the schooner
had beea brought 100 under the quarter of the
Arrow. My superior beard with emotion of
the death of bus lieutenant, and expresssed his
determiaation of carrying the pirates to the
neighbouring port at onmce, and delivering
them op for trial.  He gave up his own cabia
lemporanily o the afficted daughter, and
sympathized with ber sorrow as if she had
beea his own child  The remains of her pa-
rent were not consigned to the deep, but al-
lotied, ou the following day, a place in con-
secraied ground. Bat | pess over the events
immediately succeeding ibe capiure of the
puwates. Saffice i 10 say that, alter a delay
of three or four days ia port, we found it im-
possibie 10 have the pirates brought to trial by
ihe tardy authorities under 2 month. Asmy
preseace was deemed necessary un that event,
aad as my saperior was sawilliug to delay his
Cruise jur so long a periad, it was determuned
then that the Arrow shouid pursve ber voy.
age, calling agan at the port to take me up
in the course of 2 month or six weeks. The
vext day, after this arrangement, she sailed.

Diade he oSO

paration 1o meet us wiich |ihey olherwise
Their discharge,

'—was y en

anguarded b
shortened, my b
it wto the beart ¢
error and m

would have shown
ever—God kuows
The stroke oarsman. put a few
across the thwart

dead!

vagh

mpt to

vance ol me, feil e an 2u
other boat, being with s lefi band, 10 ward off
far more, for 1 saw several of the men ta But n
m their places—while-the Lieutenant, spring- one desperate effort [ drove my blade ‘muuds
mgup like a deer, tumbled headiong into the  —it cul through and thro ) fus hall oppos
stern sheets. He had been shot through the ' ed defence—and with a dull and beavy sound
heart. ~ Tlie impetus, however, which the weat (o bis very heart.' His eyes glared. an
last gigantic stroke of the men had given. to instant more wildiy.than evér—his lips open-
the boats sent thei onwards to the brig, and ed, but the” faint ¢ry was sufied ere n was
ring, convelsive

in advance of me, su

his sword arm was ja vaio m In W

we struck her side almost instantaseously hall uttered—a quick, shud
with the fall of my superior movement passed over bis face and through
* Venzeance,” 1 shouted, ‘vengeance my his frame, and, as | drew oat the giltering
lads! foilow me,” and springing iato the fore- - blade, dow red with the life blood of one who,
chaius of the bng, | leaped from thence up- 2 mioment before, had been in full existence,
on hier deck, and found myseif, the next mo- the pirate feil back dead upon the deck.
ment, almost ynsupported amidst a circle of- > same moment | heard a bearty cheer,
desperate foes.  Bnt it was ouly for a2 mo- and looking 2round, |'saw that our brave fei-
ment that 1 was left without aid. | had scar- lows had gained 2 footing on the deck, and
cely exchanged the first parry with a brawny were driving the puates backwards towards
desperado who met me at the bulwark, when the stern of the vessel I now for the first
¥ gallant feliows came pouring in dfier me, time, felt the pain of my wound. Bat hast:ly
wiflamed to doubie fury by the-loss we bad soatching the scarf from the body of my late
sutiered, and belokening by their stern deter— opposent, | managed 10 bandage my arm so
mined looks thit the conflict as parualiy to stop the blood, 20d hurried 1o
was to be one of externunation or death. head my gallant tars
The pirates seemiugly aware of their situation, All thts bad not oce
glared oo us with the tury of ‘wild beasts, and rapid are the events of 2 mortal combar |
sprung with curses and yells {o-regel. the had atfirst thougint that we had been forgotten
borders. This lef; me, for the instant, al- in the excitement of the strife, but I was not
most alone with my stalwart opponent; and ! whily unobserved, for as | stooped 10 snatch
had wy cause beén less righteous or my skill the scarf of the pirate, one of his followers
at my weapou not a proverb. I should have  who had seen ium fall, ieveiled a pistol at
trembled for my lfe. Rarely indeed had ‘| me witha a curse, but the missile was struck
seen a finer looking or more masculine man ! up by one ot my men, Just as it was  dischar-
than my opponent on that fatal night.~ He ' ged; 4nd the ball lodged harmiessly in the
was-a tail sinewy Spaniard, of the mative bulwark beside me. Ia other wowmant [
complexion, with a dark, glulering, fearful was again 1 the madst of the fight

