“By the pricking of my thumbs,
Something wicked this way comes.™®

pe———

ARLY in 1858, when thousands of
.miniers.and traders flocked to Fraser
river, attracted thither by the gold
discoveries, the sleepy little Hudsea’s
Bay town of Fort Victoria began to
grow like 2 mushroom city. Houses

and stores were erected by candlelight as well
as by daylight, outside the fort pallisades, and
prices were paid for property in fee and lease-
hold that would throw the figures now asked
for realty far into the shade. Skilled labor was
$10 a day and lumber $100 a thousand. Pro-
visions were high and the supply was always
far behind the demand. Wharf and Yates streets
were quickly lined with wooden shacks—in
which were piled goods of miscellaneous vari-
eties. The merchants and miners. nearly all
came from California, and the control of the
immigrants -thus suddenly cost on the shores
of the territory controlled by the Hudson’s Bay

company became a serious problem, which, -

however, was soon solved by the wise and just
administration of Governor Douglas.

Among the merchants or dealers who erect-
ed business shacks here was a small, nervous-
looking man, who dealt in sashes, doors and
blinds ' and window-glass. = The name, “Wm.
Shagon,” appeared on a canvas strip that was
stretched across the front of the shack, and his
wares were displayed in the store. Mr. Sharon
did not remain long here. The failure of the
mines to produce gold in paying quantities in-
duced him to dispose of his stock in the fall of
the year and return to-California; and but for a
succession of astounding and tragic events with
which the name of the nervous little gentleman

was afterward associated, it is not at all likely

that he would have found a 'place in 'this story.
Soon after Mr. Sharon’s returnto California,
the erstwhile Victoria dealer became ‘interested
in mining claims.. The Washoe silver and great
bonanza excitement broke out, and he'got hold
of a few shares which quickly rose in: value and
made him comfortably rich. Then he bécame
associated with W, C. Ralston, a 'purser on one
of the lower coast steamships, and the two add-
ed to their wealth and importance. Ina few
years both' men were regarded as millionaires.
At that time fortunes ‘were' made and 105t in' a
day. Many individuals and firms would enfer
the -stock-market anid rémain for a few brief
months, and then as suddenly disappear. from
the street to be heard of no mote in that busy
haynt. Others came te s%ay}ang staid till €al-
ifornia went mad on stocks. Rich and poor, old
and young, speculated in Washoe shares. In-
stances were narrated of men who reaped for-
tunes in a day or two on. a small invest-
ment. .The.p_ricr of some stocks rose to $1,200
a share upon a'mere prospect. ‘A young clerk
in Wells-Fargo's, who had bought 800 shares
of Gould and Curry at 35 cents was offered
$I‘,OOQ ‘a share for it. He demanded a cool
million. One month later he returned to his
desk poor but wiser, for his stock had mean-
while become unsalable. There were many
similar cases that might be recorded. 'An enor-
mously fat woman who rejoiced in the name of
“Slapjack Johnny,” resided in Victoria. She

\

had been to Washoe years before and bought
several hundred shares, which were then of lit-
tle valde. She kept them in a box, and one
day, while thé excitement was at its height, she
sold them for $20,000. - The shares were car-
ried to Washoe by Wells-Fargo’s.express; and
when delivery was about to be made, two
brokers claimed them. < The woman had sold
>the shares twice. A fight ensued for:the pos-
session of the stock, and one of the claimants
was shot and died. ~ The survivor' kept the
stocks and realized a large profit.

Ralston and Sharon continued to add to
their 'wealth. = All their investments turned to
gold: They seemed to: possess the power of
Midas.. In-the height of their prosperity thex
built the Palace hotel, then the largest on the
continent, and established the Bank of Cali-
fornid. A few more years and Ralston died by
his own hand.. Then it was found that his
estate was heavily involved and that his account

at his own bank was $4,000,000 overdrawn..

But Sharon was rich. He had refrained from
certain investments that"Ralston had made to
his sorrow and loss, and when his fellow-oper-
ator died, Sharon was rated as worth $15,-
000;000 and owned much of the property that
had been regarded as Ralston’s.

Sharon’s great wealth brought hiny friends,
and as his riches increased he grew in mfiport-
ance. He was no longer nervous in manner or
shrinking in disposition. He had lost his dif-
fidence as his fortune grew, and he was now
an authority jpon all matters financial. By a
generous expenditure he had himself elected
United States' senator for Nevada.
all his astuteness he' ran wild on one subject,
and that subject was lovely woman. He was
not niearly so bad as Tucky Baldwin, another
mining speculator, who had five or six wives
and ‘a countless number of lady friends: But
he was much worse than he should have been.

On an evil day forsall parties concerned he
became acquainted with a Miss Sarah Althea
Hill. Miss Hill was a beautiful and fascinating
society woman, and until she knew Sharon was
regarded as the pink of propriety. She laid

siege to Sharon’s heart because she wished to

gain 4 rich husband. "Sharon was proof against
her wiles for many weeks. ‘She consulted an
old negress known as Mammy Pleasant, who
had been her nurse when Miss Hill was a baby.
Mammiy gave lier a love potion to mix with
Sharon’s sherry.  He drank the doctored wing,
but it seemed to have a contrary efféct to that
desited. "He began tg'hate and ‘tofplan 10 get
rid of ¥he girl5.another female derelict having
caught his fancy. / .

Then Miss Hill began to call herself “Mrs.”
Sharon—Sarah. Althea Hill ‘Sharon—alleging
ithat she was his common-law wife. A “com-
mon-law wite” is a woman who has been ac-
knowledged by a man as his wifein the presence
of a third party. No ceremony is necessary
after such acknowledgment. Sharbn resisted
the claim and expelled the woman from his
rooms,  Suit was brought in the cotirts to es-
tablish Miss Hill's “rights.” Shé produced a
contract of marriage written ina-strange hand,
and .apparently signed by Sharon.
sstangl he acknowledged that the signature was

{

N

But with

. often rebuked by the. judge.

“when

On-~the’

his. It was written at the head of half a sheet
of note paper and so closely to the edge that
there-was not room for the scratch of a pen
above the signature. - Belaw it the. paper was
blank, but on the reverse side of the hali-sheet
appeared the alleged contract; which came down
to the lower edge of the paper. The plaintiff
swore that thete not peing room on the reverse
side, Mr, Sharon had signed his name at the
top of the-paper on the other side, after assent-
ing to the marriage agreement. . ¢

Asked how this\strange circumstance oc-
curred, Sharon said that one evening he was
asked to sign-his name by Miss. Hill, so that
she might have his autograph. He did so, but
took the precaution to place his. name in the
position in which it appeared, so as to prevent it
being used for the purpose of forgery. The use
that was made of the dutograph showed that
he was the victim of a deep-laid conspiracy:to
entrap him by a bogus contract: .

Among the Jlawyers retained by ~Mrs.
Sharon, otherwise Miss Hill, was David S.
Terry, formerly chief justice, and the slayer of
Dayvid C. Broderick in a duel in the summer of
1859 (as told last week). Terry’s first wife; who
had stood by him during all his troubles, had
meanwhile died. After the death of Broderick,
Terry gradually sank in the estimation of his
friends, even of those who had enconraged him
to fight the duel.  He never appeared in public
life again, and his law practice fell off. It was
said of him that he was not the same man after
Broderick’s death. The mark of Cain was upon
him, and this once proud, handsome man, whose
soft voice and majestic appearance charmed all
who come near him, fell inte bad habits and
adopted the manners and language of a bravo.
“Evil communications corrupt good manners,”
as St. Paul wrote the Corinthians.

Terry’s conduet in-court during the progtess
of Sharon’s suit was Doisterous, overbearing
and aften insulting. He appeared anxious to
stir up strife with the opposing counsel, and the
insults which he flung across the table were

the trial, Sharon-died;  worried to death. ' He
had brought the great trouble upon himself; and

. his sins had hyrried him fo the grave. When

on his death-bed he miade his heirs swear to
fight the suit to the end, if it took every dollar/

of his great fortune. Under no circumstances
should there be a compromise. The judge,

after a.long heaging in the court of first .in-
stange, decided in favor of the plaintiff, and_fh%

% gction wasbefore the hiiﬁe\r court on gpga}
iends wereshocked'to learn that -

erry’s
he had married “Mrs.”  Sharon——"Sharon’s
widow,” as. she called hersell.
i she 'had admitted misconduct with the late mil-
liopaire. ‘Thata weman of bad character should
take the place of the late Mrs. Terry was re-
‘:garded as scandalous, - But people were afraid
“of Terry; and feared to excite his‘anger or pro-
voke him to violence; so, although there was
“much whispering, there was no loud talking.
. Latér ofn, when  the case came bhefore
Stgghen A. ‘Field, the chief justice of the Unit-
ed States. Supreme Cqurt, the jurist in dismiss-
ing 4 motion of the respondent’s referred to the
~new Mrs. Terry and her suit in scathing terms,
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-wife.