approach

The red
eye, and a huge black mustache such as I scarfthat | wore however, renunding the -
never saw on man-before or since. His head ' rates.of the death of their leader, called down
{ was bare with the exception of a read scari on we their revenge, and my appearance ia
{ which was bound around it in the furin of, a the strife was 2 signal for 2 general rash up-
| turban, the ends of which' depended on the onm me. .
left side, as I have sometimes scen them fan- |- ** Down with him,” reared a 1l swarthy
cifully arranged by the creole girls of the 'assassin, who, from his tone of astboruy, |
Isiand.—His shirt collar was throwa open, | judged to-be e second m command, *“ cut
displaying a broad aund brawny chest that hifo down—revenge lsrevenge I”
would have served as a model for that of an! [ was at that moment surrounded on two
athletic. His arms were bared 10 ‘above the | sides by the pirates, while my gallast tars
elbow, and it his hand he held a common , raised iheir biades i an arch over me, [ es
but a brace of huge silver mounted caped the catlasses of the foe
pistols, and a dagger with a splendidly orna-| * Hurl the bell bognds 1 perdition,” growi
mented init were thrust into the scaff beed a veleran fore-top man, as . be dashed at
wore around his waist. | lorgot ‘to mention | tike piratical heatenagt
that a small cross, the jewels of which spar- ‘Stand fast all—life or deatb—that_for
kied in the comparative darkness, depended ' your vengeance,” was the respouse of 1oe joe
by a rich gold chain from bis peck. as he levelled a pistol at the breast of the gai-
1 am able t9.give this description of him, |lant seaman. The bail sped 0@ its ‘errand, '
because when we found omselves almost a-, and the top man fell at my feet.
lone, we paused a mowent, as men engaged! My men were now infuristed beyond all
in a deadly single combat-will ofiea do, be- comtrol. [hey dashed forward like atorremt,
fore commencing our sinfe I suspected | sweeping everything before them. The pirates
at once that 1 was opposed to the leader of headed by their leader. made one or 1w des-
the pirates, and he seemed to feel that I held | perate efiorts 10 maintain their ground, bat
ihe same office among the assailants, for bhe | the impetuosity of their antagonisis was irre-
gazed at me a moment, with a kind of proud 'sistable, and the desperadoes, at first sulienly
sausfacuon, which, however, settled down, gring way, at length were forced inio an 1a-
as his eye took 1 my cowmparative shight discriminaie retreat. A few of the most dar-
proportions, to an expression of smeering ing of the freebnoters, however, refased 10
scorn. Our pause, although sufficiensly long ‘yield an inch and were cut down, while oth-
for me to observe ail this, endured but for am | ers, after flying a few paces turned and died
instant, for the momentary admiration of my at bay: but wiuh the mass the jove of imme-
foe, faded before that suesring expression, | diste life triumphed over the fear of an uiti-

! i ihe mside

cutias

At first my A few attempted 10 regain the lony cramk
opponent underrated my powers, buta wound,  boat in which they had attacked the brg
which | gave him in the arm, seemed to con- from the island, but their design was amtics-
vince him that victory would cost him an ef-, pated by oue of our fellows who bove a brace
For severai 'of shot through ber bouown

I now bethougit me of the female w hoce
shriek had first aiarmed us : and adv wmcing 10
the cabia, | descended with a tewbing beart.
aaxious and vet leaning 10 learn the trath. |
bave faced death m a bundred forms—in
storm, o battle, and amidst epidemics, bat
my merves never wrembied before or since =
they did when | opened the door into the
cabin . What a sight was there! Extended
on the floor lay a-white haired old man, with &
hage gash 1o Lis forchead, and hus long sivery |
locks dabbled 1 his own gore. At ins ndt:, jtion. Te
10 a state of grief approaching 10 superfzction, | Dot guildy ?
sal, or rather kuelt, 2 Jovely young creatore |  Prisouer—Not guilty
vho magnt be about seventeen, her long goi- | Justice—Den vat der duyvel did you come
dea iresses dishevelled on ber snowy shouild. | bere for ! Go “powt sour passwess ! - Court's
ers and ber biue eyes gazing with a dry sio- | cop ! Shentlemen, lot’s su over 10 lke Hager-
ny look upon the face of her dead parent — | man’s and dake sou ding warm forde »stom-
| aCB s sake.

woments the conflict-was only a rapid ex-
change of passes, during which our blaces
rastled and flashed incessantly ; for neither
of us could gain the shghtest advantage over

the other. How the combatants progressed

10 ascertain, for so intensely was | engrossed
in my¥ duel with the pirate leader that | beard
nothing but the ringing of,our blades, and
saw only the glittering eye ot my opponent-
Those only who have been engaged in a dead-
ly strife can understand the feelings of one
in such asituation. Every faculty 1s engross-
ed in the straggle—the very heart seems to
stand still, awaiting the end. - The band in-
voluntarily follows the impuise of the miad,
and the eye never lnoses sight of that of us
destined viecum. The combat had continued
for several minuses, when I saw that the pi-| Both the daufhter and the father were attired
rate was begning to grow chaied, for the| with an elegance which bespoke wealth of » ot

Arcund her were several female slaves, | Who was 1he finst man thw in‘roduced solt
; the cabia with thewr jamentations, aud | Prosassens o e Na 5! Noab—ior be 100k
at iutervals, endeavoring to comfor:  Jdam 1m0 the i !

Dutch Justice.—Justice—Brisner ! pe you
guidy or not guidy ? :
Prisoser—Guilty, your worship.
Jastice—Sigs monts 1 der house of earrec-
Jer brisomer. Pe you guildy of

place gradually 1o.0ne of fury. and hus lun zes

oncewvable rapudity, and

were made wilh in« vain )