In the midst of -

, t‘iﬁ:d they
ks
1

-

said: ‘Good evenin!, Senator? . You: see, ‘I

Terry fired up and continued to press the case
for the plaintiff in forcible language. The chief
justice was inflexible and rebuked Mr, Terry’s
attitude in scathing language.

Stephent A. Field was one of three brothers,
all remarkably cleyer, and all now dead. Cyrqs
W. Field was the projector of the first Atlantic
cable, and through his energy and enterprise it
was laid in 1866. He was a very rich man, but
becoming involved in New York elevated rail-
way stocks, died insolvent. David Dudley Field
was an eminent corporation Ewyer. His only
daughter married Sir Anthony Musgrave, the
governor who steered British Columbia into the
Confederation fold. She resided for two years
at Government House, Victoria, and was a
charming lady, gracious and courtly in man-
ner, and a very great social favorite. Chief
Justice Field finally dismissed 'the case . as
trumped up, disgraceful and altogether unten-
able. Terry was furious. He took the remarks
of the chief justice about his wife and the case
to himpelf. Instead of the great {ortune he ex-
pectedito gain by marrying the claimant, he was

‘confronted with a pyramid of debts and social

ostracism. - He became desperate. This man
who had been noted formerly for his gentleman-
ly and chivalrous demeanor and his just and im-
partial decisions, was heard to make threats
against Judge Field should they ever meet
again.

To show upon how slight a foundation the
plaintiff’s case rested, it is only necessary to
merition one' incident out of many. -All the
available evidence being in, it was intimated
that there remained one link to perfect the
chain, It was necessary that a witness should
be produced who- would swear that He had
lieard Sharon acknowledge the plaintiff as his
So a tramp was found who was willing
to 'supply the missitig link. He was shaven
arid shorn and hatlied and perfumed and dressed
in a good suit of clothes, When he entered the
witness-box he was asked: ; :

>

<" “Did you know the late Seniator Shafon? ”

"*Yes, sute.” : ; / el

“Did he ever say in your presence that the
plaintiff was his wife? ” .

“Yes; sure he did.” _
“State the circymstances and the octasion.”
“Well, yer see, I was a-walkin’ along Mont-

gomery street one evenin’, takin’ the air after

me_dinner, as it were, when I seed Sepator

Sharon’ a-comin’ toward me. from the Palace -
hotel. There was @ lady with him, and I no-
s very affectjonate like, The lady:
“§nto his eyegan’ he wag adoagkin’ -
hey ‘seemed awful happy” = - s
“Well, what happened "next?” asked the *

On the stand”” counsel.

“As they comed up, I raised me hat and
minéd with him when we was both poor, and
he always recognized me. S

© " ‘Good evehin', Wells,” he said; and we

_shook hands, - Then he said,'*Wells,-I want to

introduce you to ‘me wife.” So I shook hands
with” Ker.” o
“Go on,” urged the counsel.
“We strolled along the street, and he told °
me the lady was his common law wife and that

. her name before marriage was Hill.”

A

The witness was then asked if he saw the
lady in court, and* he pointed out the.plaintifi.

Asked as to the date of the-interview, he
replied : :

“The twenty-first of July.” i

The papers were consulted, and it was found
that Mr. Sharon was in Washington attendine
to his senatorial duties on that date. -

While Wells had heen giving his testimony,
one of the attorneys for Sharon was observed
to be busily engaged in filling out a blank, and
as the witness left the stand he was served with
a warrant for perjury and taken to jail, A
the rext term of the Criminal Court he was
convicted and sentenced to the penitentiary,

The words of the chief justice rankled
Terry’s breast, and the newspapers by
chievous allusions to his threats of violence
kept his hostility alive. The following year, »
twelvemonth later, Field left Washington to
hear appeal cases at San Francisco. He cm-
barked in a Southern Pacific train and was
met at the border of the state of California b
David Nagle, a detective, who had.been speciai-
ly charged with the jutist’s safety. At the
town of Fresno in the gvening Terry and his
wife entered the sleeper as passengers for San
Francisco. It is believed that neither TField
nor Terry was aware of the other’s presence.
At the town of .Lathrop, where, about 8:30
o’clock, the passengers got out for breakfast,
the Chief Justice and Nagle entered the dining
hall and took their seats at a table with other
passengers, nean, the-centre of the.room. Mr,
and Mrs. Terry entered a few moments later
and .sat down at a table about ten feet distant
from the table where Field: and|Nagle were
eating. Mrs. Terty was -observed to  glance
quickly round the room ntil hér eye rested on
Field. - She startéd  and said ‘something -in a
low voice to her husband, who arose and walk-
ing swiftly to Field’s fable, seized him from be-
hind by the bedrd and throat® and with his
clenched fist was  about to strike him. ‘when
Nagle, by a quick movemnient; reached his re-
volver. A 'shot rang through the foom and
Terry's grasp on Field’s throat was relaxed.
The maddened man swayed for a moment
and then fell t6 the floor with a crash. Nagle’s
shot had madé no mistake. Terry had been
shot through'the heart, and died instantly. He
was a piece of insensate clay before he reached
the ﬂom_‘, and as he lay there, motionless and
inert, hls?‘._g%eiat«iorm stretched out at 7l

n

. length wi s handsome face .upturned, his
g ‘eyes gore {@n expfesiort of malignant
ero

ocity'that flet even the Rideous'method of his
taking off had subdued.

Nagle was acquitted by a eoromer’s jury,

- and some months later Terrér’s—wifé, once gift-

ed and beautiful, now broken-hearted, poverty-
stricken, bent and grey, wa% committed 16 an
asylum for the ifisane, with Mammy Pleasant,
the old colored nurse, as her only friend, Of all
the gay and brilliant thr6hg that once wor-
shipped at the shrine of Sarah Althea Hill's
beauty, not one remained to do her reverence
or provide for her wan#s.. Sharon and Terry
dead and Sarah Althea Hill insane, who will
dispute the saying in Holy Writ that “the way
of the transgessor is hard” 2> | ... .
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LL who are interested in ‘thel
subject ¢f munieipal gov-
ernment owe ' a debt. of
gratitude to the National
Clvie “Federation of the
United States. In the three
volumes just published ap-
pear the results of the in-
quiries conducted by ‘a
commission which the Fed-

eration set on foot to inguire into the
weorkings of publi¢ and privdte owner-
ship and management. Nu pains were
spared to make' the inquiry austive
and trustworthy. A commissioh of no
fewer than 150 publicists, heads of
corporations, and 1eaders of labor was
formed. = Its first task was ‘to con~
struct a truly representative/ commft-
tee of* investigation "of 21 ' persons
about equally ' divided -into*-three
groups—one-third ‘having a ~ bias in
favor of municipal * ownership, ane-
third an opposite bias, and a third
consisting 6f those who were unpledg-
ed. It was decided to confine the en-
quiry to the United States, Great Bri-
tain, and Ireland. .

The servicés or “public utilities,” to
borrow . the convenient phrase, select-
ed for investigation were gas, electric
lighting, water, and street railways.
Experts were employed, and the field
of investigation here and in the Unit-
ed States, was mapped oug. Certain
citieés in Ameérica’ affording examples
of public and private ownership were
visited, and the¢' fsame was done in
England. - Thus,. in the case of gas;
Glasgow, Manchester, Birmingham and
Leicester were chosen as exemplify-
ing public ownership; while the Lon-
don distriy supplied by the South

~ Municipal Trading in the United Kingdom and the United States

Metropolitag. Gas Company, Newcastle
and Gateshfad,  and Sheffipld, were
chosen as illustrating the operation of
private ownership. In regard to tram-
ways, the two sets of examples were
furnished by Glasgow, Manchester,
Liverpool and the southern system of
the London coiinty council.on the one
hand, and by the private systems of
Dublin, Norwich, the London United
Tramways, and Bristol on the other.
To show what care was takef to ar-
rive at just comclusions it ay be
stated that “in the inspection of each
plant visited, as was the procedure in
America also, the committee was, ac~
companied by the éxperts, and in this
way things that would otherwise have
been overlooked were carefully noted.
At the end of each day it was the
practice to hold a meeting of the com-
mittee for the purpose of consulting
with the experts regarding t
ular plant visited that day:

e

six months were spent in the investi-
gation ‘in this country, the whole work
occupying about two years. The least
that orie can say of the labours of 'the
commission is that they are a monu-
ment Jf public spirit, of which all
concerned may be proud. The repdrts
re by no means conclusive as to the
merits of the chief controversy; but
they are amonf. the documents which
every impartial inquirer will examine.

The conclusions (of the ‘commission
are less important than the valuable
and vapled materials. which they col-
lected.  In future discussions of this
subject, some of thé ddcuments to be
found in these volumes will be . often
referred to. ‘We are not undervaluing
the repart of the, ority -in saying
that some of the statements made by
the engineers and . accountants  are
even more ‘interesting. Nineteen out
of thé 21 members of the committee
of investigation arrived at certain con-
clusions, some of which are very pre-
cige, ‘and somé of which are evidently
framed with reference to the condi-
tiona of things in the United States.
In considering the relative merits of
municipalizing industries or of work=
ing them by companies, the commit-
tee, as might be expected, admit the
difficulty of comparison beétween the
two systems. There may be natural
.advantages which neutralize the bad
effects of administration. How com-
pare in point of expense and effici-
ency the system of a city in ‘which
water flows hy gravity with that of
a city in which every gallon must be
pumped;, or the gas plant of 4 town
which can avall itself of natural gas
with one in which the whola article
sold i3 manufactured? It would ob-
vigusly he: unfair to say that munici-
pal -electric light and . street railway
plant was superior to private if no ac-
count were taken of the fact that the

municipalities hdave permanent fran-

chises, while tlhe rights of the private
companies may be for short periods.
It 1s with many reservations that the
majority express an opinion somewhat
favorable to munieipal enterprise in
these recommendations, L
First—Public utilitles, whether in
public or in private hands, are best
conducted under a- system of legalized
and regulated monapoly. :
Second.—Public wutilities ' in which
sanitary miotive largely enters shonld-
be operated by the public.
Third.—The success of municipal op-
eration of public utllities depends on

in the city -of a high '

. axisten
&;aclty for municipal government,

Fourth—¥Franchise grants to private
corporations should be terminable af-
ter a fixed period, and meanwhile sub-
Jjeét to purchase at a falr value. \

Fifth.—Municipalities ‘should = have
power to enter the field of ‘municipal
ownership Tpon popular vote .under
reasonable regulation. {

Sixth.—Private companies operating
public  utilities should be subject to
public regulation and examination un-
der a system of uniform records and
accounts and of full publicity. ;

Seventh.—The committée takes no

. position on the question of the general

expediency of/either private or public
ownership, The gquestion must be
solved by each ‘- municipality in ' the
light of local conditions. ~What may
be posible in one locality may not be
in_ another. d ;

The majority report still - further
qualifies their recommendations by
stating that no municipal operation
ds likely fo be sugcessful that does not
provide for: = i

First—An exeeutive manager, with
full: responsibility, holding his posi-
tion during good behavior,

Second.—Exclusion of politieal in- -

fluence ‘and personal favoritism from
the management of the undertaking.
Third.—Separation of the finances of
the undertaking from those of the rest
of the city. # = :
Fourth.—Exemption from the. debt
limit of the necessary bond issues for
revenue-producing utilities, which shall
be a first charge upon the property
and revenues of such undertaking.
The majority still further attenuate
their report by pointing eut the dan-
ger in the Unitéd Stdtes of turning
over the management of public utili-
ties to the government of some cities.
“‘Some; we .know, are -well .governed,
and the situation on the whole seems
Improving, but they are not up to the
government of Britigh cities. We find
in England and Scotland a high type
of, municipal govérnment which is the
result of many vears of struggle and
improvement.” With alt the limitations
and qualifications attached to approv-
al of municipal enterprise the report
of the majority comes n‘em‘. in effect,
to being a condemnation 'of it in-many
cases, ‘Mr, Walter Clark, of Philadel-
phia, made‘a minority report dissente
ing wholly from even this' qualified
approval of ‘municlpal ownership. He
agrees indeed gﬂ . the majority in
thinking that . Glasgow, Manchester
and Birmingham, being well-governed
cities. are favorable to munivipat.-own--

“ership. ' But he has ‘eome tb thé‘con-

clusion that theé ‘city and citizens of
othey cities, ag well as of the other
municipalities’ investigated, are not so
well served by their public. sérvice
trading  departments as the cities and
citizens of Lorndon, Neweastle, Shef-
field, Dublin, and Norwich are by trad-
ing companies, ‘and‘ “that there ro
element of blessing in the municipaliz-~
atlon ‘in the former. cities to compen-
sate for the indifferent character of
the meryice tendered” His ' decided
opinion is that the wateér gompanies
have made the wiore intelligent efforts
tawards fumsht?‘adequate. and pure
supply, and that, all’ conditions con-
sidered, “the remilt of their efforts has
been and is a betier and cheaper water
sqpplgr and service than that main-
tained by the' ‘municipal- waterwori:\h
departments,” ' His report ends with
clear, weéighty obwervations:— :

“I am convineed that the condition
of the British neo_f'}e, individually or
collectively, has not been improved by
the municipalization of the industries
we have investigated.

“I belleve that political and social
conditions in the “United States are
less favorable to the success 0f muni-
cipal ownership than are the same
conditions in Great Britain. ;

“I find this conclusion strengthened
by our investigation into municipal~
ized industries’in the United States.

“I am convinced ‘that, under Amer-
fean conditions, the system of private
ownership of public utilities is best
for the citizens and the consumers.

“I recommend State regulation and
protection of public service companies,
_provided by statute, and a8 far as pos-
8ible automatic in 1ts application and
operation.” i & ;

Of the rest of the contents of these
volumes, ‘rich in. technical: detalls, it
ig ‘possible to give.only a very inade-
qudte account.. But we may . Tefer
briefly first to some of iix‘\?. x;rom
made by investigators. % sher,
dealing with the Americay munigipal-
ity, brings out the fact that in_res
to certain functions, and particularly
as to education administration, it has
been ;successtul, but that on the whole
“the grade of service rendered by Am-"
erican cltiés ‘has not bheen. high”

Writing of the British munioipality,
Mr. Fisher grzavj a contrast, sharper
than the facts ﬁrnn between the
demovratic ‘mun E!psl,,to\mrmnmt‘ in
America, and the aristocratic in Bng-

d. He admits that the latter' has

‘points. *} A g
a

ghd. . 5. “he’ managoment. of
ot oot

| A

but it is also commonly freé from even
instrgqathns o aft or eorruption ‘on
the part of pubMt officers.” 8 main
conclusions are, on the wha e‘;lhixhly
favorable ‘to the En‘.lisglsme M.

“In the third place, municipal gov-
ernment is out of politics, the spoils
System s unknown in Great Britain's
cities; and conditions are therefore
more- fayorable -than in the United
States for the development of effici-
P pinally, the Buitiah pes

“Finally, the Britis eople are ed-
ucated to the' belief tglt their city
government’ should be conducted up-
rightly, honestly, and without parti-
‘sanship, and therefore they démand
that their ofticials shall live up to
standards which are higher than are
req‘uired of the city officers in the
United States.” ; Vg

' It will be noted that it is generally

‘taken for granted that public mervice .

; ”ri??-. wht;thar jqbod by muni-~
cipalities or by corporations, must be,
as the phrade is, “in politics,” the only
question undetermined belng how and
to what extent. . Mr. Commons, ‘who
reports upon Jabor and politics, séems
to think that the connection is likely
to be cloger and more mischievous in
the case of trading,corporations, “The
politician profits more in some respects
by appointmerits which he secures for
his supporters with a franchised com-

.pany ‘than he does by that on muni-

cipal jobs"; an observation which may
be true of the United States. Then,”
tog, such.companies contribute to the
campalgn funds of the party; also an
observation which Was point as to the
Uniteq States. In fact, there are many
other, remarks applying to a system,
unlike ours, in' which companies per-
forming public services are subject to
no-contrel. © Mr. ¥isher, however, re-
cognizes the presence. of ve perils
here as well as in America, arising
f.{ﬁ"} x‘nun}llcipalbgm%\egm . One of the
et 1a the subject of the 8, Ap-
& gerya of, municipalities engaged
in trading, Ho..ullﬁg attention ﬁm(:\
“enormo ressure brought to bear
upon . the Glasgdw tramways . in the
depr&gmn of 1905-8 to take on' un-
nkllled . The comparative immun- ,

ity so sh:
Y
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_necessarily . conta

. "Votes are

and unproved statements about the
wretched lot of the latter. i
The second volume, relating to the

Subjects of water and gas works and

electricity supply in the United States,
] tairs much that is of
little interest to glish readers. It is
particularly fnstructive and . sugges-
tive so far as labor and politics are
concerned. ‘Here we find such signi-
ficant statements as these: = “There is
a’ perfect agreement of politiclans of
both parties interviewed that a large
proportion of the votes in cértain dis-
tricts is purchased on election day.’
‘bought for $2 to $5, and
the practice is found among all na-
tionalities.”. Here is an indication of
the class of men who are appointed to
conduct gas worka: . “No director of
yblic works ever started his agminis-
ation with practical experience in the
gas work business” “The assistant to
chief and general storekeeper consult-
ed every dday with the chief upon mat-
ters of policy and politics.” Of course
some municipalities have éxcellent ser-
vices and efficient staffs. But the pur-
port of much of the reéports. is to show
that polities and munieipal trading
are apt to'get mixed; that places are
found for those.who have done the
party service; fhat the employees get
aut of d, and think of promoting
the party interests.instead of keeping
to their business. Vigorous efforts are
made in certain cities to suppress such
evils. Thus.municipal employment in
Chicago is subjected to'. a high
stringent civil servide law, intended
to prevent ta repetition ot‘ }:‘-g:lm*;n
the form of rewarding poll 1 sup~
porters w{‘thj municipal q.ppohtm::?

S,
s been done, ,ocforﬂilug

more than extract a ‘few : samples
from  the bulk, & few  indicatlons of
the conclusions to which the experts
come.  Angd first, as to labor and poli-
tics and the report as to Glasgow. It
brings out the fact that pressure was
brought to. beat upon the corporation
:ngvbgvﬁreterence to applicants re-
commended by councils. = So.far no
great harin has been done, “On the
whole, ‘the field in. which ‘“pull' and
*“irifluence” are effected in Glasgow in
getting positiens” and promotions is
personal rather than political in char-
-acter. . The criticisms are all confined
to charges of glving preference 10
friends, relations, aged and worn-out
employbes,  non-residents from the
home mneighbarhood of councillors or
gﬁicial& and_destitute ‘or unemployed
rkmen.” . "The same Teport speaks
more decidedly of the Sheffield Tram-
ways; “recommendations of council
Jors are an important requisite in se-
curing positions/in that service.” Ther®
are many reports of greaf value, but
of too technical a chiaracter to be des-
cribed: here.'. But referenge may Do
made to ‘th&rnm remarks by -Mr. R.
C.. Jones' | Mr. B. Hartley Turner
on financial conditions, particularly as
to their observations regarding depre-
elation, -Tt Is pointed out that no ob-
ligation .to = write off depreclation
‘against revenue is imposed upop any
municipality by statute. It is 'cru;E
that there. is a practice of writing ¢
a certain entage as to

“Thesé volumes may not make con-
verts to any pérticular policy. T“e-r
do not deal with some questions O
moment and urgency; but- they &t
ull of instruction to all who approach
the subject in. a spirit of impartialit,

\ ) i
L. and with a desire to preserve the §00d
- reputation of English local govern-

mayor succeeds one of a different
party.” L R
e third volume, in gme‘ y

at fenc

mernt,

Sinoe Miss Geraldine Farrar, the
young American prima donna, has beer
singing In ‘Madame Butterfiy” in New
York at the Metropolitan Opera Hous®

 has been deluged with Japanese a'-
her admirers.~. Butterfly
putterfly dinners, buttérﬂ:
dances are in order, and Japanese dO‘}»{;
old Japanese prints, wonderful flowe
10!  and, ' yasés come pouring i
Miss ar says one-of the chiel dif-
iés in taking the role of Madamo
; I8 that the attitude of con-
ping, attributed to ’t:xtei Jflllrl‘n\

s so physicaliy fatisu

o

certain)
1y items; but this practice varies much.
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